z 0 



r 


THE INDEPENDENT 


■Thursday 18 September 1997 20p (IR 20p) No 3,405 






INSIDE TODAY 


18/MUSIC 

Revelation 
that led 
Tavener to 
the abbey 

21/JOHN WALSH 

Wet nuns and unionists 

THE EYE 

Art, hype and fame: 
Tom Lubbock on the 
new RA show 


TODAY'S NEWS 


Unionists join talks 

The Northern Ireland peace talks strode an ' 
important few paces forward yesterday, when the 
Ulster Unionist leader David Trimble led his 
colleagues into Stormont. Despite the week's bomb, 
the Unionists are expected to meet Sinn Fein face 
to face next week, after being caught in a political 
pincer movement between the. Blair government 
and their own grassroots supporters. Mr Trimble, 
however, is far from reconciled to his old enemies. 
As he walked into the building where the talks will . 
cake place, he explained that he was not there to - 
negotiate with Sinn Fein but to expose "their fascist 
character**. David McKrttrick, page 13 • 

Landmine ban agreed 

More than (00 countries including Britain yesterday 
agreed a draft treaty to ban antipersonnel 
landmines immediately. But the United Scapes, having 
tried to delay the ban for another nine years and 
failed, refused to sign. There was some discussion 
about naming the treaty after Diana. Princess of 
Wiles. Full story, page JO 

Children betrayed 

- The London borough of Hackney has broken the 
law by failing to protect the safety and well-being of 
children in some of its 68 schools, according to the 
.’Office for Standards in Education. It will release al 
scatWng>report today which portrays Hackney as a 
driftlng-^d^^riess education authority which, has 
virtually collapsed Page 7 

Taxmen in trouble 

Taxpayers have suffered badly from rude and 
incompetent government officials, according co a 
withering report on the Inland Revenue and other 
agencies. In one case a businessman was hounded 
into bankruptcy unnecessarily. In another, a woman 
returned from holiday to find heir aftertax pay had 
been reduced by two-thirds: Rs^e :, 9 ... 

SEEN & HEARD \ 

A pensioner silenced the bells of her village church 
by smashing down the door and cutting through the 
bell ropes, a court heard yesterday. Midge Mather, 

65, had been locked in a bitter ding-dong with 
church leaded over the noise of bell-ringing in the 
12th-century church tower beside her cottage at 
Compton Bassett, Wiltshire. So she armed herself 
With a crowbar and a hacksaw before breaking down 
che 500 -year-old oak church door and sawing . 
through the bell ropes,. She then telephoned church 
officials and was later charged with causing criminal 

damage worth fl,aSI25. The prosecutor, a Mr. 

Knell, told Chippenham magistrates’ court that it 
was “a sad case for the church authorities They 
are people who are normally used to dealing in 

wr ms of peace and understanding" 


WEATHER •••• 

The fa*; page 21 
TELEVISION 
Tbe&ye. pages It and 0- 

CROSSWORDS 
jRagi 32 and ite Eye, page * 


Big Blue: A fish-eye view of the whale shark 


Out of the Hue: Awfaale shark photogt; 
by. Jurgen ' Freund, who was highly 
mended in the BG WfidDfe Photograp 
the Year competition. The pictur 



jrf^*4eased «gdmiively'tti the Independent, was crabs at Christmas bfondn the taKfianOcean, at Christmas Island, the sharks found us." 
ha- :-takw«^ni3i Nikon H.widi i6mrn Tisheye whale crabs gather to feed on a banquet of An exhibition of 150 winning photographs 
r of tons; 1/60 sec'af f8. Freund said: “After the larvae. At other places in the world, people from the competition will open at the Nacfc- 
re- annual mass spawn^g of 120 million land often have to. search for whale sharks, but ural History Museum on 25 October. 


Open war at the BBC 
as stars revolt 


Some off the country’s 
besi^khpwn journalists 
were- in open revolt 
; yesteixiay over a plan by 
theBBC director- 

nu&ge-.iifews . . 

• |vj^m}esand cut ; . 

_ . 'ho^McGonn and fioul 
Vaft^tgcjplaJn why die 
plan to replace .'V. 
programme editors with 
five ^sujper editorsV . 
might be a re fo rm too 
fafc.r 

The BBC was in crisis last night 
as its senior broadcaster stood 
nose to nose with John B&t to 
oppose bis plans to merge the 
production of the~Corpora- 
tion’s news programmes. 

Anna FOrd, John.Huin- 
" phries, James Naugbtie, Sue 
MacGregor, Nick Clarke, 
Robin Lustig and James Cox 
circulated a letter of protest 
about the changes yesterday af- 
ter being involved in an extra- 
ordinary stand-up row in. a 
packed meeting with the head 
pf BBC news programmes, 
Rkdiarfcitaattnow. 

1 '-.The letter expresses the 
broadcasters' "dismay, verging! 
on despair” at the plans and 
ends: "The changes you. have, 
putfbrwaid will not work. That!' 

fe te simple truth-” > 

. ‘ Also yesterday, tbeetftefaf' 
Newsmghc, Peter Hwrocks, 
.threatened r to riMgn if, the 
changes -were implemented!, 
Horrocks,. together with Jen 


Bartjon, editor of the Tadcry pro- 
gramme, and Kevin Marsh, tbe 
editor of The World at One and 
PM, have all pm their jobs on 
the line by refusing to apply for 
any of the five new executive- 
editor posas planned onder the 
new regime. 

Production ttaff on a num- 
ber' of pro gra mmes were dis- 
cussing mass resignations with 
the intention of transferring as 
a unit to other networks. 

Senior sources believe BBC 
management has underesti- 
mated tbe strength of feeling. 

- Despite years of restructuring 
at the corporation this is being 
seen as a reform too far. 
Sources said they hoped the 
heat of the reaction yesterday 
wouWeDcmirage management 
to compromise. -v.- 

“Editors are very senior 
people in die BBC,” said one 
highly-placed .broadcaster. 
“They 1 include some- of the. 
most calm, sensible Jmd level- 
headed individuals, but .today 

they are distressed' and deeply 
passionate.” 

“Birt is detenniried to re- 
place a BBC of. programmes 
with a BBC of networks," said 
another. "He is bent on de- 
stroying the essence of what has 
made the BBC great. 

“He will obliterate what • 
gives programmes character 
and individual integrity and 
replace ii with .a -bland 
homogenised service of '24- 
hournews." . 

■ ;Tbe ; ffve executive : editors . 
vriH take reqwtjsibifiiyfiyall the 
BBC's news.- These indude 
! one who win control foe One 
O'clock, ShV’CIocksridNme ■ 



Anna Ford: Dismay-at 
changes to BBC news 


O'Clpck News along with the 
main news bulletins of Radios 
4 and 5. Another wflJ look af- 
ter Todoy;The Yfodd at One , PM 
on Radio 4 as well as Radio l’s 
populist ■ Newstxai. ' Also 
planned is an editor for 24-hour 
“core news" Services; separate 
TV and radio daily current af- 
fairs; and daily current affairs 
p lanning and commissioning. 

A National Union of Jour- 
nalists meeting was held last 
night at Broadcasting House 
and a further meeting is 
planned for this morning so 
journalists can organise 
opposition to the plan. 

Pressure mounted on the di- 
rector-general to compromise 
.when Baroness Williams, the 
former minister, accused him 
last eight of rushing the 
changes through to escape the 
censure of Parliament while it 
is in recess. 

Yesterday morning, a heat- 
ed meeting took place in the 
Broadcasting House newsroom 


when Mr Gemmow, met staff 
to announce the changes. 

Up to 80 reporters, pro- 
ducers and senior editors from 
radio news gave short shrift to 
his insistence that the cost- 
cutting changes were vital if the 
BBC was to continue to offer 
distinctive journalism to meet 
the explosion of broadcast 
choice from digital TV. 

Fuel was added to tbe row 
when Mr Gemmow told staff 
that Mr Bin had requested 
job cuts of 15 per cent from 
every news department and 
limy Hail, the head, of BBC 
News, offered instead to cut 30 
per cent of his staff. 

“People were very angry," 
said one of Radio 4’s most' se- 
nior journalists. “In all my 
years at the BBC I have never 
seen anything like h. The jour- 
nalists made mincemeat of 
Gemmow and his deputy, 
Steve Mitchell. By the end of 
the meeting their entrails were 
all over the floor.” 

Television staff heard details 
of tbe plan at an afternoon 
meeting and sources described 

it as “healed" and “emotional". 

Staff are also angry at plans 
to transfer up to 75 per cent of 
each news programme's com- 
missioning budget to a new cen- 
tralised editor. 

“This is tractor tyre manu- 
facture in the Soviet Union cir- 
ca 1934,” said one source 
yesterday. “We are not saying 
we cannot share resources or 
cannot have change , but this is 
dasac bloody Birtism. It is a de- 
liberate management policy of 
getting rid of the identity of the 
programmes." 


Don’t you wish there 
was one magazine - 
where you could find 
the best reading from 
the best publications 
in the world? 
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>£ INDEX 

5/HEALTH 

RcsiMichcn. in America have found that Aids b spreading faster among 
women than men, and that sexual contact rather (ban drugs b the cause. 

7/EDUCATION 

The safely and well-being of up to 1 1,000 children in the London bor- 
ough of Hackney b at risk, according to a government report 

9/CON SUMER NEWS 

Richard Branson is under fire for invalidating cheap through-tickets on 
England to Scotland routes, despite promoting the services as an inex- 
pensive nlicmalive to the car. 

11/EMPLOYMENT 

France yesterday unveiled a new package aimed at getting unemployed 
young people huek into work. John Lichfield and Bany Clement com- 
pare the approaches on both sides of the Channel 

12.13/POLITICS 

The Conservative leader. William Hague, failed to rouse spirits in Wales 
on the eve of the devolution vote; the Unionist leader, David Trimble, 
entered the peace talks at Stormont 

16/DESPATCHES 

Solidarity, the Polish organisation which helped topple Communism, locks 
set for a comeback in this weekend's elections. Imre Karacs watches the 
pendulum swing. 

19/ARCHITECTURE 

A new range of products has been officially endorsed for the millenni- 
um. Are they any good? 

20.21/LEADERS & COMMENT 

John Walsh's diary; Polly Toynbee on tax and marriage and John Tusa 
on the tribulations at the BBC. 


ON SATURDAY 


"The new Amis. The new 
McEwan, the new Byact. the new 
Barnes: they're just books to be 
read or not read according to 
your taste. The new Amis, 
though, is not just an exciting 
prospect but an event to be 
reckoned with." 

Read Geoff Dyer on Martin Amis in 
the new Independent Saturday 
Magazine. 



TOURIST RATES 

■■■■a III I lllfllllllB 
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France (Frants) 92100 
Germany (Maris I 174*0 
Greece (Orach.) 43fc00un 
Huoj: (Si 12LM00 

Ireland I Punts) l J 12t>0 
Italy |Lua) 27D0AXM 
Japan (Yen) 190.1000 
MaJu (Lin) 0.6110 


E Buy* 

New Zealand (S) 14300 
Norray (Kroner) 11.4340 
Portugal (Escudos 1281^000 
Spain (Pesetas) 2316000 
Swedes (Kronor) 110400 
Switzerland (Francs) 12900 
Turkey (Lira) 2*2050-0000 
United Sates (S) 1.5715 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 43fi% of 
the raw material far UK newspapers 
In the first half of 1996 
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2/BRIEFING 



Versace leaves £37m to his II -year-old ‘princess*/ 
in an Italian family drama . 


Gianni Versace, the fashion designer shot dead in 
Miami in July, has left £37m to hb 1 1 -year-old niece, 
Allegra. The inheritance represents a 45 per cent 
share of the business Versace began in 1978. 

Allegra Beck (pictured above, left, with Versace 
and her brother Daniel) is the daughter of \fetsace's 
younger sister Donatella, 40, and Paul Beck, a for- 
mer model who manages the advertising side of the 
company. Donatella will take over creative control 
of Versace SpA. while her brother Santo, 53, will 
maintain the position of chief executive. 

Allcgra’s shares will be managed by her parents 
and Santo Veisace. Daniel, 8, will inherit Versace's 
famous art collection which includes works by Pi- 
casso and Leger. It is also thought to be worth £37m. 

The peculiar thing about this Italian family dra- 
ma, is that Santo’s two children have received noth- 


ing in the wQL Versace loved his nieces and. 

nephews more than anyone else in hs life. He criled 

Allegra “my princess' 1 , and said of them as a group 
“I want to see my nieces and nephews grow up t- 1 
want to see their children". He also told the New 
Yorker, “ I get crazy at the idea that a time wfll come 
when I won't see Daniel and Allegra anymore." 

News of the wOL, which was signed by Versace 
on 16 September 1996, leaked late Tuesday night- 
It replaced a previous will drawn up in May 1990. 
In it, both Donatella, who has 20 per cent, and San- 
to, who has 35 per cent, retained their shares in the 
b usin ess. It is thought that Santo 's children have not 
benefited due to the larger share their father holds 
in the business. Versace’s long-term lover, Antonio 
D’Amico was also named in the wflL 

— Mefcmre Rickie 


Vietnam deserter raises uncomfortable ghosts 


The United Stales Marine Corps 
is being forced to confront the 
ghosts of Vietnam, in the penon 
of 48-year-old Randy GaudflL 
Arrested last week on a routine 
border check, nearly 30 years af- 
ter he deserted the Marines and 
fled to Canada. Caudill awaits his 
punishment at Camp Pendleton, 
California, where he served as a 
1 9-year-old radio operator. If con- 
victed of desertion, he faces five 
years in a military jaiL 


The Marines pride themselves 
on being the toughest and truest 
of the American aimed forces, al- 
ways faithful - “ Semper FkkBs" - 
to their own. But former Private 
Caudill is a grandfather and fam- 
ily man, a retired mi-rfianir with 
serious arthritis. He deserted in 
1968, in the year of the Tfet of- 
fensive, as anti-war fervour in the' 
US reached its height. 

“All I want is for them to send 
Randy home real fast,” said his 


wife TVyUa, a teacher. - 

Caudill was arrested returning 
to Canada from one of several vis- 
its to his daughter, when a com- 
puter check turned up a military 
arrest warrant The Marines say 
they take the case “sexioBsfy", but 
may come under pressure to fi- 
nesse charges. A spokesman 
stressed Caudill was being treat- 
ed with dignity: “He is being 
treated as another Marine.” 

— Tim Cornwall Los Angeles 


Women to vie for Irish presidency 


Ireland now feces an intriguing all- 
woman contest for its Presidency 
after Fianna Fail (FF), its largest 
party, sprang a surprise by choos- 
ing academic Mary McAleese 
(right) ahead of farmer Thoiseach 
Albert R^nokfe as their candidate. 

Anti-Reynolds ranks were 
swelled by fears that, if he won, a 
subsequent Dafl by-election defeat 
could spark a general election with 
the Fianna Fail-led government 
possibly losing power. Some 35 FF 
Dail and Senate members were 
newly elected this year. 



Mis McAleese, not currently a 
member, came from behind, win- 
ning the second round by 62 votes 
to 48. Former European Com- 


missioner Michael O'Kennedy 
came third. Fifteen O’Kennedy 
votes defected after planted xn- 
mours that be had pulled out. He 
denied this, but summoned only 
21 of the 37 votes earlier pledged. 

Ms McAleese, 47, an unsuc- 
cessful FF candidate in the 1987 
Irish general election, offered a vi- 
sion that addressed an Ireland 
where “people are not easily 
pigeon-holed". She promised to 
continue Mazy Robinson’s “caring 
outreach” role. 

— Akin Murdoch 


X IPDA-TE 

WORJCPLACE 

Employers come up trumps 

Minis terial that employers would overwhelmingly oppose extend- 
ing the imposition of worker's rights from “day one” of employment may 
have been wide of the mark. • 

Research published yesterday showed that four out of ten finance di- 
rectors- were in favour of such protection. Even among the 49 per cent 
of finance dfrectoiswbo opposed the extension of employees’ rights, some 
rflnM gf* a need feu reducing the two-year qualification period. 

Th* fiadfry nffog pfdL conducted bv Reed Accountancy Personnel 
, , th ^ L , cjw-inUct wr^fl fiymgnt agency, will surprise Blairite politicians who 

y igjx&bx n to abandon the pledge for fear of opposition from the busi- 
‘ J y nggqjA mimi miry . The policy was endorsed by John S m i th , former lead- 
. e^orjbe Labour Party, but wis quietly ditched by his successor. - 

Among the 40 percent of respondents backing day-one rights, one 
; remarked, “ft’s unfair On dayFonb'as much as it is two years down the 
line,” he saidi S&jne boarcLfeeinb^swere more wary. Said one: “Legis- 
latnm-should also pi^ec^tfoeni^^rer from abuse.” 

■ -'?■ — Barrie Clement 

;%-• -V. . • 

CONSUMERS 

Bottled water labelled a ‘con’ 

.Booled water is “one of the greatest coos of the 20th century”, due to it 
^rem^astly overpriced” with little to “differentiate it from tap water” 
. according to water companies. 

- I Announcing, the results of a review of the multi-million pound bot- 

? tied water industry, Pamela Taylor, chief executive of the Water Conrpa- 
JmesAssoriarion (WCA). said yesterday dial bottled water was “marketing's 
’answer to the mlpci o tYiiew clothes”. David Alexander, chairman of the 
/ WCAs technical committee, said that while a litre of tap water cost on 
*- average QJflp, a litre of bottled water costs 50p. “That’s the same sort of 
• - pribe'differentiai which exists between a Ford Escort car and a light air- 
; -craft,” he said. 

But the British Soft Drinks Association immediately hit back, describing 
its business as “highly successful”. Robert Hayward, director general, said: 
“The growth is the result of consumer choice.” Last year the UK market 
-consumed 800 minio n litres of bottled water. — Jojo Mayes 

■ environment • 

Signs of the times clutter the way 

Traffic signs and other roadside 
paraphernalia are major con- 
tributors to a rising tide of clut- 
ter in rural areas, traffic planners 
[ wfll be told today. 

Nefl Sxnden, of the Council for 
the Protection of Rural Eng- 
land, will telJ a national confer- 
ence of highways engineers that 
they have a major role in keep- 
ing the countryside beautiful. 
The charity launched its campaign 
ggamst unnecessary signposts, pylons and advertisements last year. ltdarms 
credit for persuading the Government to drop proposals to relax controls 
over advertisements in rural areas. Mr Sinden will make his plea for co- 
operation at the Conference on Traffic Signs being organised by the In- 
stitute erf Highways Incorporated Engineers at Loughborough. 

— Louise Jury 

HEALTH SERVICE 

Trust mergers may backfire 

One in six NHS trusts are involved in merger talks with neighbouring trusts 
but the savings achieved are likely to be overwhelmed by damage to staff 
morale and opposition from politicians and public, according to a survey. 

Even if a third of all trusts merge, twice the number currently con- 
sidering the move, the savings would be £240m at most, according to the 
survey conducted jointly by the Health Service Journal and Nexus Struc- 
tured Communications. Frank Dobson, Secretary of State for Health, has 
said he expects to see more mergers to reduce duplication of facilities, 
and provide a more efficient service. But the survey found opposition from 
nearly every group, both inside and outside Crusts. Geoffrey Bowden, au- 
thor of the report, said: “The savings are extremely modest for the pain 
and agony that they will put the NHS through." 

— Jeremy Laumnce 
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Flood, famine and higher food prices follow El Nino 
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El Nino, a vast 
disturbance in the 
normal workings of the 
climate system which 

happens every few years, 
is well underway again - 
and this one is going to 
be extra large. It will 
cause drought and 
floods, and raise prices 
. } for commodities like tea 
and coffee. Nicholas Schoon 
analyses the global 
effects. 


con* 
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fire 


It all started last March, several 
months earlier than nor mal 
with a rapid rise in sea surface 
temperatures in the mid and 
eastern Pacific. It changes the 
weather, abruptly and cata- 
strophically, bringing dro ugh t 
to some regions and torrential 
downpours to others thousands 
of miles away. 

• i f Climatologists are already 
confident this will r ank as at 
;,.J' . least the second worst El Nino 
J this century, if not the worst 
The current record holder, 
which happened from 1982 to 
1983, is estimated to have killed 
2,000 people and caused more 
than £5bn worth of damage. 

“This one is well underway 
and it’s proving to be a very 
large event," said Mike Davey, 
the El Nino expert at the 
Meteorological Office's Hadley 
Centre for Climate Prediction 
in Bracknell, Berkshire. 

Taking no chances, the 
South African Cabinet decid- 
ed yesterday to start preparing. 
A special committee for disas- 
ter management was set up. and 
an urgent meeting of African 
ministers convened. Ministers 
A said a severe thought was ex- 
pected from. November to 
March 1998. 

In a world where the key 
natural resources of freshwater, 
fertile soil and forests are 
squeezed by a rising human 
population, drastic departures 
from normal weather patterns 
become more damaging- Yet 
some scientists believe that 
global warming, caused by' 


Way 




ORIGINS 

H Hina stefts off with a rise in sea 
surface temperatures and a dwimfing 
away of trade winds in the central and 
eastern Pacific. Temperatures rise at a 
time of year when they would nomnafy 
be faffing. Tire colours show the 
situation at the beginning ofifris 
month. The darkest shade Is where the 
sea temperature Is 3 degrees C or 
mote above the average for ttie time of 
year. The Bghest shade is where 
temperature is 0.5 degrees or more 
above average. The darter the shade, 
the more the departure from normal. 


EFFECTS NOW 

The drastic change In Pacific 
sea temperatures Is fofowsd 
by drought and flood across 
much or the wort! Already the 
centra] and eastern Pacific are 
receiving heavy rainfall, white 
drought has arrived or been 
prolonged on the other side of 
the ocean. 

DROUGHT NOW- Indonesia, 
Central America, Southern 
Mexico, north east BrazL 


FUTURE EFFECTS 

Ova- the next few months, B 
Nino Is expected to mate ftsetf 
felt around the world. 

DROUGHT FORECAST- 
Indonesta, Phlppines, eastern 
Austrafa, South Africa, Central 
America, Caribbean. 

HEAVY RAUffAa FOREC AST- 
Central Chile, north-eastern 
Argentina and southern Brad, 
Uruguay, southern United 
States and Calforrta. 


CONSEQUENCES 

• Serious brushwood, peat and forest foes fn 
Indonesia and Malaysia 

ft Famine in Papua New Guinea. 

ft Possfote decline in coffee, tea and cocoa 
harvests, with prices rising. 

ft Maize harvest in South Africa and wheat harvest 
in Australia, a major exporter, may be damaged. 

ft THE GOOD NEWS - hurricanes In the north 
Atlantic are reduced in strength and number in B 
Nino years. 



mankin d chang in g the make-up 
of the atmosphere, may ftsetfbe 
exacerbating the natural dimate 
osciltetioiiofEINmowbidibas 
been going on for thousands of 
yeais, increasing its threat 
In the last fewyeazs, El Nino 
! has moved out from the lecture 

ha Ik and laboratories fif riinmte 

science and academia into the 
wider world. 

The phenomenon lasts from . 
tsyo to five, years and begins 


roughly every five years. Nor- 
mally, in the absence of El 
Nino, the trade winds blowing 
across the Pacific from east to 
west “bunch up” warm, surface 
waters on tire western side of 
thepatific. The sea level there 
is several feet higher thao on the 
east, and tire sea temperatures 
are also higher. Along the 
South American coast, cold 
waters well up from deep ocean 
trenches, helping, to maintain 


this temperature difference 
across 9,000 tniles of ocean. 

El Nino erases this differ- 
ence. When it starts, usually 
around June, the trade winds 
slacken and the sea surface tem- 
peratures in the central and 
eastern Pacific- begin to rise. 
What begins this process is 
not known (and its onset can- 
not yet be accurately predicted) 
but it is a positive feedback - 
the rising sea temperatures 


tend to weaken the trade winds, 
which in turn raises the tem- 
peratures further. 

Scientists using satellites 
and sensor buoys spot the phe- 
nomenon as a fast growing 
area of surface water where the 
temperature is several degrees 
warmer than it should be for the 
time of year. This temperature 
“anomaly” grows in area and 
. depth, soon covering sea the 
size of a continent By Christ- 


mas it is pressed up against hun- 
dreds of miles of Ecuador and 
Peru; people there named it 
“the boy child” after Jesus. 
The ocean upwelling slows 
down, the surface water is as 
much as eight degrees warmer 
than normal, and the fishing is 
severely disrupted. 

Onshore there is extremely 
heavy rainfall. The effects swift- 
ly spread to other continents as 
the atmosphere and winds re- 


spond to the change in sea tem- 
peratures. On the other side of 
the Pacific, drought has al- 
ready hit large areas of South 
East Asia and Australia - and 
El Nino is being blamed. Dr 
Davey said its impact on weath- 
er was heaviest around the Pa- 
cific rim, bui it conld be seen 
in Africa and as far north as 
Alaska. One of the few places 
where no climatologist can 
confidently claim El Nino is at 


work, at least as yet, is Europe. 
In Australia, a government- 
backed forecasting organisation 
is predicting that the country's 
next wheat harvest could be 
slashed by one sixth because of 
the resulting drought And in 
South Africa, Agriculture Min- 
ister Derek Haoekom said last 
week that the expected onset of 
El Nino-related drought could 
halve the country’s corn crop, 
costing more than 1 billion 
rand (£130m) in lost exports. 

David Lubin, economic ad- 
viser for emerging markets at 
banking group HSBC in Lon- 
don, said: u No one is able to 
identify the global effects but 
the basic picture is that prices 
will go up. incomes will go 
down and trade balances will be 
hit.” There arc worries about 
how El Nino will affect cocoa, 
coffee and lea harvests. At the 
world's biggest futures ex- 
change, the Chicago Board of 
Trade, some traders have al- 
ready noticed abnormally large 
price hedging. 

El Nino will be threatening 
southern hemisphere maize 
and wheal harvests just after 
world grain reserves have be- 
gun to recover from a couple 
of lean years which have sent 
international prices soaring. 

In Indonesia, fires used to 
clear brushwood from planta- 
tion sires have gone out of 
control due to the dry condi- 
tions, and El Nino is blamed 
again. A pall of smoke and haze 
has covered Singapore and 
swathes of Malaysia as well as 
much of Indonesia, threatening 
the health of milli ons of peo- 
ple and closing airports. In 
Papua New Guinea, villagers 
are leaving their homes in the 
highlands and traditionally 
prized pigs are being mid to buy 
food as a drought continues. 

In the country closest to the 
phenomenon, Peru, the Central 
Bank forecast a slowdown in 
economic growth to 5 per cent 
next year from 6 per cent fa 
1997 because of likely flooding 
along the northern coasL, 
droughts fa the southern high- 
lands and reduced fish catches. 
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Risk of the great deluge abates 





Weather experts and 
environmental agencies 
had been bracing 
themselves for severe 
flooding from tides 
affected by the 
movements of the Moon. 

I and the Sun. But as 

* Jojo Moyes found, low 
winds mean that 
homeowners on the 
coast can breathe easy. 


An extraordinary combination 
of astronomical events which 
threatened ■ to cause major 
flooding along Britain’s coast- 
lines this week look set to pass 
without wreaking destruction. 

From today until Saturday, • 
the effects of the Sim, 'Mood 


and the Earth's rotation will 
join to produce the highest 
“astronomic tides” seen in 
Britain for 40 years. Combined 
wjfoh^wmdSy lbesc were pre- 
dicted to cause “surges” lead- 
ing to unusually high tides and 
extensive flooding. 

The unusual conditions wiD 
peak this morning and any 
high winds during could pro- 
duce tides as much as 3 metres 
above normal levels. The En- 
vironment Agency has issued a 
wanting and asked people to be 
aware .of the Good warning 
service. The Thames Barrier 
was raised earlier this week for 
checks fa preparation for high 
. tides tonight and tomorrow, 

But forecasters are now pre- 
dicting that the weather over 
the next few days wift&e land, 

■ meanin g that tides shoold not 
reach Good level. “Over .'.the . 


next four days we*ve got a nice, 

■ big, fat high-pressure system 
ovm the British Isles which win 
produce light winds, so there 
won’t be anything that the sea- 
defences cannot cope with,” 
said BAl WealhexCentre fore- 
caster Philip Eden. 

. The tide levels and weath- 
er forecasts are entered into a 
computer system made by the 
Proudman Oceonographic 
Laboratory (POL), which then 
predicts conditions 36 hours 
ahead. A spokeswoman said 
that latest predictions “were 
certainly not showing anything 
desperate yet”. 

Peter Borrows, flood de- 
fence manager at the Environ- 
ment Agenty, said: “These very 
high astronomical tides in 
foemselves don’t present a 
threat. It is only if on top of 
: these tides we get a surge be- 


cause of adverse weather con- 
ditions that we start to wony.” 

A spokeswoman for the 
ageoty said earlier that only the 
lowest-level “yellow” precau- 
tionary flood wanting had gpn e 
out in the South-west of Eng- 
land for today, with other parts 
of the country confident they 
would escape Gooding. 

This week is unusual be- 
cause several different astro- 
nomical cycles which rule the 
tides all peak. Dave Smith, 
head of the Storm Tide Wan- 
ing Service at the Met Office, 
said: “The astronomic tides 
are going to he near to their 
highest value in certain loca- 
tions around the UK. 

“Every year at around tins 
time, during the equinoxes 
when the Moon is closest to tiie 
Earth, yon have this big varia- 
tion in the cycle.” 



Forget the primordial soup: according to the 
latest theory, we are all descended from ET 



f Life on Earth may have 
been seeded by comets 
and meteorites, 
according to new 
research. Chorfcs Arthur, 
Science Editor, say* ***** 
means we’re a/I extra- 
terrestrials - and that 
life has existed longer 

.than the solar system’s 
five billion years. 

Chemistry students studying 
the structure of compounds 

soon learn that many structures 

can have a “left-handed and 

a “right-handed” formation. 
The nxtiecufcsaie composed of 
the same elements, linked tn the 
same order, but their physical 
structures arc mirror images - 
like gloves. Ammo adds, the 
small molecules which makeup 
proteins, can also show 

-handedness". ■ 

vt/wj scientists vini" 

University of Virginia nave 



-“Murchison meteorite” Mid 
found that the amino adds in- 
side it are mainly left-handed 
And it is probably no comd- 
derice that amino adds, fa fir- 
ing things on Earth are the 
“left-handed” form. ■ 

Increasingly, scientists reck- 
on that the eaifyJife on Earth' 
did not start fa a “primeval, 
soup" powered by lightning 


meteor impacts. That idea has 
been boosted by discoveries of 
comp lex molecules in the tails 
and ky cores of comets. • 
The news vindicates the sci- 
entists Fred Hoyle and Chaor 
dra Widqainsingfafc, who have 
maintain ed that life could and 
did originate® cometaiy ma- 
terial, which then brought it to 
Earth. Their views were fre- 
quently dismissed. But recent- 
ly more scientists have crane 
around to agree with them. 


Early theories suggested 
that life cm Earth formed fa a 
“primeval soup”. Chance would 
suggest that it would have had 
equal amounts of left- and 
right-handed amino adds, and 
hence proteins. But it does 
not Living proteins are built qn 
left-handed ammo acids. 

The Murchison meteorite, 
which struck Earth in 1969, also 
has . a surplus of left-handed 
ammo acids. Critics ' have re- 
peatedly suggested that that was 

because the meteorite was con- 
taminated • by terrestrial 
1 sources. Bat the latest studies, 
reported today in the science 
journal Nature, have shown 
that this -is not the case: amino 
adds deep inside the meteorite 
■had the wrong proportions of 
different isotopes of nitrogen to 
- have been formed on Earth. 

That means extra-terrestri- 
al fife - and.its preqirsors -is 
left-handed, Jnst Kke life on 
EartfrBmmanycoKiricob}ec& 
are far cWraThanthe Solar Sys- 
tem, which formed abbot ;5 
billion years ago. 


You can't put 

a price 

on customer care, 
but you can 
put a number on it 

0800. 


68%' of people think that companies with an 0800 number 
care more for their customers. And goodwill is ^ood business. 


Why not change the way we tank? 


Try an 0800 number for 3 months for only £2o plus call charges. 

Freefone 0800 800 800 


OFFER ENOS 31. 13*7 ON CONNECTIONS BY 3t.1.S8. 'SOURCE: DIRECT MARKETING ASSOCIATION. 
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For the right 

3 year fixed rate mortgage, 
look in our window. 
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Fixed rate mortgages as Sow as 6.45% 6.8% APR! 
Up to £1,000 towards legal fees: Up to £405 towards 
valuation costs 7 . 1 Don't just stand there, come in and talk 
to us, or ca if 0800 10 11 10 for an information pack. 
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Get a little extra help. 
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5/HEALTH NEWS 


Aids in US is spreading faster among women than men 




Researchers have discov- 
ered that Aids is spread- 
ing more quickly among 
women in the United 
States than among men 
and that sexual contact 
- not infected needles - 
is the leading cause. The 
new findings offer a 
^ gloomy counterpoint to 
■J recent happier news on 
the treatment of Aids. 

In New York, David Us- 
bome takes a look. 


In most of the developed world, 
at least, the enemy has been in 
retreat ail year. Study after 
study have shown aew success 
in the prescription of drug 
cocktails to tame the impact on 
patieDts of HIV, the virus that 
leads to Aids. 

Last week, officials in M&sh- 
ington offered this: the Aids 
mortality rale in America fell 
26 per cent between 1995 and 
3 1996. Moreover, the disease lost 
its crown as the leading cause 
of death among 25 to 44-year- 
old Americans. Now it is num- 
ber two, just behind accidents 
and a little ahead of cancer. 

But this latest report, pub- 
lished in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association 
and completed by researchers 


at the Centers for Disease 
Control in Atlanta, stops the 
music: there is still no vaccina- 
tion and more Americans, 
especially the poor and disad- 
vantaged, are getting the virus. 

Moreover, the report, which 
Spans 1991 to the end ofl995, 
shows that the number of those 
infected is now climbing fastest 
among American women. 

“There has been a lot of at- 
tention on the dec linin g death 
rule; this is the rest of the sto- 
ty,” said Daniel 7 ingaif» who 
is director of the US advocacy 
group Aids Action. 

The number of women di- 
agnosed with Aids between 
1991 and 1995 grew in the 
United States by 63 per cent 
compared with an increase of 
12.8 per cent for men. By the 
end of 2995, there were 67,400 
women diagnosed with the dis- 
ease since the epidemic began. 
Of those, 11,500 were identified 
in 1995. 

Even so, Aids, once dubbed 
the gay man’s plague, is still 
more prevalent among men 
than women. In 1995, for in- 
stance, the cases of women in- 
fected with HIV remained only 
about 19 per cent of the total 
for the year. 

Attracting particular con- 
cern, however, are the behav- 
ioural findings behind the 
statistics. The CDC suggests 
that while sharing of dirty nee- 
dles was for a long time con- 



sidered the principle source of 
HIV infection among women 
patients, since 1993 sex with in- 
fected men has become the 
main culprit 

By 1995, 52 per cent of 
Aids cases among women could 
be traced back to sex with- in- 


fected men. up from 40 per cent 
in 1991. By comparison, about 
53 per cent of the men who con- 
tracted HIV in 1993 did so 
through homosexual contact. 
That was sharply down from 63 
per cent in 1991. The sexual 
contact dimension is especial- 


ly important, the study says, 
among women under the age of 
25. They are 2 >c times more 
likely to catch HIV from sexu- 
al contact than by exposure to 
dirty needles for drug injection. 

“It’s critical to reach young 
people before they reach the 


age of having sex and injecting 
drugs,” urged Dr Pascale Wori- 
ley, the chief researcher on the 
study. “The key is, gel them 
before they even start”. 

Among the more striking 
findings in the study was that 
many adolescent women were 


Elizabeth G laser, wife of 
the actor Paul Michael 
Glaser, who contracted 
Aids through a blood 
transfusion, and died aged 
47. She was a tireless 
campaigner for women 
with Aids 

Photograph: Alain Berfiner/FSP 


contracting the virus through 
sexual contact with men sig- 
nificantly older than them- 
selves. Moreover, the greater 
the age-gap. the less likely it was 
that the woman, often in her 
teens, would insist on him us- 
ing a condom. 


Mr Zingale of Aids Action 
insists that this means that 
while education of young 
women is important, so too is 
education of the men that may 
sleep with them. “Cbndoms 
cost 40 cents. Aids drugs cost 
$40 a day and may or may not . 
work,” he pointed ouL 

Researchers also confirmed 
fears that Aids is spreading 
fastest in the American Deep 
South. They suggested that this 
was caused by an epidemic of 
cocaine use irf the region as well 
as the predominance, espe- 
cially among poorer groups, of 
syphQlis. 

While the figures in the 
study do not go beyond the end 
of 1995, officials have indicat- 
ed that new statistics due out 
later this week will confirm the 
same trends. 




Doctors urge patients with 
flu to treat themselves 


FULLY 



Patients with colds and 
flu are clogging up GPs* 
surgeries and preventing 
those with more serious 
conditions getting 
treatment. A campaign 
bunched-yesterday . 
seeks to persuade, 
people \o sta^.awj^' • Y 
from the surgery this 
winter. Jeremy Laurence, 
Health Editor , reports. 


Up to half of patients consult- 
ing GPs during the peak win- 
ter colds and flu season seek 
treatment for conditions that 
doctors can do nothing about.- 
The 4 million adults who 
made the trip to ihe surgery last 
winter with “flu" symptoms- 
Riches, pains, coughs and 
-'Sneezes - could have saved 
themselves the trouble by 
stocking up tin over-the- 
counter remedies, doctors say. 

Antibiotics, which tackle 
bacteria, are useless against 
colds and flu. which are caused 
by viruses. Thai leaves donors 
able to offer only the same ad- 
vice as pharmacists - drink 
plenty of liquids and take an 


over-the-counter flu remedy. - 

The Doctor Patient Part- 
nership, a collaboration be- 
tween the British Medical' 
Association and the Patients’ 
Association, backed by £3m of 
.Government funding, launched 
, .its flu campaign yesterday, urg- 
ing people to stock tip on 
paracetamol and cough medi- 
cine before thewinter: 

~ 7 Dr Simon Bcadd, chairman 
■bftbe partnership, bid: “Un- 
fortunately, we don’t have a 
magic treatment for colds and 
flu. Antibiotics don’t work. All 
we can give is medicine to 
treat the symptoms which peo- 
ple can buy for themselves.” 

He denied doctors were 
seeking an easier life by turn- 
ing patients away “This is not 
about withdrawing services, it 
. ig about helping the public to 
.treat themselves better." 

Y : Dr Fradd said the “sad 
thing" was that many people 
came into the surgery having 
hadjflu for four or five days and 
had taken nothing for it. Ear- 
ly treatment helped reduce dfa- ' 
comfort. 

One [rick, when symptoms 
were bad, was to take aspirin 
and paracetamol in combina- 
tion. Dr Fradd said: “They are 
totally different drugsand they 


work in different ways. Aspirin 

away the aches. Para ce tamol is 
a painkiller that enables toler- 
ance of the symptoms.'' 

Neither drug may be taken 
more often than once in six 
houjs but combined, they can be 
alternated every three hours. 

- = • Most people would take a 
fewdaystci start to fed better . 
and should themselves for 

at least k Week before ringing 
the surgeiy. Dr Fradd added: 
“Of course, if you oryour child 
have , very severe symptoms, 
become unduly short of breath, 
cough up blood or large 
amounts of green or yellow 
phlegm, you should call your 
GP for advice.” 

Cathy Gritzner, general 
manager of the Patients’ As- 
sociation, said the campaign 
was necessary to ease the pres- 
sure on GPS and allow the se- 
riously ill to be treated more 
quickly and given more time. 
"We knows lot of patients have 
difficulty getting to see their 
GPs, with long waits for ap- 
pointments.- If people with 
colds, and flu can treat them- 
selves those who are not at all 
weD can get to see the GP more 
qnkddy and obtain the help they 
need.” 


Getting sacked or divorced is 
more stressful than going to jail 



A new ranking of the 
most stressful life events 
shows that people find it 
^more disturbing to be 
- divorced or fired from 

work than to go to 
prison. Jeremy Laurence, 
Health Editor, reports 
on a league table of 
psychiatric risks. 

Die prospect of suffering a ma- 
jor personal injury or illness k 
much more worrying to people 
than it was 21 ) years ago. it 
comes sixth in a list of the most 
stressful life events, up from 
1 ft in a similar list drawn op 
20 yours ago- 

The ranking, by VS psychi- 
atrists, is based on a study 
42? volunteers who were asked 
lo a»ess 87 life events. The re- 
sults showed changes com- 
pared with rankings made m 
1977. with greater concern 
about health, relationship ana 
work diOkulocs but less con- 

f|- cero about money. retiremcni 

and re*.. „ _ . , ' 

The study, published m the 

Journal of fsyckasorMiic &- 
ieorchund reported by Hospt- ; 


LIFE'S TRIALS - THEN AND NOW 


1997 

1. Death of spouse 

2. Divorce ' 

3. Death of dose family 
member 

4 . Marital separation 

5. Fired from work _ 

6. Major illness or injury 

7. Jail term 

8. Dead 1 of dose friend 

9. Pregnancy 

[Q. Major business 
readjustment 

11. Loan repayment demand 

12. Gain new family member 

‘ B. Marital recondition . 

14. Change in health of family 

15. Change in financial state • 


tal Doctor, showed that women 
scored 86 of the 87 events as 

more stressful than men. How- 
ever, the researchers, from the 
Vetera* 1 * Affairs Medical Cen- 
tre, in Reno, Nevada, data this , 
does noi show that women 
overreact to fife stresses,' but 
that men underreact. 

An earlier scale was pro- 
duced In the 1960 s and the au- 


1977 

1. Death of spouse 

2. Death of close family 
member 

3. Rred from work 

4. Divorce 

5. Pregnancy 

6. jafl term 

7. Loan repayment demand - 

8. Marital separation 

9. Change In health of family 
member ; 

10. Marriage 

11. Retirement 

EL Sexual difficulties 

13. Change In fioandal state 

14. Gain new family member 

15. Death of dose friend . 


thors of the new study say 
overall life stress appears - to 
have increased by 45 per cent 
over the 40 year period. .* 
Unmarried people gave 
higher scores across the range 
of events than those who were ■ 
married indicating that the sin- 
gle find life a greater trial than 
those who can look to a part- 
ner for support 7 
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SAVE £450 ON THIS GREAT 
KITCHEN APPLIANCES PACKAGE 



■ APPLIANCE Maura 
" Mpkmkt Sdect 610 Single Oven ahvisii)ro£329.99 
I Diplomat Select Gas Hob AMusa .£119.99 

I Dduu 60cm Extractor *n2ii202 £49.99 

Dqpkmurt tnra yn A d ttahw»«hw akjbimh£449 J99 
| m hHagimd Fridge BfeearxPMBw ... ..£499.99 



I PACKAGE 
1 PRICE 


wm?. 




itefc 






m 


✓ Free pfenning and design aduto 


✓48 Hygeraand Schrriber aytes 
to choose front 

V Cabstets guaranteed for W yean 
✓irtftaUjUon gimnrtued for 12 iraxrtfB 
✓Free deEvery (to mainland addreses) 

✓ Fully experienced professional team 
KbfKjl registered) 

✓A call to check fuByr satisfied 
OpOonal extras available 
decorating, plastering, flooring, UIng. 

adtSKHW plwmbine ai>d etwto 

Ptoate ask Mora lor Ml dads 


Th« price of £2487.79 is far cabinet* shown, inset Sink Top WN3801). Waste and Overflow (HAN401), Mixer Tap (TAP3301), Worktop 6m x 38mm, Comice, Matching Plinth, Oven CAPL3201), 
Hob (APL1103), Extractor (APM2591) and Installation which Indudes fixing cabinets to walK attaching doors and adjusting, fitting worktops, sinks, plinths and cornices and free fitting of 
appliances purchased from MR home works as part of your kitchen installation, fitted to suitable existing supply fixing to be within 500mm but does not include tiles, ornaments; accessories etc. 


MFI 




FOR YOUR NEARtST STORE PHONE 

Fr,EbrA o[ 0300 192192 


SHOPPING HOURS: Mon 10-8, Tues 10-6, Wed 10-6, Thurs 10-6, Fri 10-8, Sat 9-6, Sun 11-5, 

Northern Ireland exceptions: Mon 10 - 6 . Wed 10-9, Thurs 10-9, Fri 10-9, Sun 12-5. 
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Currys 


^INTEREST FREE OPTION 

ON ALL TV VIDEO & 
CAMCORDERS OVER <200 





TV VIDEO PACKAGES 

SAVEt u o p £100 





SAVE si 10 

OfM SONY PLAYSTATION PACKAGE 


5% OFF 

PLAYSTATION 

SOFTWARE 

WITH VOUCHER 


10% OFF 

ALL 

GAMES CONSOLE 
ACCESSORIES 


WITH VOUCHER 



" £ 


110 


SONY PLAYSTATION 


6 -Game Pack 

Indudes Hankane 4 »L Onsida Soocar, Alien Trilogy 

of Butt A Mow i Descent 2 or Star eudtatot 

Psychic Force end your choice of PtoySwtton 
Platinum tide ph« PlayStation pod. 

Total Separate Soiling Price £351 32. 


CURRYS PRICE 

{239.95 >* 



FEATURES INCLUDE: 


■ OtMoeen menu far oasa-of-ure. 

■ VideoPUe for quick and easy 
pro gr amming. 

■ Me* search. 

■ Auto-tunbg and SCARToomtectoe. 



VIDEO RECORDERS 

FROM UNDER £ 115 


SALE PRICE HELD 

save 


SONY 


ON A HUGE RANGE OF TOP BRAND PRODUCTS 



21' TV/VfdM Package 
21'TVwltti Panaxt 
■ 51cm visible screen size. 

■Auto-tune far etiy Installation. 

Model 21T3. 

puis CURRYS 

SONY Long Ptoy PACKAGE PRICE 
Wdeowfth — _ 

VUeoPMsandPOC |AA 
Model SLVE 220. /■ 1111 

sf £433 


'10 




SALE PRICE HELD 

- — t- ! 1 ,vr 


s 


£25 


JTSx 


ADVANCED 
I FEATURES IVCL-DE: 


l On-screen 
displays, 
i Auto set-up 
facility. 


PANASONIC 

4-Head NICAM Stereo Video 
with VideoPfus and PDC 
Model NVHD620& 
was £37939. 

9 MONTHS arrotEST 
HIE OPTION* 


MITSUBISHI 




Model HS7S1. 
ws OTsrwte oaa. 


CURRYS MUCE 

£34399 


FITTTT: 


)In L-.dl. ■ 


Oivscraan db| 
Model V727. 


& 


A* 







CINEMA AT HOME 


SAVE VS e200 




PHILIPS 


SAVE 


28" Widescreen Dolby Pro-Logic Surround Sound TV 

■ 66 cm visible screen size. 

■ Fasten for easy access to Teletext _ 

information services. CURRYS PRICE 

■ 6 wide screen viewing inodes. 4 % Jte 

■ Front headphone socket. 9 !■ 1| 

Model 28PW6332C. m m ** 

Was £3BM9. Was £899.99. t f J IIU 

12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* ** H ** 


LOWER THAN SALE PRICE 


4. 


zexzei 2ccr^AT 


n • • 


SALE PRICE HELD 


SMI 




SALE price held 


3SS 



FERGUSON 20* TV/VUeoPadta 

20* POCAM Stereo TV 
■WanvMMeiQrei ttte. a* — 

PUB ^MUKuama 

leogfeyVIdaeiaMi IRA 

VMcofkaMimc nri|] rlllM 

uoddT5i73a*vi(B.fiUAJ ITliif 

Total Separa Sefflng Price £59998. 

• MONTHS WISEST HS OPnON* 


,-2001 




Model KV29F3L 


T 


i?e 


SALE PRICE HELD 


•50 


M 


TOSHIBA — arp c*ypiu 4 fl 9 te 

SurtowdSoondTV — — gators rwxx 

•5T2? WmMto* 

■ FSTsxierbbdDix^BS £0*f339 

Model 28778. 



SALE PRICE HELD 

i:Wa;fcf3 





PANASONIC lorgRvVMottMi 


SALE PRICE HELD 

— rrr 



20JSS 


L.d l.‘. 


SALE PRICE HELD 

IM C 


.... , .20 


,..0 



SALE PRICE HELD 


SALE PRICE HELD 


:,M ; 1 lowe r than sale price | 


MITSUBISHI B’lWVUaaFBdaga 

29* Defer Pre-task Surround Sound TV 
90BvWUeio«en«ze. aaxn 

PLUS ^HMOMlim 

Long Hay Who MM 

VUaaHat and TDC - AM 

stadritSManHsaLBliU Li Vd 

T6tal Separate SeUng Prka £89998. 


^PORTABLE TVs 

FROM UNDER -120 


20 "- 21" TELEVISIONS 

SAVE VS e50 


,10 


£10 




LOWER THAN 




30 




SONY 2i*wcamsmo 

wftti Pattern HW ° 

■ Lion wvblr gs3g&4 

uievn vie MffWM r 

■ Auto-tune fot HM a 

easy untaOanon Model 21X1 


£36 


AMSmcv o TV 

Sf39S 


GRUNDIG 

21' N£AM Stereo TV with Fasten 

■ 51on visible screen size. 

■ Fasten for easy access 
to Teletext services. 

■ Superb NICAM 
stereo sound. 

CURRYS PRICE 

SMS* *)AQ 

IT £*3399 




25- 29 TELEVISIONS 

SAVE to el OO 


«* v 




SALE PRICE HELD 



MATSUI 


ICO 


ASO NIC 28* NICAM Stereo TV with Fastaxt 

■ 66cm visible screen size 

■ Fatten tor easy access to 

Teletext mv-ies VOUCHER PRICE 

■ Superb NICAM stereo sound mb 

Model TX2BID1 P M O 

Was 1699 91 In store Puce £549.99 | AA 

t MONTHS MTSCSTFRUOPTlOtt* fj I T QQ 

HURRY! WHILE STOCKS LAST £l# I 



: 3 0 


IIIvIIIT_XTinZ r ia A 

UVJ.U Jl 


;^P^0 


T i * ' r 


I ALL PRICE HELD 


SANYO 


,50 



SALE PRICE HELD 




& 


& 




£10 


GRUNDIG 


«»y 


39 


SANYO tong Hay Video uMi 




MATSUI am 

4-Head WCAM Stereo Video with 

CURRYSPRia 

Auto set-up 


£40 


«I» 


VP9605. 
was £23999. 


3ES£bo 


SALE PRICE HELD 

RIBiUC 


LOWER THAN SALE PRICE 
L-r*TU»J 



CAMCORDERS SAVE t^Ilof filOO 
PLUS VS 18 MONTHS 


INTEREST FREE OPTION 


£*di& 



=50 


1 1 1 .71. . * ■ .-!■ ' - 1 1 . . _-_-t ■ . jT.' 

SALE PRICE HELD 

gja s as 


JVC Digital I 

Video Camera with 
100 k Super Digital Zoom 


:70 


LOWER THAN SALE PRICI 

Him 


! l lfe:MgTT. a -iL^'t r 3 ! 


■ 4:120 


SALE PRICE HELD 



f 1 0 0 


|~T“T7r'“ IT .. t; :■ 

SALE PRICE HELD 


14" Remote Control TV 

■ 34cm visible 

■ST ^CURRYS PRM 

second urt. _ 

“ £139m 


JVCVHKteaMd 

momSSSSl 


£11999 


LOWER THAN SALE PRICE 
[TigtTii 


r d :~r~ 


SALE PRICE HELD 


Mi 




50 


SAI f PRICE HELD 




P ■■ ''jsf 

■s ^ 


■Mimr- 


sV 



50 , 


SAVE 

ElOO 


SALE PKICt HELD 
.III— p — T7T7 


1 


wHHSiZMa 
Modal TBOT. Me 


£549* 


ssa.2o 


ms* 


£129* 


BMCNMft 




£499* 



LCD SCREEN AND 
HI-8 CAMCORDERS 





SALE PRICE HELD 


£ 179* 


4 SANYO 

B— 8xnm Camcorder 
with Colour Viewfinder 
Model VMEX5B0. 

CURRYS PRICE 


FREE 

14" COLOUR TV 


js&eegEL. 


A 




3sU4.Il-.'! ’ !" ! 1 1 1- 


70 


HITACHI 

8mm Camconfer with 3T 
LCD Screen and Speaker 

CURRYS PRICE 

i iwm wj CufCo. 

■ B wn oitcDrtrot 
Model VSS3S. 



/- 


S3 


■ ALL PRICE HELD 


£50fii>fc 


Only Currys bring you all this... 


mms . a 





S»9r 

a:* 




ON 


Many «f Maamn pdas are Cam ton an 

53 * 5*8 a IhM pne* for Vie un pmdnn 
nw. boaad md * nodi 
M *|o<al dWf trttui 7 days pi purchase awd 
Vfrn mm It 

WE’LL NEVER 
BE BEATEN 


4*:. 


For mas large items 
if you phone before 
Warn Monday to 

Friday and Are 
within lOmlod 
a Currys store. 







MfYmoouaown 
noa ask m-store 
fordetarik 


*Fo» encept w nal 
■Iwedgawte 
MCletad ltd 


:MOPS: 


Fordtfrct doorstep 
da l kwqt Free pho ne 
0500 30004 or iea 
01442 889X5 (9»m- 
5 30pm Mon- Sat 

10 *re^pm Sue). 
P d reiy charge from 
025 MR of 
DIG Mail Lid 


PC RAN 


AwBabie bvstore. 


7DKHAMB 

0»T516S16 
Cads cost sop per 
ndnuu. 


+■ 


Oitd liu-oauAiig 
gasjodelearic 
cookers by CORGi 
regateredengm aart 
(cKfudas Northam 
Wwf wduta d 
^ipIILIi Bond. 


Currys 


BRITAIN’S BIGGEST 
ELECTRICAL STORES 


|4- EXAM?LS 0 c ! 
I.VTiRt ST 
FREE OPTION ! 
ON SEvtaEO] 
F^oouas 


nowir»onKS-3rS?H 

aaordlng m tb* ptded itrad *nd> At pmArit 
SnoRKmiiWMa'itMMuidrefsnfwdicadi 
Exar^da bawd on CaPi ftxe of £< 91.19 


gr S?£SE5rs2. I, " i 

(urwldl) UM 12* nootNy 

TSZST^Sr***** 




28% dapoak of £9999. 

ssfflar - 

pa y*Um£mAl 


For loan itepaaCTOOB M»d bum nihilmww daprett 
b T09L SoMaatosatxts whanyouapwia 


on req u o i tftBHC Oqn KtWriK, Sfaytmds Ouei— 

Hlta^HOMMaiA totpffZ 7TO. CAppBiMs 

batTrewni 21 In northern IndintU 


CHf* 


I: ^^I CH OUT F °R OUR VOUCHER SPFC1AI.S 






lt H 








**% 





" J >SM 
























































7/EDUCATION 


THE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 
18 SEPTEMBER l ot >7 




Hackney puts 
safety of 
pupils at risk 


History of 
in-fighting 
and bad 
managers 


■239 


Safety and well-being of 
children at schools in a 
^ rundown part of London 
j is at risk, according to a 
ferociously critical 
report to be released 
today. 

In an unprecedented 
verdict, inspectors found 
that Hackney, which 
oversees the education 
of more than 10,000 
children, is breaking the 
law by failing them 
badly. Anthony Bevins and 
Judith Judd report. 




vrsuir. 




fin 




Hackney politicians are prepar- 
ing to accept the offer of an in- 
tervention team appointed by 
the Government to sort out the 
borough’s education service. 

A report from inspectors at 
the Office for Standards in Ed- 
ucation to be published today 
is expected to argue that the ad- 
ministration in Hackney has col- 
lapsed. Some children are not 
even being given places in 
school and the authority is fail- 
ing to offer support to its 69 
schools. 

H will paint a picture of a 
drifting and leaderless educa- 
tion authority which lacks not 
only a director of education but 
also an entire second tier of of- 
ficers. Ministers' decision to 
send in a team of experts re- 
flects their determination to be 
as lough on failing education 
authorities as on faffing schools. 

Richard Painter, who bead- 
ed the hit squad For Hackney 
Downs School which led to its 
closure, will lead the team,, 
which has been given until Jan- 
uary to report Two other mem- 
bers are Anti Sofer, Tower 
Hamlets' former director of. 
education and Pat Collarbone, 
a former Hackney head. Extra 


money will be on offer as an in- 
ducement to councillors to 
agree to intervention. 

At present, the Gove rnment 
cannot force the authority to ac- 
cept help, though it has said that 
it intends to acquire new pow- 
ers to takeover failing local ed- 
ucation authorities in the 
education bill to be published 
this autumn. 

Every headteacher in Hack- 
ney will this morning receive a 
fax explaining that the inter- 
vention is intended to deal with 
(be problems at the town hall 
and is not a reflection on 
schools’ or teachers’ efforts. 
All parents win also be sent let- 
ters of explanation. 

Brian Sedgemore Labour 
MP for Hackney South and 
Shoreditch, said: “This has got 
a lot worse over the last IS 
months after control of the 
borough was taken over by a 
coalition of Tbries, liberals 
and expelled Labour council- 
lors. There has been no direc- 
tor of education for the last 1$ 
months and control has been 
left in the hands of third-tier of- 
ficers. The chief executive has 
lost the plot.” 

Conservatives, liberal De- 
mocrats and Labour councQlais 
said last night that they would 
welcome the offer of the 
Government-appointed team. 

Mark Lushington, division- 
al secretary of the Hackney 
branch of the National Union 
of Teachers, said: "Many good 
things are happening in Hack- 
ney. We are one of the fastest 
improving local education au- 
thorities in terms of.GCSE re- 
sults in the last seven year. 

“Some council officers have 
been extremely supportive but 
there has been a lack of lead- 
ership and grip since the dis- 
solution of the loner London . 
Education Authority. We be- 
. lieve in local democracy but we 
have not been well served by 
politicians.” 


Heads and teachers in Hackney believe that 
the collapse of the education authority is 
the result of both political in-fighting and 
weak management. 

The ruling Labour group on the north- 
easi London council was disbanded by the 
national party last year after 17 out of 36 
of them voted with Conservatives and Lib- 
eral Democrats against the party's official 
candidate for mayor. The decision came af- 
ter Labours national executive had spent 
months investigating the group over alle- 
gations of dirty tricks, vote-rigging and the 
formation of an unofficial caucus. 

At the end of July last year, Gus John, 
Britain's first black director of education, 
took early retirement after three months 
on sick leave. He accused councillors of be- 
having like "a bunch of gangsters putting 
out a contract on someone then gathering 
at their funeral to speak eloquent eulogies”. 
He said that they had foiled to defend him 
from attacks by left-wing teachers and gay 
activists. 

In August the party tried to end a war 
between factions in the council. Five mem- 
bers were suspended and the leader and lo- 
cal party chairman were in effect barred 
from holding office for 22 months. 

The five were suspended after daims that 
an unauthorised decision-making body 
had been forming policy in private. 

The split among Labour councillors per- 
sists with those expelled from the party of- 
ten voting alongside Liberal Democrats and 
Conservatives. 

There has been no director of education 
for 18 months and, during that time, there 
have been two attempts to restructure the 
council in different ways. 

The instability has led to the departure 
of nearly all the council's senior education 
officers. The last remaining senior official 
leaves for a job in Camden this week. 

Hackney schools have hit the headlines 
in unwelcome ways. Hackney Downs was 
tbe fust school to be taken over by a hit 
squad set up by the previous government 

__ — yr - after inspectors declared that it was foiling 

^ its pupils. 

( fL* '"V I ' A slonTl ako broke over KJngsmcad pri- 

' mary school where the head, Jane Brown, 

, refused tickets for pupils to attend a per- 
fo rmance of a ballet of Romeo and Juliet 
because it was “entirely about heterosex- 

-Donna Campbell, who attends Cardinal Pole School, in Homerton, east London, a school under the care of the much-criticised Hackney ual love.” 

borough education service, which is art to be taken over by a Government-appointed team Photograph: Peter Macdiarmld -Judith Judd 
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Fraud crackdown will root out 
dentists’ tricks and dodges 


Some dentists have falsely 
claimed they open their surgeries 
at weekends to deal with 
emergency cases in order to 
obtain bonus payments from the 
NHS. It is one of the tricks which 
are to be rooted out in a 
crackdown on fraud in dentistry 
to be announced today, reports 
Cofin Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent. 


Tbe Government will today announce that 
it is tightening checks on NHS payments 
to stop fraud by dentists who have been 
overcharging for their work. 

Alan Milbum, the health minis ter, or- 
dered the crackdown after a series of cas- 
es which showed that a number of dentists 
were using a range of fiddles. Some den- 
tists had been caught claiming for work 
that they had never carried out, others in- 
vented and claimed for imaginar y patients, 
wh ile others overcharged genuine patients 
and pocketed tbe money. 

Ministerial sources said last night that 
the vast majority of dentists were honest, 
hardworking professionals, but a series of 
court cases raised alarm about the 
possible abuses of the system. 

In one case, a dentist from East Sus- 
sex was sentenced to six months’ impris- 
onment after admitting pocketing £4,000 
in false claims from a practice in East- 
bourne. She treated patients during nor- 


mal surgery hours and then claimed the 
maximum emergency call-out fee for tbe 
work by claiming it was done at the 
weekend. 

In another case, a dentist in Eltham, 
south London, was struck off by a pro- 
fessional conduct committee after mak- 
ing false daims for work be had never 
done. He failed to submit five X-rays he 
claimed money for to the Dental Practice 
Board on lime, and overcharged two pa- 
tients who were seen by a hygienist 

“This present situation is totally un- 
acceptable. These people are c riminals and 
are stealing money that should be going 
into treating patients,” said Mr Mflbum. 

Tbe extent of tbe fraud nationally is not 
known, but Mr Milbum said the checks 
in his department had shown the areas 
where there was scope for abuse, and 
where procedures could be tightened up. 

Mr Milbum also is ordering action to 
stop some patients from falsely claiming 
they are exempt from charges to obtain 
dental treatment free of charge on tbe 
NHS. More vigorous checks are to be car- 
ried out on patient's daims for charge ex- 
emption to weed out those claiming 
falsely. 

The action to be taken will include re- 
viewing the wording of the dental fee scale 
to make it more difficult for dentists to 
make fraudulent claims; supporting the 
Dental Practice Board in its (hive for more 
probity: strengthening links between the 
DPB and health authorities to stamp out 
fraud; and consultations with the dentists' 
professional bodies to continue the attack 
on fraud. 


Venables accuses Alan Sugar of 
forcing him out of Spurs 

Soccer chief Terry Venables told a court yesterday he was forced 
out oflottenham Hotspur Football Qub by his ‘‘untruthful" and 
“greedy" partner Alan Sugar. He claimed that when the once 
“horrendously” debt-ridden dub began raking in millions under 
their management, the Amstrad chief decided he wanted it all 
to hims elf. Then, when fans turned against him, he tried to “jus- 
tify” himself by “throwing ail sorts of lies against me", said Mr 
Venables. He was then questioned by the Serious Fraud Office 
and the Department of Trade and Industry. 

Mr Venables was giving evidence at Knightsbridge Crown 
Court, central London for business associate Eddie Ashby, who 
denies being involved in company management while an undis- 
charged bankrupt “I lost tbe club because he (Mr Sugar) was 
greedy and then the England job was affected because people 
on the international committee got nervous." Mr Venables brand- 
ed Mr Sugar as “untruthful" and said their relationship went from 
bad to worse. . 

Mammoth revival 

Japanese scientist Kazufumi Goto believes that mammoth car- 
casses buried for thousands of years beneath the Siberian per- 
mafrost could still have intact sperm - and that this could be 
recovered and tbe DNA used to inseminate African elephants, 
the mammoths’ closest living relative. 

Woolly mammoths lived alongside humans and were wide- 
spread until the end of the Ice Age 10,000 years ago cut down 
their sources of food. Six have been found frozen beneath the 
permafrost in Siberia. According to New Scientist magazine. Dr 
Goto reckons that if any male specimens are found, sperm DNA 
could be extracted, frozen and returned to the Kagoshima Uni- 
versity in Japan. Dr Goto has already demonstrated that DNA 
from dead boll sperm can be injected into cows’ eggs to produce 
viable cattle embryos. He believes the same system could also 
work for mammoths, using elephant eggs. But Adrian Lister of 
Uaivesrity College London is sceptical. He points out that it needs 
a male carcass whose sperm DNA has survived non-medical freez- 
ing and thawing. “Everything we know about preservation of DNA 
in frozen tissues suggests it's smashed up into fragments,” he told 
New Scientist. Charles Arthur, Science Editor 

Laboratory staff cruel to dogs 

Two staff at one of Britain’s largest animal testing companies were 
yesterday given community service orders after admitting being 
cruel to dogs. Robert Waters and Andrew Mash, who both work 
at Huntingdon Life Sciences in Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, were 
also ordered to pay £250 costs by magistrates in Peterborough. 

Waters, 30, of Peterborough and Mash. 40, of Godman Ches- 
ter, near Huntingdon, admitted charges of “cruelly terrifying dogs”. 
The allegations were bought by police under the Protection of 
Animals Act after Channel 4 secretly filmed work made a HLS 
laboratory for a documentary. It's a Dog’s Life. The film showed 
a beagle being kicked and burled against a wall. Staff were also 
shown punching and shaking dogs- 

Hendrix guitar fails to sell 

An electric guitar which once belonged to rock legend Jimi Hen- 
drix failed to sell at an auction yesterday. The Fender Stratocaster 
bad been expected to fetch about £180,000 at Sotheby's Rock 
‘n’ Roll Memorabilia auction in London. 

Bidding stopped at £100,000- below the owner’s reserve price 
- and the guitar was not sold. 


Germany the key to 
lifting BSE embargo 



Beef farmers at Sairrtfieki market, Co Down yesterday 


David Rose 


Britain has secured the first 
breakthrough in its bid to dis- 
mantle the EU beef ban after EU 
scientists meeting In Brussels 
yesterday recommended a par- 
tial easing of the embargo for 
Northern Ireland. Katherine Butler 
reports from Brussels. 


Independent scientists on the influential 
Scientific Veterinary Committee advised 
relaxing the ban for meat from grass-fed 
animals which have never come into con- 
tact with BSE and whose movements from 
farm to farm can be reliably traced. 

The European Commission is now ex- 
pected to propose an earing of the ban for 
beef from Northern Ireland, the only re- 
gion which has the computerised records 
of cattle movements which scientists in- 
sist are essential before cows can be cer- 
tified BSE-free. But approval or rejection 
for even this step lies with EU govern- 
ments. represented by the separate Stand- 
ing Veterinary Committee, where chief 
veterinary officers from each member- 
state sits. German)', which has been most 
vociferous in opposing any easing of the 
trade ban, can be expected to try to in- 
fluence a ruling against Britain when it 
comes to a vole. 

Yesterday’s opinion backed Northern 
Irish fanners’ claims that they alone have 
an adequate computerised system for 


tracking cattle movements in place. But 
the scientists offered little new hope on 
prospects for an early easing of the ban 
for fanners in England. Scotland or 
Whies. “The major stumbling-block ap- 
pears to be the lack of a comprehensive 
computerised movement and tracing sys- 
tem and associated data base in Great 
Britain," they concluded. 

Northern Ireland, which has the low- 
est incidence of BSE in the UK, has had 
computerised cattle records for nine 
years. By contrast, a nationwide tracing 
database to be sired in the North-west will 
only become operational in March. 

The Government must now decide 
whether a regional carve-up is even po- 
litically acceptable, given pressure from 
Scottish farmers, fearful of losing export 
markets to Ulster, to insist on an “all-or- 
nothing" approach- The Conservatives re- 
peatedly refused to consider a region-by- 
region strategy to ending the ban and last 
night government officials would only say 
that the committee's opinion would be 
“carefully considered". 

Animals eligible for certification as 
BSE-free would be limited to those still 
in tire herds where they were born or for 
which records of every movement since 
birth are available, according to the rec- 
ommendation. And exports would be al- 
lowed only for meal, not live cattle. 

Last night the Ulster Fanners Union 
called for clarification of all the conditions 
laid down by the scientists which cover 
such things as health standards for hums. 
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combination of price, quality, service and technology 
for tbe best value in the computer industry. 

Take a dose look. Our G5-166M comes loaded with 
top-notch features to make it an excellent multimedia 
system. And the included high-quality Epson Stylus 300 
Colour printer for only £999 (excluding VAT and 
delivery) takes it to the level - a spectacular all-in-one 
system- Or we’ll custom configure a system for you - 
no problem. Our desktop systems come with a 30-day 
money-back guarantee (shipping costs not refundable) 
plus freephone technical support for as long as yon 
own your PC 

And it’s from a name you can trust - Gateway 2000. 
With 11 years of direct marketing of PCs under our 
belts we really know what it takes to satisfy customers. 
Don’t leave your PC buying to just anyone - call 
Gateway 2000 today! 


GS-166M 


■ told l6<MkPaitranf Procesw with MMX” tednx^ 

■ 16MB SDRAM, (expmdi&e lo 256MB) 

■ S12K Pipetme Burst Cache 

■ 1.44MB Floppy Disk Drive 

■ Mrtsnnj 12X min/lfiX nux 120ms CD-ROM Drirp 

■ Quantum" 1.6GB 10ms Ultra AIA Rad Drive 

■ Easotnq ,, Wavtiabte Sound Chip 

■ Altec” Lansing ACS417W Speakers 

■ AH RACE C+3DGap6icsAcceteatorw/ 2MB SCRAM 

■ Epson* Stylus 300, 720 dpi Cdonr Printff 

■ LG Robotics Sportster Wimnodem” with *2” Technology (56Kbps*) 

■ 15” CrystalScaD"TCO-^0J!^Mcnfer’ 

■ ATX Desktop Case 

* Microsoft" Windows 95 105 Keyboard 

■ MS° Windows 95. MS toldliMiwse'’ 

■ fcG Office 97 SoM Business Edition Plus 

■ 3 Year torched Warranty 

£999 (£1231.40 inc. Ytf & delivery) 

Drop by the Gateway 2000 Showroom and test our 
wide range of PCs for yourself! 

10 Bedford Street • Coven t Garden • London WC2E 9HE 

Showroom Honrs of Business: 

1230 pm - 6 JO pm Mondays 
930 am - 630 pin Tuesday - Friday 
10.00 am - 4.00 pm Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Bank Holidays . 
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0800 39 2000 

http://www.gateway2000.co.uk 
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If you’re too ill to work 
you’ll need more than sympathy. 

You’ll need money. 








YOU CAN TRUST THE WESLEYAN WAY. 








Ww»osWB,scai&j.w#v’ 


hweBtmentauchori- 


















9/CON SUM I! R N EWS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 
18 SEPTEMBER 1997 


Branson’s 


Entrepreneurial flair was 
supposed to rescue 
Britain's unloved 
railways. But when 
Richard Branson, the 
Virgin chief, tinkered 
with his tickets he found 
himself in trouble with 
the rail regulator. 

Ran deep Ramesh, 
Transport 

Correspondent, explains 
why Virgin Trains* big 
idea may be derailed. 

Through train services 
such the high-speed 
England-Scotland routes 
(pictured) will be 
affected. 

Photograph: Brian Harris 


Vhgin CrossCountiy fares, pro- 
moted as the inexpensive al- 
ternative to the car. were once 
cheaper than the shorter trips 
through busy London stations 
which required passengers to 
change trains. However, many 
of its Super Saver tickets are 
now, according to the compa- 
ny, “redundant'’ following a 
price hike of 15 per cent 

The rise - nearly six times 
inflation - by Virgin Cross- 
Country on rides from England 
to Scotland using the cheap 
tickets, which can be used on 
any day except Fridays and 
summer Saturdays, angered 
rail pressure groups. Jonathan 
Bray, campaigns director of 
Save Our Railways, said: “We 
warned that these unprotected 
fares would disappear as ruth- 
less operators decide that they 
are amply unprofitable." 

The company's latest move 
brought a terse response from 
the rail regulator’s office, fol- 
lowing reports that derks at sta- 
tions had inadvertently sold 
passengers the recently-invali- 
dated tickets - unaware that 
there were now cheaper alter- 
natives. A spokeswoman for the 
rail regulator said: “We will be 
writing to Virgin seeking an ex- 
planation. As far as what has 

been sold, we need the evidence 
before we proceed." 

Richard Branson’s rail com- 
pany has been quick to market 
itself as an inexpensive, high- 
quality service. It claims that its 
£25 return apex fare - which 
needs to be booked seven days 
in advance - from London to 
Scotland is tbe : cheapest ever on 
the railways. 

Barry Doe, the transport 
consultant who discovered tbe 



rail deals become rather expensive 



tickets’ disappearance, said that 
the price rise would affect “hun- 
dreds of fares". He cited a num- 
ber of examples to prove his 
point. These included: a trip 
from Winchester to Edinburgh 
- whose Virgin fore is now 
£9120 and therefore obsolete, 
given the alternative is only 
priced at £79; the same applies 
to the Virgin ticket from 
Southampton to Glasgow, 
which now costs £95.80 as op- 
posed to the once more expen- 
sive trip through London which 
is priced at £82 and can be used 
on the same through-route. 

When contacted, a spok- 
esman for Virgin said that the 
tickets were still being sold -but 
hastily retracted tbe statement 
“For now the tickets can not be 
purchased. But they remain in 
tbe manuals because, who 
knows, we may want to 
reduce them in the future.” 

Hie increases are being 
brought in on all *Anglo-Scot- 
tish” fares controlled by Cross- 
Country. This will affect cheap 
returns to Scotland from Wbles, 
the SouthWest and most of the 
Midlands and the North-west 

Mr Branson, who took over 

the. running of £100m Cross- 
Country services last year, has 
to increase ticket sales by lOper 
cent in order to make the line 
profitable. His business plan is 
based around airline-style mar- 
. ketingJ This means that a num- 
ber of. low-cost tickets have 
been heavily promoted by the 
company —but all require pas- 
sengers to book their journey at 
least a day early and to specify 
outbound and return trains. 

However, senior civil servants 
said that Virgin’s move was 
more “cock-up than conspiracy” . 
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Getting a rocket: Tax 
officials are under attack 

Ms Fflkin, the only inde- 
pendent body capable of in- 
vestigating tax complaints 
outside the courts, yesterday de- 
livered a litany of damnmg 
conclusions. She said the or- 
ganisations were unwilling to 
mIda mistakes, and too 


aCIOlOWieuBv — ■ . . 

often complaints were investi- 
gated poorly. She also accused 
them of being “overbearm^ 
and of lacking the commit- 
ment to improve the service.- 
Singling out the Contribu- 
tions Agency, which collects! na- 
tional insurance payments and 

comes under the aegis of the 

. . -£ Dnmsl CprtmW. 
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Already, we have a system of tariffs 
which ensures you save on the calls 
you make the most - local, national 
or international. 

And. in the future, well be able to . 
let you know if your call patterns 
change and you’d be better off 
switching to a different tariff. 

Our communications technology can 
do all sorts of clever things like this. 

Which is why we're asking over a 
million of our customers to take 
part in a national survey, to tell us 
what they want most and which 
areas we should develop first. 

If you’re not a customer, but would 
like to join in, simply call our survey 
hotline on FreeCall 0800 068 8060. 
•Or visit http://www.cwcom.cauk 
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Jewish millionaire insists 
Jerusalem settlers stay put 

To the triumphant sound of a ram's horn, an American Jewish 
millionaire yesterday visited the Jewish settlement he is 
bankrolling in Arab east Jerusalem in defiance of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 

In Gaza. Palestinian President Yasser Arafat sounded a warn- 
ing of a “very negative reaction" unless Israel swiftly resolved 
the crisis over the takeover by Jewish settlers of two buildings in 
the Ras al-Amoud neighbourhood. 

But settlers showed no signs of budging from their new en- 
clave just outside the walled Old City of Jerusalem and rejected 
a compromise offer from Mr Netanyahu to quit the site temporarily 
and leave behind a token presence. 

Miami-based magnate Irving Moscowitz responded to the pro- 
posal Hv petitioning Israel’s High Court of Justice to tie Mr Ne- 
tanyahu's hands hy issuing a temporary order banning him from 
evicting the families. A court spokeswoman said a judge would 
hold a hearing on the matter todays Reuters 

German disarray over Emu 

The German government struggled to present a untied front on 
Europe's single curreniy yesterday as ministers offered differ- 
ing views on how strictly the membership rules for the project 
should be applied. Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkcl appeared to 
say in an interview that economic and monetary union (EMU) 
would go ahead on time in France and Germany even if their 
deficits stood at 3.1 or 3.2 per cent. The Maastricht treaty stip- 
ulates that EMU members must achieve a deficit of not more 
than 3 per cent of gross domestic product. Finance Minister 
Then Waigel later said Mr Kinkel had not uttered the words “3.1” 
or “3.2". Reuters 

Minister witnesses drug war 

Britain's Foreign Office minister Tony Lim'd got a close-up view 
of Colombia's drugs and guerrilla violence when a crop-spray- 
ing plane was riddled with bullets while he was observing an anti- 
narcolies operation. Mr Lloyd was waiting near an opium poppy 
field in the southern jungle on Tuesday to watch the light air- 
craft spray defoliation chemicals as part of a drugs eradication 
programme. “The plane was about a mile out when the pilot [said] 
he was being shot at by guerrillas.” a British diplomat said. The 
pilot was hit in the foot. Phil Davison 


Mile-high gamble 


Gamblers reluctant to break a winning streak to catch a flight 
might want to try their luck with Austria's Lauda Air. The air- 
line founded by retired Formula 1 racing driver Niki Lauda says 
it is the first carrier in the world to offer passengers a casino above 
the clouds. Lauda, in cooperation with Casinos Austria, will car- 
ry roulette, black-jack, poker and slot machines on his new Boe- 
ing 777, the airline said yesterday. Reuters 



Artificial limbs for victims of landmines stacked up at the Bomba Alta Orthopaedic Centre in Huambo, Angola 

Landmine treaty leaves US out in the cold 


The US has refused to 
sign a proposed treaty 
banning landmines. 
Rupert Cornwell reports 
on yesterday's deal, 
taking immediate 
effect, reached by over 
100 countries In Oslo. 

Washington yesterday reject- 
ed a landmine treaty that has 
emerged from negotiations in 
Oslo after the collapse of a last 
ditch attempt to accommodate 
its objections - its demand for 
a nine year grace period before 
the treaty is enforced and an 


exemption for Korea where 
the US military claims land- 
mines are an essential part of 
(he defence of the South and 
its 37.000 troops based there. 

The mood in Olso, inten- 
sified by the emotion gener- 
ated by the death of Diana, 
Princess of Wales, who had 
made a personal cause of the 
anti-landmine campaign, was 
one of “no exceptions”. 

Despite the American re- 
sistance agreement by other 
partiripants was reached in less 
than three weeks, astonishingly 
fast by the standards of in- 
ternational treaty-making. 
Delegate after delegate in- 


sisted that concessions to one 
would open the gates ter con- 
cessions to all, rendering an ef- 
fective ban impossible. The 
deal, signed by Britain and tak- 
ing immediate effect, prohibits 
the use of landmines and gives 
signatories four years to de- 
stroy their stockpiles. 

However, the Pentagon in 
particular would not be moved - 
and yesterday a grim-faced 
Eric Newsom, thief US dele- ’ 
gate, announced M Oslo that 
the “strongest efforts” to find 
a compromise had failed. - 
Those efforts included per- 
sonal calls from President? * 
Clinton to President Ndsoft- . 


Mandela of South Africa, and 
Prime Minister Jean Chretien 
of Canada, the countxy which 
has led the fight for a ban. 

T asr night Mr Clinton in- 
sisted that the US remained 
committed to a worldwide 
elimination of landmines. “But 
as it is now drafted, ! cannot 
in good conscience laid Amer- 
ica’s name to that treaty,” he 
told reporters at the White 
House. Putting Americas! so 1- 
diers in greater danger was a 
line “I simply cannot cross”. 

Nor is the US the only 
hold-ouL China, the world's 
larg^stproducer and exportin’ 
6f landmines, did not take 


part in the negotiation, not did 
Russi a or India. 

In London, British offi- 
cials welcomed the deal But, 
one official pointed out, “a 
treaty signed by America 
would obviously be much 
stronger”. Britain would work 
for a formula to win US agree- 
ment before the formal sign- 
ing in Ottawa in December. 

But even then, the hard part 
is only beginning. An estimat- 
ed 200-300 milli on anti-per- 
sonnel mines have been laid 
around the world, killing or 
mainimg 26,000 people each 
year. Their clearance will cost 
billions of dollars. 


Forces lose 
five planes in 
four days 

One plane crash is unfortunate.' 
Five in four days, the toll that 
has afflic ted the US armed 
forces, is downright eerie. Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton said yester- 
day that investigators were 
studying whether a pattern had 
emerged that required serious 
review or whether the crashes 
mar ked “an unfortunate string . 
of coincidences”. 

' The US defense department 
announced a decision to halt all 
military tr aining flights for 24 
hours pending a review of safe- 
ty procedures. The litany of 
calami ties began on Saturday 
when a cargo jet with nine 
crew aboard disappeared off 
the coast of southern Africa. 
Two crashes on Sunday, two on 
Monday and one on Tuesday 
have left three crew dead and 
five aircraft destroyed. 

The most baffling crash was 
the first one, off the Skeleton 
Coast of Namibia, for the pre- 
sumption is that it resulted 
from a mid-air collision with a 
German Air Force Tbpolev 
154, which went missing at the 
came rim e and in the same area 
with 24 people aboard. “It ap- 
pears to be a really unique and 
tragic incident,” said Lt-Col Bill 
Darley, a Pentagon spokesman. 

Wreckage from the two 
planes has been found in an 
area of 10 by 20 square miles 
where search and rescue craft 
are concentrating their efforts. 
The body of : one woman has 
been recovered. Neither plane, 
Lt-Col Darley said, had the on- 
board radar capability to detect 
neighbouring aircraft, leaving 
them both dependent on air 
traffic management on the 
ground. First reports from Ger- 
man mili tary sources indicate 
that an air traffic control statioa 
in Niger failed to pass on the 
flight plan of die Ibipolev to the 
Namibian authorities. 
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LA police armed with military firepower 
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Simply subscribe to all Sky channels 
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IDEAL FOR 
FIRST-TIME BUYERS 

\ With the perfect combination of 
\\ price and performance, it's easy 
,\\ to see why this has been voted a 
, (I 'What Video & TV Magazine' Sest 
•• ij Buy: and now at only £49.39 it's 
V;! even more affordable, especially 
■j if you're buying a satellite system 
/ for the first time 
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The next time LA police face 600 military surplus M-16&. 

: "static robber wiekftn^atvas?* wh 
sault'rifle.thqr 4 .wfll : xK> 

have to -race fo a sefc^ee^g^- 


carried live on television, two 
bank robbers armed with M-16 
and AK-47 style rifles poured 
a fusillade? of bullets atLAPD 
officers armed with handguns 


and shotguns. Officers had to 
requisition rifles from a store. 
“Never again do I want to ree 
LAPD officers, outgunned,” 
said Governor Pete Wilson. 
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Zebra -one of the world's 
endangered species. 


Whatever roar 
child's question the answer's 


on 


Kte the answer to every parents dream. But, BTs new internet 
service, HomeCampus, does more than answer questions. 
It is a unique interactive educational service, designed by 
experts, which enables parents to Improve home learning 
using the computer. 

Of benefit to both parents and children,, it gives advice on 
education 'in the UK and links you Info online discussion 
groups with educational experts. 

Much of ttie subject- content on HomeCcutjpus Is specially 
written and Is updated regularly. Altogether, It can be 
Invaluable for revision and homework. . 

However it’s not all work, there are co mp etitions, fHm and 
book reviews, tips on how to start new hobbies, as well as 
suggestions on days out ... 

But why not visit the web site and dick onto Open Area 
and see some of the service 
for yourself? 

For more information orto '• 
subscribe please cal us an our 
helpline: LoOrff 0345676 578. 
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your learning at your 
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at your own level. 
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makes grand plans for young jobless 


The French' national 
assembly yesterday ’ . 
approved plans to create 
350,000 state-funded, 
service jobs .for young 
people. The project,' fcu; 
grander than Labour’s 
plans for British- 
youngsters; aims to * 
generate the?‘tradesof 
tomorrow”, not to 
create make-work jobs. 
But critics dismiss kas a 
nightmarish mixture of 
bureaueraeyaiHl. 
idealism, John Lichfield ' 
reports from Paris. 


It will forever be called tbe "Loi 
Aubiy", the Aubry law. For 
Martine Aubry,- deputy prime . 
minister, minister of employ-' 
ment and tbfe daughter of 
Jacques Delors, it could be 
the crowning achievement, or 
the first' seripus failure, of a 
whirlwind .political career. 


high for the' Socialist 'Prime* 
Minister, Lioriel Jospin. Of all 
the 'economic^ ideas and 
promises oh- which he cam- 
paigned successfully in May. the 
youth employment pi an is 'vir- 
tu ally alone in not having been 
diluted, delayed or abandoned. 

From the print of view 1 of 
the 600,000 young unemployed 
in France, t^e Loi Aubiy is an 
instant public relations suc- 
cess. Applications for the first. 

40.000 para-teaching posts, in 
state schools WkrcfujyjtecUast- 
week. School boards have been 
inundated with .inquiries. In 
Nantes, in western .France/’ 

7.000 young, people applied* 
for the r.QOO qr soybcbs. *■ . 

Ms Aubry insists her plan is . 
unlike - any other, youth. em^ 
ployment scheme attempted, 
anywhere in the wbiliL It will, 
she says, generate a perma- 
nent, self-funding demand for 
new kinds of service jobs - as- 
sistant teachers, youth organis- 
ers, home -compitter trailers, 
re-cyders Of dame&icrwastfc, eo- L 
lertainere of okl peogdq’aiyj jSatn- 
Dycoofiict counselors. 

Britain pref 


These, she explains, are the 
service “trades of tomorrow”, 
replacing tbe drilled manufac- 
.turing and white-collar jobs, 
dissolved by computerisation. 
When the initial five-year con- 
-tracts run out, she expects 
many of the jobs to continue 
with local, privateand charita - 
ble funding. ThiSyMs Aubry in- 
sists, could be self-financing: the 
money spent on youth organ- 
risers, for instance, would be 
saved in the reduced cost of 

- vandalism and graffiti. . 

’ Her critics - oh the right, in 
tl\e unions, in the press -sug- 
.gest this is a lot of hot air. .The 
Aubry plan will have all the 
drawbacks of .previous job- 
creation progra m mes, they say. 
It will destroy as many jobs as 
it creates;, ffwflj train youngsters 
to do jobs which will vanish as 
-soonL.as the. 80-per-cent gov- 
ernment subsidy is withdrawn. 

; Pierre Leflouche, a Gauffist 
deputy from Paris, was the most 

sftathtng vryjee in tha Nafr i rral As. 
sen*b' debate. “Al the moment 
when the entire worid, even tbe 
Chmese'Oomtmiiiist Party, bgo- 
' ing the free-market route, 

. France Is- beating m a super- 
antiquated direction,” be said. 

Michel Schifr es in the con- 
servative Le Figaro said the 
; Aubiy vision was a mixture of 

- ^idealism and bureaucracy, of 
Rousseau and Kafka”. It was of- 

. fering unemployed young peo- 
■ ple a, “hobby, not a profession”. 

And yet there are several 
similarities with the £3-5bn 
welfare -to-work programme 
announced in July by the 

- Labour gqyerrunent in Britain, 
whose devotioq to markets has 
been much praised by the right- | 
wing in France.- 

• <r - Unlike the scheme an- 
nounced by the Chancellor, 

- Gorton Brown, the. French 
plah contains no element of co- 

’ erpion. French youngsters who 
fail to apply will not get their 
. benefit reduced. Unlike file 
UK scheme; French young- 
sters gam no new training and 
education possibilities. 

The Aubry plan is. more 
generous than the British one, 

ofipringyoun^pteis the £ 125 ^ 

. Week' French minimum wage 

; I .■•I,' - ■ 

ers carrot 


and stick approach 


The British government 
has adopted admixture of 
Continental “carrot^ and 
American “stick", in Ks ' 
attempt .to extract. . 
young people from the 
dole queue,- Barrie- Cternem, 
Labour Editor, looks at ; 
the British approach to 
unemployment. 

New Labour is Convinced that ; 
improving the quality of- pro- 
grammes., for.- out-of-work , 
youngsters tnay be i n su ffic i en t 
to ensure tbe participation of 
the real “hardsssesr: Rjr tyrise . 
who refuse to avail thtatisejyes 
of the Government's 
“New Deal” for yoqagstera 
there are swiff .and severe 
benefit penalties - 

The New. Deal for your® ; 
people will provide an early test ■ 
of the “third way" philosophy 
espoused by the Blair govern- 
ment. Ministers hope to chart 
a new course between the pa- 
ternalism of Continental gov- 
ernments and;, the brash, 
authoritarian approach. of the 
Americans. 

As David Blunkctt, Secre- 
tory of State for Education, 
and Employment, declared the 
summer on launching the 
scheme; “Staying in bed on fun 
benefits will not be .an option. 

The Government however 

will find it difficult to overcome 
the prejudice of some. 18- to 
yearold&who have seen dis- 
credited “schemes" come and 
m, Frir many, atitwymssucoas 
Yops and YTS characterise 
tongperiods of unemployment 


infuse the new polity with 
, “quality, continuity and em- 
ptqyabflity'. Data published, 
vyesterd^ shows that the Train- 
ingand Enterprise Councils, 
which wiD. help to deliver the 
policy, have already reoorded a 
■ substantial increase in qualifi- 
catioas' achieved on courses 
they manag e for young people. 

. fhe' New Deal will provide 
four options wtuph the entrant 
■wiD be invited, to choose as 
part of a process of induction: 


sector, work with a 'voluntary 
organisation ; or with an 
.«nvironmerifai'4aj}k force. Of 
foil-time education^ naming. ! 
F6f. those ^compfeting the 

course* civil serroxU'hriTO tors’*/ ■ 
will attempt those 

’ whose prospects have not . im- 
^tri^“toavoMthem§Spi^ 
baric into disi l huaogHjbettf . 

; Mmisters'have: earmarked 
-£3.5bn over the next four years 
for the policy and • 13 pilot 

schemes all over foe country are 

expected tost^nextJanuary. 

- The Government, plans to 
withhold 40-per cent of an in- 
dmduaTs personal benefit for 
“unreasonably” refusing the 
'opportunities on offer. A 
yohng, fit, single man without 
dependents living at home 
would see his state payments re- 
from£37^0 to £22.74. 

Ministerial assurances that 

* the^tfcJ^twDbeiised^paringly 


unable to overcome misgiv- 
ings- Clara O’Donnelly, re- 
searcher at the Charity-funded 

EttploymentUnit, argues that 

there are many within the Em- 
ployment Service which em- 
phasises the need to “police 
to 


for five years- The Brown 
scheme offers a £60 to £75-a- 
week refund to employers who 
take on jobless youngsters for 
six months— with the same fond 
hope that the jobs wOl contin- ■ 
ue unaided afterwards. 

Alternatively, British young- 
sters can earn sHgtttlympre than 
their state benefit if they take 
a six-month job in the vdhmtaiy 
sector. Like tbe French pro- 
gramme, tbe aim is to create 
“inteimctha^^s^udi ben- 
efit the community -not quite 
profitable enough for the pri- 
vate sector, not quite urgent 
enough for thepuWic sector. 

The success or failure of the 
two programmes may decide 
which of the two left-wing gov- 
ernments elected this summer 
seizes tbe intellectual arid 
moral leadership of the Euro- 
pean left. The British plan is 
tougher, drawing on workfare 
ideas from the U&The-French 
plan is more thorough, allow- 
mg fire years fen: the youngsters 
to acquire skills. • * 
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- measure: France plans to compensate for the lack of work for the young in traditional areas. 
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such as the wine Industry Photograph: Alastak Miller 


It*s the easiest time ever to buy a new Qio 

— or any other Renaukt Because nor only are 
all summer prices held, you also still have up 
lonxsuperb Renault Freeways finance oflers to 
dpppndin g on ifae model you want 
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0% FINANCE 
0\ 7 ER 3 YEARS. 

ATS, IT S THAT EASY TO 
BUY A CLIO.) 


I 

Drive away the Renault of your choice 
for a 50% deposit - then pay fhe balance in 
12 monthly instalments. The interest rate? 
A big, friendly 0%*. 


O’ 


ClallL 

TTOA L EXAMPLE UDM14 

Cam Pita Unc. £S^4arn 

wi the reaa cobs)* 


tMMIIMU T *a2<0.00 


Get behind the wheel for a deposit of 
just 30%. Then repay the remainder at k>w 
interest over a leisurely 24 months^. 


73: 


CMPHaflK. 
on t>a wad cm(il* 
Dtyo&it 
McrtfHy 

ibwCMdintx 


atom. 

UOMM 


ea67«.48~ 


This way you put a mere 20% of the 
price down, with die balance easily digested 
in 36 bite-sized monthly panst 


8.5 


TYPICAL EXAMHJ 

Gan Price One. 
on ttie nad cods)* 


Rapmnena 
TOM Cw* Price 


CSeRL 
L2 DM 3-dr 


mmm 4 

Pay a rock-bottom deposit of just £99 
on any Renault You’ll have no less than 48 
months to pay the difference*. 


9.9 


TYPICAL EXAMPLE 
Ca* Pike One. 
on the wed astsl* 
Depcatl 
MortHy 

Rapyuentt 

TbWOecBMee 


CEO RL 

L2nm3+ 


€9^3.16” 


Take off in your Renault for a 50% 
down-payment Then give yourself an 
undemanding 24 months to repay the 
balance at 0% interest*. 


o 


TYPICAL EXAMPLE 

£a - 2aao ° 

Dewfl £4,12000 

Monthly £171.67 

Repumti >24 

Toief CMt Pika £0240.00 




Once again a 50% deposit secures the 
keys, and again the repayments are interest- 
free; But this way you have even longer to 
pay — a whopping 36 months*. 
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TYPICAL EXAMPLE JSem 

cnnunUnaar £a * 24ao ° 

Dupoea £4,120.00 

MCWft* £114.44 

Baaymema «36 

TIM Cre® Pike C&2AOOO 


RENAULT 
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John Prescott (with Peter Hain in the background) campaigning on the referendum in Pontypridd yesterday Photograph: Tom pfbton 


Pass the plate, Paddy...don’t 
worry about the policies 


“Paddy! HU Come ini Good to 
see you. You know Gordon, Pe- 
ter, Jack and - of course - Big 
John. And your team is _? 
Alan 1 know, *Ming I know. 
Lord Holme I know, Lembit 
er_ I’m sorzy. Lembit Opflc! Of 
course. Is Opik an Irish name, 
Lembit? Estonian, silly me. 
Impressive nation, the Estoni- 
ans, 1 bad the Estonian PM over 
here a month ago, talking about 
bauxite, I think. And there's an 
Estonian in Euan’s class at the 
Oratory. What's that, Gordon? 
It's a'Ftao-Ugrian language ap- 
parently, according to Gor- 
don, and loosely related to 
Magyar. You always learn 
something with the 
Chancellor in the room. 

“And beware Jane? Andtbe 
children? And, of course, the lit- 
tle grandson? I found those 
photographs during the election 
of you and the baby in Prance 
genuinely moving. Y’kncrw, 
Paddy, I often think about be- 
ing a granddad, strolling over 
the hills, that little hand 
damped in mine. Eventually, 
but not yet, eh! Anyway, sit 
down, sit down! Paddy, sit there 
on the opposite side of the 
table. When the photographer 
have taken their snaps you can 


move to this chair next to me, 
if you'd like. 

“Now, who wants some tea? 
Or coffee? Jack, that's four teas, 
and four coffees. I’ll just stick 
to the carrot juice, th anks . 
Some cake, Paddy? Tm told by 
my office that this is your 
favourite - lemon drizzle cake 
as made by Mrs Thrantino of 
Eastbourne, lake two, lake 
two. Surely you've got room for 
more - an ex-Marue like you! 

“Look, I really am grateful 
to you for giving up your time 
like this. I know how busy you 


SKETCH 
BY DAVID 
AARONOVITCH 


are. But I'm hoping that this can 
be a regular consultation, with 
your views and contributions 
feeding directly into the Gov- 
ernment's deliberations and - 
I’m not afraid to say it - some- 
times even affecting the policy 
of the Government itself. Tra- 
dition demands that we attend 
different conferences, stand 
different candidates, and em- 


phasise different policies, but 
the voters know that we have a 
great deal in common. They 
know that we can work togeth- 
er, whether it be John here, you. 
Paddy, or even old Kenneth 
Clarke, in equal partnership. 

I have to say - you know - 
how immensely impressed I 
was with all your work up in 
Scotland. Donald says that If it 
weren’t for you. the Yes vote 
could easily hove dipped below 
the 70 per cent mark. Wales is 
a big of a cliffhangcr, though, 
isn’t it? Next item is the reform 
of the House of Lords. Paddy, 
your plate’s empty, and I did get 
the cake especially for you. 
Look, the good news is that 
we're going to do it as soon as 
we possibly can, certainly in the 
next year or two. 

“Now I know you’re con- 
cerned with progress on Free- 
dom of Information, 
[interrupted by aide}. Gosh, is 
that the lime? I’ve got the 
Guatamalan President for 
lunch over at the Palace and I 
really shouldn’t keep Her 
Majesty wailing. She’s had a 
very hard time of it. frddy, 
Alan, Richard, Ming, Limpet, 
good and useful to see you all. 
We must do it again. Soon.” 


Hague makes 
final pitch 
for Wales 


William Hague 
yesterday paid his last 
visit to Wales to rally 
support for the no vote 
before today's 
referendum. Meanwhile, 
plans were being drawn 
up for using Che 
Conservative conference 
to stop anti-Hague 
sniping. Tony Heath and 
Colin Brown report. 


Like a football manager strug- 
gling to enthuse a team faced 
with relegation, William Hague 
trotted on to the pitch of Wales 
yesterday to gee-up the anti-dc- 
volutionists in the build-up to 
today's poll. 

At the same time, ft 
emerged in London that John 
Major and Baroness Thatcher 
could play key roles at the 
party conference next month to 
help secure a show of support 
for their successor. 

In Wales, Mr Hague's mes- 
sage to a gathering in Mon- 
mouth - a couple of dozen “No" 
supporters waving placards and 
a handful of puzzled citizens at- 
tracted by the inevitable media 
scrum - was simple. 

An elected assembly would 
do nothing to improve services 
like education and healLh and 
would cost mure than £lm 
over four years. "It would be 
nothing more than a talking 
shop and a terrible waste of 
money," the leader of the 
Opposition declared. 

With Wales a Tory-free zone 
since the general election. Mr 
Hague relied on the support of 
Michael Ancram. the Tories’ 
constitutional supremo, and 
two colleagues who lost their 
seals on i May. Sebastian Coe 
was kept busier signing auto- 
graphs than his leader, meeting 
a puhlic whose uninterest oc- 
casionally verged on boredom. 

After having his photograph 
taken next to a "No Waiting" 
traffic sign - something the Kkes 
of Peter Mandelson would nev- 
er have allowed - Mr Hague 
posed beneath a statue of 
Charles Rolls, a co-founder of 
Rolls Roycc, who live near the 
town. 


Mr Hague avoided acci- 
dents by carefully repeating 
the mantra that, as Secretary of 
State for Whies under John Ma- 
jor, he had upped the country’s 
profile, brought in barrowioads 
of inward investment and had 
learnt to love his fiefdom. 

His own true love, Ffion 
Jenkins, the daughter of Emyr 
Jenkins, chief executive of the 
Arts Council of Wales, was 
elsewhere. Mr Hague skillful- 
ly avoided press interest in his 
fiancee's devolution leanings. 

During his trip, Mr Hague 
attempted to deflect the attacks 
on his adviser, Alan Duncan. 
He said: "Eveiything I said 
was my responsibility. I see one 
or two comments about advis- 
ers of mine. I take the respon- 
sibility for what I do and I will 
worry about who my advisers 
are. We don't live in a one-par- 
ty state. It’s not illegal to criti- 
cise the Government. We have 
been criticising them where 
they deserve it on a range of 
matters." 

Mr Hague returned to Lon- 
don last night for a meeting of 
the Shadow Cabinet at which 
the arrangements for the 
morale boosting party confer- 
ence were being discussed. 

After suffering the heaviest 
political defeat this century. Mr 
Major is expected to meet a 
wave of sympathy at the con- 
ference, and give his backing to 
Mr Hague. Lady Thatcher, 
who still carries weight with the 
rank and file, will appear on the 
platform later in the week to re- 
inforce her support for the 
new leader. 

This may be seen as an at- 
tempt to shore up support for 
Mr Hague, but last night the 
rumblings of discontent within 
the Shadow Cabinet over his 
leadership appear to have 
faded. 

The Tory leader is anxious 
also lo avoid a rebuff at the par- 
ty conference over reforms lo 
the party being drawn up by 
Archie Norman. Some activists 
in the Tory Charter Movement 
will oppose them, but they will 
go through to a full-scale con- 
ference in the Spring. He said 
he would quit the leadership if 
they were rejected, raising the 
stakes lo ensure they get 
through. 


PRIVATE HEALTHCARE. 


One affordable family 
price - no matter 
how many children. 


For a quote, call - ?■ 

Prime Health - -: 0800 77 99 55 

.. quoting wftrenoe MM720M • - 
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OF SOFTWARE 

The NEW Packard Beil multimedia computers come with 
a new software bundle, with more than 25 titles covering 
a wide range of interests, reference, education and fun. 


-■ - 
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PULSAR 20 
P200MMX™ MULTIMEDIA PCj 

•16Mb RAM, 

• 32Gb ha/d driva 

• 24-speed CD-ROM drive. 

• 56k modem. 

• 2Mb Video RAM 
•15" monitor. 

• Easy access buttons. 



Packard Bell 

v PULSAR PCs 


THE WORLD’S BEST 
SELLING PCs FOR THE HOME 


A Packard Bel Pulsar PC is ideal for all the family, 
combining even greater ease of use with leading 
edge technology and stylish design. 

BuBt-fn software guides you around the PC and 
its functions, to make the most of £1000 worth 
of included software to siit every interest 

No wonder the ‘Ptisar’ range reafly is the ultimate 
range of PCs for the home! 


LATEST 

PROCESSOR 

TECHNOLOGY 


j Every Pulsar PC has an kteP 
Processor with MMX" 
technology, giving you 
stunririg speed and enhanced 
sound and graphics. 


DYNAMIC 

SOUND 

SYSTEM 


with a sub-woofer are built-in 
to every Pulsar monitor. 


SUPERB 

ON-SCREEN 

GRAPHICS 


Every Pulsar machine uses a 
higlvspecification 2Mb 3D 
graphics card. 


PERFECT FOR 
THE INTERNET 


A state-of-the-art uftra-fest 
built-in modem in every 
machhe [except for Model 19), 
together with all the software 
you need 


ACCESS 
BUTTONS 


Keyboard mouited controls 
0ve you direct control of the 
phone, fax and many other 
PC functions (except for 
Model 19). 


EASY SET UP 


Ifs easy to get started 
because each unit comes 
with a step-bystep setting 
up guide and cokxr coded 
cables. 


‘It Packard Beil 


PULSAR 19 
P200 MMX™ 
MULTIMEDIA PC 

• 16Mb RAM 

• 32Gb hard drive. 

• 24-speed CD-ROM driva 

• 2Mb Video RAM 

• Easy access buttons 

Dixons Deaf 97 

£ 1399 


Packard Bell 


PULSAR 23 
P233NMK™ MULTIMEDIA PC 

• 32Mb RAM 

• 4Gb hard drive. 

• 24-speed CD-ROM drive. 

• 56fc modem. 

• 2Mb Video RAM 

• B" monitor. 

• Easy access buttons 

Dixons Deaf 97 

£1899 
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Unionist standard bearers 
square up to Sinn Fein 


David Trimble’s Ulster Unionist 
party yesterday took a hugely 
significant step in the Northern 
Ireland peace process by joining 
the Stormont talks which include 
Sinn Fein. David Mckittrick, Ireland 
Correspondent, reports they are 
expected to meet the republicans 
face-to-face next week. 


The Ulster Unionist at the gate, wearing 
a pinstripe suit and holding an incongru- 
ous can of Coke, got the message to his par- 
ty colleagues that Gerry Adams and Sinn 
Fein had safety entered the talks building. 
The coast was clear. The cheerful Stormont 
gatekeeper swung open the big gate and 
in they flowed, a slow-moving phalanx of 
30 men and a couple of women, the stan- 
dard-bearers of Ulster Unionism on their 
way to confront Sinn Fein. 

David Trimble led the way, flanked by 
MPs John Taylor and Ken Maguires, walk- 
ing towards the massed media. He had, as 
they say up the S hanlrfii brought backings 
with him, for he led in not just his own par- 
ty but also the two small but important loy- 
alist groupings, the Progressive Unionists 
and Ulster Democratic party. 

They made their way towards the sec- 
ond gate at a dignified pace, then Mr Trim- 


ble paused to tell the cameras: “W3 are not 
here to negotiate with Sinn Fein but to con- 
front them - to expose their fascist char- 
acter. Unionism wfll not be marginalised.** 

Unknown to Mr Trimble, a Sinn Fein 
representative leaned in from the edge of 
the media scrum to bear his words, with 
what looked suspiciously like the trace of 
a smile. He seemed pleased at the UUP 
leader's words, signifying as they did that 
a face-to-face encounter was not far off. 

David Ervine of the PUP said a few 
words, as did the UDP’s Gary McMichael, 
whose father, a loyalist paramifitaiy leader, 
was killed by the IRA. Then they walked 
through the doors that would lead them 
into talks. Close up, it seemed less like a 
bold radical initiative than bowing to the 
inevitable. With John Major in power the 
UUP spent months fending off contact with 
the republicans; the change came when 
Tbny BJair took over. 

Yesterday the parly was caught in apin- 
cer movement, one part of which was gov- 
ernment pressure to get into talks. The 
other came from underneath - from, as- 
tonishingly, the once legendarify intractable 
loyalist grassroots. First an opinion poll 
showed 93 per cent of the party’s supported 
wanted talks, and then, at Saturday’s 
meeting of the party executive, more than 
30 of the 36 speakers urged dialogue. To- 
gether these forces made entry into the 
talks an Imperative which even Tbesday’s 


bombing in MarkethiD could not deflect. 

The Rev Ian Paisley’s party remains 
aloof, yesterday accusing Mr Trimble of 
being “terrorised to the talks table.** But 
the Loyalist paramilitaiy hardliners, who are 
in a position to attack the talks with much 
more than mere rhetoric, were there in Mr 
Trimble's phalanx, ready to talk. 

The three-party arrangement repre- 
sented a display of Unionist and loyalist 
solidarity, though it did so at some cost to 
the arguments Mr Trimble will use in the 
talks when he insists on arms de-commis- 
sioning. In the ranks of his phalanx were 
four men who committed six murders and 
served long sentences for them. Though 
known new as politicos, the iflegal groups 
which their parties represent are as 
adamant as the ERA that no guns will be 
de-commisskmed' this side of a settlement 

Mr Magimrij sfyt TTPd hws usual. affab le 
self during the walk but the day must have 
been difficult for him. He has been an IRA 
target for more than a quarter of a cen- 
tury, first as a member of the Ulster De- 
fence Regiment and then as an MP. 

He spoke once of bis murdered col- 
leagues: *T think ! have lost almost all my 
closest friends in the UDR ... all decent, 
dependable fellows.” But yesterday he 
walked into Stormont to see If he could do 
business with republicans, wondering, with 
everyone, else whether through talks the 
hurt might some day be replaced with hope. 
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Low paid 
health staff 
hoping for 
wage gain 

The Government 
yesterday announced a 
review of the pay system 
for all NHS staff from 
consultants to hospital 
porters. Cohn Brown, Chief 
Political Correspondent, 
reports on a hint of 
optimism among 
workers at the bottom. 


.Thousands of low-paid health 
workers who lost out under the 
Tbries arc hoping they will 
catchup lost ground as a result 
of a fundamental review of 
pay within the National Health 
Service. Many of those on less 
than £4 an hour arc not covered 
by pay review bodies and their 
union, Unison, estimates that 
they have seen their pay slip by 
25 per cent compared with 
other groups since the inde- 
pendent pay review bodies 
were set up in 1984. 

Ministers called for afford- 
able settlements in next year’s 
pay round, but yesterday in its 
evidence to two of the NHS pay 
review bodies, the Department 
of Health announced that the 
whole system was under review. 

This could lead to the ex- 
isting independent pay review 
bodies for doctors, dentists, 
nurses, midwives and groups al- 
lied to medicine - about 60 per 
cent of the 900,000 NHS em- 
ployees - being replaced by a 
single system for determining 
pay in all grades. Low-paid 
workers, such as porters, not 
currently covered, could be in- 
cluded for the first time. 

GFs, nurses and dentists 
are being consulted, but they 
are opposed to the change. The 
British Medical Association has 
criticised the Doctors and Den- 
tists’ Pay Review Body but is 
ready to defend its indepen- 
dence. “We have criticised their 
findings but we have not criti- 
cised the concept of an inde- 
pendent body," a BMA source 
said. “We would be very hostile 
to abolishing it” 

Nurses have expressed wor- 
ries, and the British Dental As- 
sociation said; “We would be 
concerned that if the pay of aE 
NHS healthcare professionals 
were brought into a single sys- 
tem, the voices of small groups 
might not be heard." 

Unison said that all the 
grades it represented, including 
nurses, were united behind a 
fairer pay system. A spokes- 
woman said they hoped for “a 
single pay spine for all groups”, 
and conditions harmonised for 
all groups. 

Ministerial sources were 
worried that the consultation 
will raise false hopes of a mas- 
sive pay rise for the low paid. 
“We are talking about greater 
equity but anything that is.sug- 
gested has got to be afford- 
able," said a source. That could 
mean slicing the cake differ- 
ently, without increasing it 


‘Lab-Dem’ committee begins work on reforms 


The new “Lab-Dem” Cabinet 
committee joined by Paddy 
Ashdown and other Liberal 
Democrats met for the first 
time yesterday afternoon to 
discuss an agenda for consti- 
tutional reform. 

After a 90-minute working 
session in the Cabinet room 
at Number 10 the Liberal 
Democrat leader sai± “Budd- 
ing on the momentum of the 
referendums in Scotland and 
in Wales, we are modernising 
Britain. 

“This is about opening a 
path for a more modem style 
of politics. We have had a very 


constructive meeting and we 
look forward to building on 
that so we can work together 
to modernise Britain’s con- 
stitution in the future.” 

With the meeting bound by 
the confidentiality that sur- 
rounds all Cabinet discus- 
sion. Mr Ashdown and his 
four parliamentary colleagues 
refused to go into detail about 
the substance of the talks, but 
the Prime Minister's office 
said the main constitutional is- 
sues had been examined. 

“In particular, they ac- 
knowledged the beneficial ef- 
fects of working closely 


together on the referendum 
campaigns and agreed to co- 
operate closely on the legis- 
lation which follows,” a 
spokesman said. 

Members of the committee 
recognise that cross-party co- 
operation will help avoid 
some of the problems associ- 
ated with the debacle over the 
failure of Labour's devolution 
package in the 1970s. 

The meeting also included 
discussion about the incor- 
poration into UK law of the 
European Convention on Hu- 
man Rights, the 1999 Euro- 
eieclions - which will be the 


first national elections to be 
held under proportional rep- 
resentation - and the cre- 
ation of a commission to 
consider an agreed option on 
PR for Westminster parlia- 
mentary elections, to be set up 
this autumn. 

A That commission will re- 
port within a year, and there 
will be a referendum offering 
the voters PR for general 
elections -to be staged before 
the next election. Completion 
of the process could then he 
one of the key offers made to 
voters by the alliance at the 
next election. Anthony Bevins 
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Collect pounds, not points, 

with Britain's leading money back credit card 


The new Alliance & Leicester Credit Card gives 
you money back on every purchase, every year! 
There’s no other card quite like it in the U.K. today! 

Just look at all the advantages you enjoy: 
ft money back on every purchase, every year 
ft double money back of up to 2% in 1997 
ft low interest rate of 17.9% APR 
1 12.9% APR on transferred balances* 
until they are repaid 

I no annual fee - unlike many other | ___ __ 
credit cards 

I up to 46 days interest-free credit 
ft free Purchase Protection 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


Apply today 
SCALL FREE 

0500 83 83 83 

Quoting Ref: KfedSltl 

Lines open 24 hours a day, 

65 days a year 


YES - please send my FREE Information Pack on the new 
Alliance' 
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Sex-crime rate triples 
as convictions fall 


Record numbers of rapes are 
being reported to the police, yet 
only a tiny proportion of the 
attackers are being convicted. 

Jason Bennetto, Crime Correspondent , 
reports on die alarming statistics 
and new proposals to give victims 
a fairer deal. 


Radical changes to the way that rape vic- 
tims are treated in court, including the use 
of screens, are expected to be introduced 
after figures were released showing that only 
one sex attacker in 10 is jailed. 

While The number of reported rapes has 
tripled in the past 21 years, the conviction 
rate has more than halved, a police con- 
ference heard yesterday. 

Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, said he 
was examining ways to improve the con- 
viction rate and help victims in court. Oth- 
er improvements being considered may 
include video links to allow victims to be 
shielded from their alleged attacker. Laws 
to ban accused rapists from cross-examin- 
ing victims are also expected. The Home 
Office is doing two studies on rape, including 
one in which 500 attacks in five police forces' 
areas are being examined. A second study 
is examining the criminal justice system to 
discover what is going wrong. The reports 
are expected next year. 


The Superintendents’ Association na- 
tional conference in Bristol was told that 
in 1985 there were 1,842 reported rapes of 
women; there were 5,930 last year. But the 
proportion of men successfully prosecuted 
has plummeted from 24 per cent - 450 men 
-in 1985 to 10 per cent -576 men -last year. 

The tiny number of convictions and un- 
willingness of people Lo report the crime 
is blamed on such factors as hostile con- 
ditions and cross-examination in courts and 
lurid details published by the press. The 
Crown Prosecution Service has also been 
accused of being unwilling to bring cases 
to court because of fears of the credibility 
in court of the victim, particularly in “date 7 ' 
or “acquaintant” rapes. 

Detective Superintendent Bill Gra- 
hamslaw, of the Metropolitan Police, said 
it was extremely difficult for people to come 
forward and report a rape when the attacker 
was known to them because of fears the as- 
sailant will claim the victim consented, 

The conference heard from a woman 
who told of being raped by a priest and fam- 
ily friend who made her pregnant and gave 
her herpes. She praised the police support 
but said the trial made her "nervous and 
upset". Her requests for a screen in court 
were rejected by the judge because the at- 
tacker was known to her. She said: “At the 
moment the victims are left to feel they are 
the ones committing the crime and are put 
on triaL" In this case her attacker was found 
guilty and jailed for six years. 



Heavy brigade: Doormen are accused of being involved fn drugs and violence 


Bouncers behaving ‘like the Krays’ 


Bouncers are acting as modern-day gang- 
sters m the mould of the infamous Kray 
twins, a senior police officer warned 
yesterday. 

Doormen are involved in drug traffick- 
ing and violence at bars and nightclubs 
throughout Britain, said Chief Superin- 


tendent Brian Mackenzi e, president of the 
Superintendents’ Association. 

He called for stricter controls on bounc- 
ers and the introduction of a licensing 
system. He said that criminals were evad- 
ing local-authority registration schemes by 
hiding behind consultancies. 
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Clue of second car followed 
up In Diana death inquiry 


Police investigating the death of Diana, Princes of Vfel^are 
searching for a Fiat Uno which may have collided with her Mer- 
cedes before the accident in Paris two weeks ago. The investi- 
gators also hope to have a first interview tomorrow with the only 
survivor, thebodyguard Trevor Rees-Jones, who is recovering m 

a Paris hospital. ...... 

Investigators say they have found slivers of plastic which may 
have come from the tail-tight of a Flat Uno. Although this may 
be debris from an earlier collision, the pieces were discovered 
among fragments of glass from the he adli g h ts of the Mercedes 
which carried Diana’s party. Both the glass and plastic pieces were 
found near where the Mercedes hit a pillar holding up an un- 
derpass in central Paris. A scratch on the front wing of the Mer- 
cedes also points to a possible glancing collision. Sources told 
Agence Frimce-Presse they regard this as only a “slim" chance 
but every lead would be followed up. 

The investigators are said to have excluded the possibility that 
the tiny, low-powered Fiat, if such a car were involved, belonged 
to photographers pursuing Diana and her companion, Dodi Fayed. 
Investigators believe the Mercedes, driven by Henri Paul, who 
also died, was travelling at 90 to 1 lOmpb. The assumption is that 
the Mercedes may have come upon another car going aL a much 
slower speed (the limit is 30mph at that point) and that Paul was 
unable to- swerve in time. Alternatively, the car may have joined 
the underpass from a slip-road which appears from the right just 
before the tunnel proper. The possibility that another car was 
passively involved in the accident has never been completely dis- 
missed by investigators. This is one of the main areas of uncer- 
tainty winch Paris police hope will be cleared up by Mr 
Rees-Jones. - . - John Jjchfidd 


Pill touted as beer-gut cure 
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A pfll before a pint could keep unsightly beer bellies at bay, it 
emerged yesterday. Beer Blok, a herbal remedy, is claimed to 
prevent beer-drinkers putting on the pounds: If drinkers take a 
tablet 15 minutes before the first pint and another before every 
subsequent beer, carbohydrates which, normally turn to fat are 
destroyed. The suppliers, Nutri-health, whose spokesman rejoices 
m the name Steve fteafc, said that within two to four weeks it 
has a dimming effect on 70-80 percent of drinkers who take it. 

Bat Alcohol Concern said the product will amply encourage 
people to drink more beer. A spokesman for the charity said: 
“If people art controlling their drinking because they are wor- 
ried about potting on weight, a claim such as this removes that 
barrier, encouraging people to drink more heavily and to excess, 
are ^way^vfcry^ep&al of Claims like these - people have 
^OQ'yeSt^ and so far no one has found 
a way Jo stop3»Offe|M$tfeg on weight. Putting on weight is one 
of the‘1^^r’d^^^6|SS?™ng large amounts of beer. There 
are all soi^^F^S^x h^tii ris ks like liver disease, heart disease 
' and serious - and tharproduct doesn't 

- The £24.99 for 60, were researched and 

trials have been carried out 


Boys charged with rape 


Two 12-yeax-oId boys yesterday appeared in court charged with 
the rape of a five^yearrold girl 

Leeds Youth Court renianded them into the care of the lo- 
caFanthority (m(3 fyfetindsday. Both Spoke only to confirm their 
names and addres^TTie alleged rape took place next to Hare- 
tiUs Cemetery; Lefetfe, dnSunday. Police, told of the incident by 
the girl’s family tin Monday, videoed an interview with her. 


Fur flees as vandals strike 


Police warned people not to approach 500 wild mink which es- 
caped after vandals ripped down fences and overturned pens at 
a farm in MoorHey Lane, Upper Edge, ED and. West Yorkshire. 
Detective Inspector Martin Jordan, of Colder Valley Police, said: 
“As a precaution, members of the public should not approach 
these animals. They are, after all, wild animals and should only 
be handled by professionals.” 
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wry White flag is raised in battle of the press barons 




’ut cure 


Fireworte, if not 
fisticuffe, were expected 
yesterday when the edi- 
tors of two Tory nation- 
al newspapers came 
face-to-face after a fero- 
cious public feud follow- 
ing the death of Diana, 
Princess of Wales. But, 
as Rob Brown, Media Editor, 
explains, peace appears 
to have broken out. 


Charles Moore, editor of the 
Daily Telegraphy is rarefy best- 
ed in the self-righteous stakes. 
And so it proved yesterday 
when the code of practice com- 
mittee of tbe Press Complaints 
Commission met to discuss 
how the press mi gh t win back 
public trust in the aftermath of 
Princess Diana's death. 

Mr Moore arrived at the 
meeting, held in the Newspa- 
per Society’s offices in Blooms- 
bury, north London, armed 
with a letter from Ear l Speocer, 
in which the princess's broth- 
er appealed to the press to put 
its own bouse in order or Par- 
liament would bring forth pri- 
vacy legislation. 

“I wanted to put a bomb un- 
der the complacency of the 
tabloids about their intrusion 


into the lives of members of the 
royal family,'" said Mr Moore. 
“We’ve done that very strong- 
ly for the last week and people 
have noticed. Ead Spencer and 
I are both trying in quite sep- 
arate ways to draw attention to 
the crisis of confidence in the 
press caused by the intrusion of 
privacy.” 

The letter from the ead 
was addressed to the entire 
committee, co m pris in g a dozen 
editors drawn from the regions 
as well as the nationals. But Mr 
Moore must have savoured the 
fact that it bad been faxed to his 
office and not that of tbe com- 1 
nuttee’s chairman. Six David 
English, editor-in-chief of The 
Daify Mail. 

Scarcely had Diana’s body 
been laid to test at her ances- 
tral home in A1 thorp, North- 
amptonshire, before a vicious 
slanging match erupted be- 
tween the Mail and tba Tele- 
graph. The unseemly squabble 
started when Mr Moore ac- 
cused the Mail of being promi- 
nent in the media pack which 
hounded Diana. 

Conrad Black, Canadian 
proprietor of the Telegraphy 
then penned a polemical letter 
in which he stated that having 
Sir David En glish as chairman 
of the commission’s code of 
practice committee was like 
having AI Capone investigating 
crime in 1920s Chicago. 


Paul Dacre, editor of the 
Abril, weighed in, through an ar- 
ticle in The Guardian, in which 
he claimed that Princess Diana 
liked bis paper. “I t nhghi grieve 
Charles Moore to know that, 
next to the dreaded paparazzi, 
tbe princess most disliked him 
and his paper,” he wrote. 

This was followed up yes- 
terday by a letter from Lord 
Rothennere. chahmah of the 
Daily Mail and General Trust, 
which was published on the 
Telegraph S letters page. 

Last night, however, a truce 
appeared to have been reached. 
Sir David phoned Mi Moore 
with what he called “a flag of 
truce” But he swiftly added: 
“Wfe weren T pleading for peace 
and begging for mercy.” 

The Telegraph editor agreed 
to call a halt to hostilities. But 
he made sure everyone knew 
that Sir David had been the first 
to wave a white flag. 

Meanwhile, following yes- 
terday’s meeting, tbe PCC said 
it is to examine its code of prac- 
tice and in particular the issues 
highlighted by Diana's death - 
press intrusion, harassment 
and respect for privacy. 

“As those charged with 
defining the code of practice, 
which sets the benchmarks for 
the ethical and professional 
standards of journalism, we «. 
are now undertaking an argent 
review,” it said. - 



VISCOUNT R OTHERMERJE 

The last proper Etq^lsh press baron, this old Etonian wouldn’t savour a slanging 
match with some uppity colonial. But don't be fooled by his benign patrician 
appearance or his devotion to Buddhism. 

The win-at-all-costs culture at Associated Newspapers stems from his steely 
determination to preserve the Harmsworth inheritance. At 72 that remains un- 
stinted. By and hrge, though, he is a delegator, employing others to read the 
pulse of Middle England. Apart from letter In the Telegraph yesterday, hitting 
back at Black, he has left it to Sir David English (Chairman of Associated) and 
Paul Dacre (Editor of the Daffy Mail) to defend the honour of the Dafy Mad. 
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CONRAD BLACK 

Having emerged from die frozen north of Canada to construct an International 
newspaper empire from scratch, the 49-year-old proprietor of theTefcgnoph is 
as pugnacious as he is rapacious. 

Driven apparently by a sense of divine destiny he tends to heap unholy 
abuse on those who thwart his acquisitive ambitions. His verbal assaults are 
often elaborately phrased, reflecting his rich vocabulary and Immense erudi- 
tion. Not much consolation to those on the receiving end. But it's wiser to ex- 
change insults rather than punches. As one biographer said, he has “the 
physique of a prizefighter and shoulders as broad as an Alberta buffalo”. 
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Wakeham promises tough 
new privacy rules 


Lord Wakeham has 
promised that the 
Press Complaints 
Commission’s new code 
will impose the toughest 
res tricti ons on 
newspaper behaviour, 
writes Paul McCann. 


Lord Wakeham, chairman of 
the Press Complaints Com- 
mission, promised the toughest 
tightening of the rules govern- 
ing newspaper behaviour after 
yesterday’s a meeting of the 
PCC code committee. 

The new rules are likely to 
outlaw completely the use of 
photographs taken on private 
property, but may add protec- 
tion from harassment of peo- 
ple in churches and restaurants. 
It is also likely to strengthen the 


protection of minors from any 
press coverage without their 
parents’ consent Agreement on 
respecting the privacy of 
Princes William and Harry is 
also expected. 

The new code is expected to 
be ready after a full meeting of 
tbe PCC on 24 September. 

In a statement following 
the meeting yesterday, the com- 
mittee said it was undertaking 
an “urgen t” review of the code. 
“The tragic death of Dona, 
Princess of Wales, has focused 
unprecedented public atten- 
tion on press intrusion, ha- 
rassment and respect for 
privacy,” it said. “As those 
charged with defining the Code 
of Practice, which sets the 
benchmarks for the ethical and 
professional standards of jour- 
nalism, we recognise this. 

“We are now undertaking an 
urgent review of the code. 


“As an industry we empha- 
sise the need for the code to be 
followed not just in tbe letter 
but in its full spirit. . 

“We support Lord Vfeke- 
ham’s calls for wide-ranging and 
rigorous irionnsand recognise 
that there is a shared determi- 
nation to rid our publications 
of practices which we all 

described ' 
t&jf^eetingas “ve^ construc- 
tive", add!®: “I am oo : fi)ittse 
t$make a mil -statement next , 
week.. The paparazzi is part of 
the problem, in the sense that 
it is the conduct of photogra- 
phers generally we want toput 
right.” 

Referring tocriticasms of the 
media made by Earl Spencer at 
his aster’s funeral, he said: 
“Earl Spencer's views are very 
well known to me. He is very 
concerned about these issues.” 
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After four years, Poland’s Solidarity stages a comeback 


The pendulum is 
swinging back in Poland. 
After its crushing defeat 
four years ago. Solidarity 
enters Sunday^ 
parliamentary elections 
with a good chance of 
toppling its eternal 
enemy - the left 
Imre Karaa reports from 

Warsaw. 


ii was like old times at the 
Ursus clubhouse. The audi- 
ence have grown chubbier since 
the days when the tractor plant 
was an epicentre of revolt, but 
the message from the rostrum 
has barely changed. Poles had 
to make a final stand against 
the "communist oligarchies'’, 
intoned the speaker. Maciej 
Jankowski. « 

The Solidarity boss, head of 
the trade union in the Warsaw 


region, occasionally let it slip 
that he was referring to “post- 
communists ”, but hastened to 
add that the threat was no less 
acute, Another term, and you'll 
never get rid of them, he 
warned. 

In an exceptio nally tranquil 
campaign, that is as far as op- 
position politicians will go to in- 
voke the Apocalypse. The 
Church - Our Church, as a Sol- 
idarity official instinctively 
refers to it - has not seen the 
need to be so restrained. “Com- 
munism is like a cancer, and it 
has to be removed," declared 
Warsaw's auxiliary Archbishop, 
Zbigniew Kraszewski, at an 
outdoor mass last Sunday. 

The omens for divine retri- 
bution look good. Four years in 
the wilderness have brought 
some of the children of the rev- 
olution together. United again 
in a 36-party block called Sol- 
idarity Election Action, they are 
running neck and neck in the 


polls with the main governing 
party, the Democratic Left Al- 
liance. Although there are at 
least 20 permutations in the 
Lego-like game to build the new 
government, the multi-party 
arithmetic favours Solidarity. 

The party-cum-trade union 
will have to make do without 
Lech Ufclesa. The Gdansk elec- 
tridan has pul away bis toolbox, 
and now sparkles only on the 
global lecture circuit. His suc- 
cessor, Marian Krzaklewski, is 
assured only of the former 
president's vague sympathy. 

He will need more than 
that to defeat the most stable 
government in the post- 
communist era. Four years and 
only one prime minister lost - 
to unproven allegations that he 
used to work for the secret po- 
lice - is the proud record of the 
outgoing administration. That 
and unprecedented economic 
boom, with annual growth of 6 
per cent in the last three years, 


unemployment down by a third 
and real incomes soaring. 

“A good today, a better to- 
morrow, 1 ’ the ex-communists’ 
electron posters pledge. Against 
that. Solidarity can only carp. 
The boom, it argues with some 
justification, is the direct result 
of reforms launched by its gov- 
ernment on the first day of this 
decade. Three years later, the 
“shock therapy" drove the doc- 
tor out of business, but the ben- 
eficial effects are bow being felt. 

Not everybody has gained, 
of course. On the street, old 
ladies sell off the last threadbare 
Items from their wardrobe. 
Even the government admits 
that the pension system, cost- 
ing companies 48 per cent of 
staff wages, is a disaster. Un- 
employment still lurks around 
12 per cent, and much of the 
country's heavy industry is kept 
afloat only by subsidies. Agri- 
culture is reckoned to be the 
most inefficient in Europe. 


With the economy ticking 
over nicely and Poland set for 
EU and Nato membership with 
bipartisan support. Solidarity 
only has the anti- communis t 
card to play. The government’s 
recent efforts to pack the 
boards of static-run companies 
- and the dvfl- service with party 
loyalists has brought- back 
memories of the communist’s 
nomenklatura of old. 

“The most important thing 
is to get the ex-communists out 
of power,” says the Solidarity 
spokesman Wojdech Blasiak. 
“There is : corruption , in the 
government; they sefl officiai 
positions to their friends; they 
are incompetent" 

Whatever the government's 
flaws, international business 
appears convinced that the ex- 
communists are the lesser of the 
many possible evils on offer. 
The trade unionists in the nom- 
inally right-wing Solidarity al- 
liance worry foreign capitalists 


a great deal more than the self- 
proclaimed leftists in the gov- 
ernment, who were applauded 
by one US agency recently 
for their effort to turn them- 
selves into a “conservative 
social democratic party”. 

Some of the Polish presshas 
gone to great lengths to expose 
the home-grown Reds, partic- 
ularly those under the bed, but 
without much success. Last 

week a newspaper was forced to 
eat its words alter linking -but 

not nailing - President Alexan- 
der Kwasniewski to the KGB. 

Solidarity's promise to 
deau$e puhhplife of former se- 
; cret agem^ias struck a chord, 
providing the opposition with 
a rare area of attack. 

Deviling a reliable system 
fcv^y^eattibioDg will be harder 
than SS&darity pretends. But as 
ideological differences fade, it 
pays to. maintain the one bar- 
rier wbictistffl separates the jaiE 
ers of yesterday from the jafled 
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WE ALL RESPOND TO A LETTER 


For our free guide to using letters more effectively in your international business send your name and address to ‘Freepost AIRMAIL*. 








Bosnian crash kills diplomat 


Sarajevo — The United Na- 
tions said 11 people, including 
a leading German diplomat; 
were killed when a helicopter 
slammed into a hfll m central 
Bosnia yesterday. Officials said 
that Gerd Wigner, the German 
depuly to Carlos Westendorp, 
the international High Repre- 
sentative to Bosnia, was among 
the dead. 

Five other passengers were 
injured in the crash at about 
10am, according to the UN 
spokesman Liam McDowaiL A • 
Foreign Office spokeswoman 
said last night that a British man 
was reportedly on board, but 
that his fate was not known. 


The helicopter, a Ukrainian 
aircraft hired by the UN mis- 
sion. took off from Sarajevo at 
about 9.15am. It was carrying 
senior officials in the UN mis- 
sion and other international or- 
ganisations to talks with local 
authorities in the town of Bu- 
gojno in Bosnia’s Muslim- 
Croat Federation. 

The Nato-led peace force 
said it had sent helicopters to 
the site of the crash in a moun- 
tainous region around Fojmca, 
about 50kzn (30 miles) north- 
west of the capital Sarajevo. 

“Hie search and rescue op- 
eration is completed” Mr Mc- 
Dowafl said 
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Before Princess Diana’s funeral, 
few had ever heard of John 
Tavener. By its dose, almost the 
whole world had heard his 
‘flights of angels' sing her tscfjher 
rest. Here the composer of the 
‘Song for Athene’ tells Nicholas Roe 
how the roots of his music lie in 
the birth of his brother and the 
death of his mother 


I can see it now. I was three years old. I 
can see the piano I played and I can see 
the gramophone player which I also played 
endlessly, endlessly, endlessly the same mu- 
sic, all the time my mother was in hospital. 

I can't see any particular significance In 
the music itself - it was Humperdinck's 
“Brother, Come Dance With Me” from 
Hansel and Gretei, so that isn’t important, 
although when i hear it even nowadays it 
has a wry emotional effect on me. But the 
fact that I needed music in every form was 
important. 

1 was very close to my mother and at 
that stage I was the only child. My sister 
had died at birth and my mother had had 
such enormous difficulty giving birth to me 
that she nearly lost me. 

Because of this, when she had my 
brother they kept her in hospital for quite 
some time. But I had no idea why she had 
had to go away. She bad just gone and I'm 
told I played the piano all the time or I went 
back to this gramophone, wound it up and 
asked for this record to be put on again and 
again and again. 

The ghost or echo I have is music - 
whether on the wind-up gramophone or 
the piano, it seemed somehow to comfort 
me and I remember it so vividly as some- 
thing like soothing pain. 

Later every time I did it, it seemed to 
soothe pain, and it’s only now, at the age 
of 53. that I can finally understand why. Be- 
cause 1 see it as a form of prayer. I might 
be completely crackers and have got it 
wrong but that is how it seemed to me. 

I feel that the music I write is far ahead 
of what I am and often the music teaches 
me something. Does that make seme? It's 
part of a spiritual journey, and the jour- 
ney in my case lakes place through writ- 
ing music and it tells me things about my 
life. The art of writing puts me almost in 
a trance stale, where I feel enormousfy dose 
to God. 

I see this with hindsight, of course. It 
really became clear to me much later, af- 
ter my mother died in 19S3. But another 
point of revelation was when the head of 
the Russian Orthodox Church in England 






Tavener The music I write is far ahead of what I am’ 


Photograph: PAL 


The music seemed somehow to comfort 
me, like something soothing pain’ 


asked me, in 1974, to make a setting of the 
liturgy without my knowing anything of the 
Orthodox tones, or how the services are 
put together - just to react to the text. 

When my version of the liturgy Was Cel- 
ebrated. I was pounced on by members of 
the Orthodox congregation, who said: 
“You have not written this in the prescribed 
tone; you have set this to your own music" 
and it had a paralysing effirct on me. I knew 
they were right but 1 had to discover why 
they were right. 

It was the discovery of tradition. When 
I was three, I connected prayer with com- 
posing. Now I was realising that there was 
this thing called sacred music which had 
nothing to do with Beethoven and Mozart 


- fc. 


and nothing to do with this . knowledge I 
thought I bad acquired yet was never to- 
tally happy with. 

I would say that, so far as Wistem mu- 
sic is concerned, ht the end of the Middle 
Ages when the scientific revolution began, 
the ego started to come in more and more; 
music is no longer an act of worship, it starts 
becoming separate - and I can’t bear the 
concept of art for art's sate. It becomes mu- . 
sic for the critics. 

When people talk about composition 
they say, “I think he*s finding his own 
voice." Suddenly that seemed to be ridicu- 
lous. It was not a question of finding one’s 
own voice, it was a question of finding the 
voice. It brings into my thought ihe ques- 
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lion that perhaps music does go right back 
to the beginning of the world, hence the 
link with the sacred. * • 

Again with hindsight, I can say today 
that in a way I had to cease to exist as John 
Tavener. 

Then my mother died and the revela- 
tion really started to happen. She died of 
cancer but in a rather wonderful way, be- 
cause an Orthodox priest was actually in 
her room and was singing the Office of the 
Departing of the Human Soul, and at the 
point of “Amen" she died, which I felt was 
... appropriate. 

But it stopped me writing. I didn’t want 
to write at all I went to see an eminent tra- 
ditionalist who said, “Go to the nature you 


love most of all", and that for me was 
Greece and I did exactly what he bold me 
to do. 

I stayed in Aegina m a very snail ho- . 
tel which had been used by Greek con- 
temporary poets, a very unusual hotel with 
a unique atmosphere. 

My intention was not to write, but af- 
ter about six weeks I found, not against my 
will exactly, that I was writing and I could- 
n't stop. It was a kind of pouring out and 
there was a connection - although I could 
never have analysed if- between what I 
had been doing in the Seventies, and what 
was coming out now. And the music had 
a new kind of humility. That was very im- 
portant to me and I worked and prayed my 


way out of the grief I felt for my mother. 

I was healed by the landscape and also 
by going to visit the relics of a saint - St 
Neckiarios of Aegjna. 1 remember putting 
my head on his relics and I heard the words 
“Where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also", from the Gospels. I think 
the point was that I must continue, and 
must continue writing music because writ- 
ing music for me is my life and it meant 
that my Me could continue. 

The process is going oil Removing for- 
mulae, removing any preconceived idea I 
had about religion or musicbecause I can 
lump them together. Just allowing some- 
thing to pass through me. Call it the Holy 
Spirit, if you like. ■ ' - 


A network of friends can be a better prop than one single bloke 



DILEMMAS 

VIRGINIA 

IRONSIDE 


Sally’s husband left her 
eight months ago and 
despite seeing lots of 
friends she feels 
unbearably lonely, unable 
even to buy food if it's 
not for two. She also 
longs for sexual physical 
contact. Will she have to 
wait till she finds 
another man, any man? 


Feeling lonely is part of be- 
reavcmcoL It doesn't matter 
how many friends you have, you 


may still feel lonely. When my 
father died. I burst into tears 
and was comforted by my part- 
ner. “But I feel so kuietyT I 
wailed. He snatched his arms 
away. “But you've got me!” he 
replied, hurt What he didn't 
undexstandisthatthc loneliness 
following a bereavement is 
something that stands on its 
own, unrelated to reality. And 
the break-up of a relationship 
is indeed a bereavement made 
worse, in Salty's case, by the fact 
that she was the one who was 
actually left 

Some people argue that 
eventually the feelings of lone- 


liness will go and Sally wfll find 
it great fun being on her own. 
She will go round supermarkets 
buying scrummy meals for one, 
tiny treats of minuscule pots of 
caviar which she will eat with 
a tiny spoon as she watches the 
video of her choice or channel- 
bops to her heart's content She 
will go to exhibitions and mu- 
seums by herself and at her own 
pace. She will be able to wake 
up at three in the morning and 
have a large glass of brandy and 
fall asleep over a book with the 
light on. 

Tve never reached this bliss- 
ful state, and, like Sally, relieve 


feelings of loneliness by sur- 
rounding myself with gangs of 
people. But what Sally will 
find, after a long time, is that 
her friends turn into a net of se- 
curity, and she wiD find that this 
giant network is just as much of 
a prop, if not more so, than one 
single bloke. 

To build this network, how- 
ever, she must relate to her 
friends on an emotional level as 
well as a social one. But there 
are plenty of people to help her 
sublimate her feelings of lone- 
liness. Gays, girlfriends, chil- 
dren, lonely single or divorced 
men looking for a spot of moth- 


ering rather than sex - the 
world is bursting with them. . 

SaOy misses sex, but the 
problem with sex is that the 
longing is never-ending, like 
cle an i ng your teeth. You can't 
just have a whole heap of sex 
and then not want it for a year. 
But the desire for sex is yet 
another symptom of bereave- 
ment, when sexual fe eli ng s can 
go haywire. 

Some women wboVe been 
left simply cringe at the idea of 
being touched by a man; oth- 
er women get obsessed by it, 
and can hardly go into the 
baker’s without giving him the 


eye and wondering what he’d 
be like between the sheets or, 
indeed, in more interesting 
places. 

It may be that Sally’s right 
and she misses a man, “any 
man" as she puts it, for his sheer 
maleness around the bouse. A 
personality is not like a kettle 
- you can’t go to the shop and 
buy another one - but the 
maleness of a man is rather like 
a kettle and in that way any 
man ., as long as he is kind and 
attractive to her, will do. 
There's uo shame in that. Many 
men primarily want a woman 
round the house, long before 


they want “this particular” 
woman or “that special" lady. 
This is why people get togeth- 
er via lonely hearts columns, 
which might well be an answer 
for Sally, though not so early on 
in the game. 

Sally’s real problem is that 
she is looking for relief from her 
pain so quickly. She doesn’t say 
bow long she was married, but 
seven months is no time at all. 
After a 16-year relationship 
it’s been two years until IVe felt 
remotely human again. Sally, 
too, will feel human again, but 
it wQl take far longer than she 
thinks. 
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WHAT READERS SAY 


You will get through this 
in time 

Having experienced Sally's feel- 
ings of loneliness I can under- 
stand how she feels. Waves of 
depression would engulf me. 
leaving me physically incapable 
of doing anything Like her I led 
a foil life socially. For a few 
years, though I admitted it to 
no one, I longed for a man, 
someone who would love me 
and whom I could love. But, 
having a fatalist side to my na- 
ture, I nev er activ ely looked for 
one. I learnt that one always 
cfuuc through the bleak periods 
supported by family and 
friends. I got to know myself 
well. 

I brought the children up. 
made a new life for myself and 
was really enjoying my inde- 
pendence when, whoops, along 
came someone - totally unex- 
pected! I’ve had to make fur- 
ther adjustments as I was 
becoming selfish! 


My loneliness/adjustment 
to divorce took me seven years, 
but it’s different for everyone 
so five a day at a time. I re- 
married 14 years later. 

To Sally I sav, lean on your 
friends but spread yourself or 
you risk the friendship; realise 
that life will get belter even if 
you don’t believe it. and take 
what there is to offer because 
there is a time and a season for 
everything - never lose hope. 
Cieone Augur 

Hcnky-on-Thames, Oxfordshire 

One day you win fall in 
love again 

My ex had an affair white I was 
working away, struggling to 
keep our home. 1 was overcome 
with hurt and bitterness. This 
was a woman whose father I 
had nursed and was with when 
he died. 

I failed to find some mean- 
ing or reason. My feelings 
ranged from anger to loneliness 


to despair. I was ready to hit the 
next person who said: “Tone is 
a great healer.” But it is. Keep 
busy - let your friends comfort 
you - things will get better. 

TWo years on I had recov- 
ered my self-worth, was enjoy- 
ing my freedom and looking 
forward to life on my own. I was 
at peace with myself; then I fell 
in love with the most wonder- 
ful woman. We are now married 
with a baby on the way. 

The time was right- You’ll 
know when it is for you. 

John Harboume 
Crosby, Liverpool 

Being married can be far 
lonelier 

The loneliness will go. although 
you may hardly notice it hap- 
pening My husband left me five 
years ago and I too felt deso- 
late. but it now seems like a dis- 
tant memory. 

You might find that braving 
more time on vour own will 


help you to come ter teems 
with your stftiation. I couldn't 
go out mud) when my husband 
first left because I had two small 
children. Lspent a lot of time 
with friends or colleagues dur- 
ing the day, but I was usually on 
my own in the evenings. After 
a while, I found that I really ap- 
preciated this quiet time to 
myself - reading, pottering or 
just doing nothing. It seemed to 
help me regain my sense of self. 
Five years bn I still have no man 

in my life, nice though that 
might be, but I am happier and 
less lonely than I now realise I 
was in my marriage. 

Flora Jamieson 
London SE24 

Pain Is part of the 
healing process 
Having gone through die same 
experience as your reader- I’ve 
bren in the situation where, yes, 
you can be in a crowded room 
and, yes, you can even appear 


to be the “fife and soul" and 
then suddenly - wham, it hits 
you - there is this incredibly 
lonely feeling in the pit of your 
Stomach which slowly spreads 
to every nerve in your body and 
you think nobody else can even 
begin to understand the deso- 
lation' yon are feeling. Some- 
times the is where panic can set 

in. The only advice I can give 
is to try to accept this feeling 
when it sweeps aver you - af- 
ter all h is a vital part of the 
healing proass. Once you re- 
alise these feelings are com- 
pletely normal. -you- axe after 
all grieving -you’ll find that the 
feeling of utter desolation and 
despair lessens over a period of 
tune and you will, I promise, 
come out of your experiences 
a much stronger person with the 
capacity to love and be loved 
again -happily this I also know 
from experience. 
UzMcGeechan 
Coatbridge 


NEXT WEEK’S DILEMMA : 

Dear Virginia. I am in a very responsible job in a small 
firm and have been given increasing responsibility over 
the years. It suits me perfectly because it’s down the toad 
and my boss is very understanding about letting me al- 
ways go early enough to prick my son up from school, and 
allows me time, off for school events and so on. I always 
make up any work I miss by popping in some Saturdays, 
however. He w31 also allow me to work from home if ray 
son Is Hi, which, admittedly, is hardly ever. My problem- 
is that I have been working for the same salary for the 
last 10 years and feel I deserve a rise, particularly as Fve 
just discovered that a woman’s been taken on in a far less 
semor position and is being paid almosL half as much again 
as me. I just find it almost impossible to screw up the 
courage to ask. What is wrong with me? My husband says 
I'm being taken advantage o£ 

Hattie 

Comments are welcome, and everyone who has a sug- 
gestion quoted will be sent a bouquet from Interflora. Send 
personal experiences or comments to me at the Features 
Department, The Independent, 1 Canada Square, Canary 
Whaifr London E14 5DL (fax 0171-293-2182) by Tues- 
day mor ning. If you have any dilemmas of your own vou 
would like to share, let me know. 
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The inventions that win 
favour in a Biairite 
vision of the Millennium 


Yesterday Tony Blair went on 
television to bunch the Millenni- 
um Products collection chosen by 
,'Jfthe Design Council to promote the 
best of British talent for the 21st 
century. Products had to have 
been manufactured between Jan- 
uary 1995 and the end of 1997. Here 
Nonie Niesewand surveys the first 
27 products announced m a list 
which will eventually comprise 
2 , 000 . 


Water 

■ Grippa stops water m ains spring- 

> ing a leak with a plastic pipeline adap- 
tor in three sizes to link all household 
pipes to the water mains. So many 
variations in plumbing into the mains 
means that plumbers cany 20 fittings 
for each repair. 

Grippa Universal Pipeline Adaptor - 
Products designed by Isis 

• On field trial in Botswana, the Ox- 
fam water bucket with a snap-on, no- 
spill lid plus cap and nozzle is 
concaved to carry on the head. In air- 
lifts, it stacks for food storage on flight. 
Oxfam Water Container 

Energy 

• A horizontal land gas drilling sys- 
tem reaches parts that other drill bits 
could not reach. Up to five miles from 
the rig. the fully rotating head effec- 
tively drills around corners to stop oil 
and gas fields closing down too ear- 
ly. Now it's being tested to extend 10 
miles from the rig. 

Steerable Rotary Drilling -Cameo In- 
ternational (UK) 

Eco-friendly 

• Crop spraying needs careful con- 
trols since it affects the environment 
Pest lifecycles are determined by 
temperature and the shirt pocket-sized 
Tempest lights up when conditions are 
ripe for a plague. 

Tempest - Insect Investigations ' 



Fashion*, wood-fibre Tencel fabric 

• The Helicon building has triple 
glazing with motorised movable lou- 
vre Minds between double glazing to 
nw I the facade. Chilled ceilings be- 
tween every floor replace air condi- 
tioning. 

Hclicvn Building fy OveArup ... . 

Medicine 

■ Seaweed dressing with polymer film 
replaces skin. Aiworbent, transparent. 



Medicine: the Woosh Chair 


alginate wmveed extractions convert 
to a gel for removal, without leanns 

healing Ibsuc, and if ihew-ound a wet 

the breathable pafyim* '*J cls 0 d * 
it and maintains moisture levtds. 
Intelligent HHtfmf Dressing ~ITO 

t » Surgiwlgkw'esgognx'nifihcyare 

' W punctured to alert surgeons. 

HitKSEL Reveal -ReffnrMetbcal 

» Artificial limbs with a tiny computer 


On the evidence of the first 1 per 
cent, the exhibition comes with atti- 
tude that is very politically correct 
and environmentally aware. There 
is an Oxfam bucket being field test- 
ed in Botswana; nothing flashy but 
an indication that water is going to 
be a key issue in the 21st century; 
and the Grippa, a plumber’s tool 
designed to seal Leaks. There is a 
low-tech building (pictured and de- 
scribed on the right), good-looking 
but no more than that It was cho- 
sen because it pioneers energy sav- 
ing techniques so dear to the heart 
of this government There’s a life 


chip inside adjust the amputee's 
painfully learnt swing of an artificial 
leg to their former gait 
JP + by Charles BkuchfordA. Sons Ltd 



Water: the Oxfam bucket 


• Bright, curvy Woosh chair fix dis- 
abled children is static and can be 
modified at low cost for special needs. 
Woosh Chair -Lecky Design Ltd 

• Contact lenses that keep the eye 
moist for longer are made ofbio-com- 
patible- phosphoiylcholine (PC), 
which is found m blood cdk and stops 
protein adhering. PC catheters are less 
likely to become infected just as PC 
stents prop up damaged arteries. 
Prodear Contact Lenses - Biocom- 
patibles 

• Cowslip is a recyclable plastic 
overshoe irtucb comes in two pairs for 
dairy cows with aching legs. They al- 
leviate pain to increases milk yield and 
effecta cure for tired legs in a month. 
Cowslips - Giltspur Scientific 

Fashion 

• The first new man-made fibre for 
30 years. Made from sustainable 
wood fibre, unlike the cracldy, shiny 
nylon and rayon, Tfencel from Cour- 
taulds drapes well, colours intensely 
and is durable. 

Tcncel - Courtaulds 

Transport 

• The Rolls-Royce Ttent Engine is 
V? tons lighter than its rivals, 
blades made from titanium rather than 
carbon fibre make.it the world’s 
lightest, strongest and most powerful 
aircraft engine in the world. These 
weight loss winners alkjw each aircraft 
to carry up to 30 more passengers. 
Trent Engine - Rolls-Royce - 

• The all-weather road and rail 
bridge in Hong Konglinks the island 
with the new airport and stays open 
even in typhoons. 

Laraau Link —Mott Macdonald 

• life rafts with chutes attached are 
blown dear of containers in emer- 
gencies when a ship is in distress. Huge 
crowds are evacuated down chutes 
into the attached catchnet of a rafL 
Marin-Ark Marine Evacuation System 
- RFD 

• Fail-safe laser labelling for military 
and commercial aeroplanes uses ul- 
traviolet to change the colour indeli- 
bly on hundreds of miles of cabling. 
Capris SO UV Laser Win Marker - 

Spectrum Technologies Ltd 

Information Technology 

• Rnget PIN numbers. Just as no two 
fingerprints are the same, no two iris- 
es are identical. Now automatic telling 
machines can identify by their eyes 
anybody wanting to withdraw cash- 
The machine also issues everything 
from money and airline tickets to in- 
formation on the video screen. 
Persona S ATM -NCR Financial Sys- 
tems Ltd 

• Shoppers at Safeways get a hand- 
held rod with their trolley which 
scans purchases and tots up the bill 
before check-out. 

Shop & Go -Safeway Stores 


raft with a chute which frees itself 
the minute a ship starts to till; laser 
coded cabling on aircraft that 
mafrpy maintenance much reff gr and 
easier; a pest control device for 
farmers that reduces that need for 
environmentally damaging crop 
spraying. This is not a fun list; the 
only thing for children is for dr- 
afted children. Thore who think of 
the Design Council as a promoter 
of gadgets and gifts will learn that 
when Millennial thinking takes 
bold, the fact that Britain’s leader- 
shipin electronics and technology 
looms larger than souvenirs. 


• The new mega byted Psion series 
5 is a more powerful palm-top com- 
puter with a keyboard and touch-sen- 
sitive screen which can write 
documents, create spreadsheets, make 
diary entries, access e-mafl and track 
share prices: 

Psion Series 5 

• BT already has 200 public Inter- 
net booths open in London like 
phone boxes offering 20 chann els of 
news, sport, weather and leisure ac- 
tivity with interactive access: 
BTTbuchpoint 

• The London stock exchange’s 200- 
year-old monopoly is broken by an au- 
tomatic transaction service contacted 
online, real-time; by computer rather 
than by telephone, without a broker. 
Tradepoint Financial Networks 

• The world’s smallest camera at- 
tached to your PC means you can 
video-conference the world. 

Universal Serial Bus Camera -I'ision 

Entertainment 

• Fibre-optic cables can beam into 
y oar borne multiple channels. But ac- 
cessing them is expensive. This new 
silicon transceiver reduces costs by 
translating tight data into digital in- 
formation. 

ASOC Optical Fibre Transceivers - 
Bookham Technology 

• Could you qx?t the real Dalamtians 
from the fakes in 101 Dalmatians! An- 
imatronics hide a person inside an an- 
imal costume to manipulate hand and 
body movements while, off screen, a 
puppeteer with a joystick changes ex- 
pressions. Creature Shop created 
Babe, the pig, out of computer graph- 
ics with animatronics and now they're 
building Buddy the gorilla. 

Buddy - Tim Henson’s Creature Shop * 

• Mobile phones can access per- 
sonalised information via the Inter- 
net Genie bleeps to alert the user to 
share price changes, broadcast bul- 
letins, job vacancies, TV listings and 
soon. 

Genie- Cetinet 



Above: low-tech eco-efficient offices and seminar space for 100 people. Below lefts the south-facing glazed facade has a 
solar panel to store enough sunlight to fight the office throughout the year. External motorised translucent glass 
louvres control glare. Below right: recycled materials are important, so old bricks were used - a problem, as tOhey were 
sized In imperial measurements and the architects* floor plans were metric Photographs: Dennis Gilbert 






They dropped bricks on 
the road to efficiency 


Transport: Lantau Bridge fn Hong Kong 



Entertainment: Buddy - Animatronics 

• Run with the dinosaurs on screen 
wiih a CD-Rom, starring a giant 3D 
■tyrannosaurus Rex, which animates 
dinosaurs and stages a virtual dig to 
excavate bones which come to life and 
wait in ambush. Internet links allow 
the curious to question top palaeon- 
tologists. Dinosaur sounds can be 
downloaded- 

Eyewitness VR Dinosaur Hunter- DK 
Multimedia 




Building Id, a new addition to the Design Coun- 
cil^ mSenniai list, is a model for energy efficient 
office buildings of the furore. Utilising natural 
energy sources, it could prove to be an archi- 
tectural milestone - but only time will tell. 

Building 16 is as energy-efficient an office building 
as Britain can offer, or so the Design Council hopes. 
They have put it on their millennial list, out in truth 
they don’t really know whether it works or not By 
the time the millennium comes, we will know. Still, 
it is a three-storeyed building, to be found at the 
Budding Research Establishment at Watford, de- 
signed by the Bath practice of Fielden & Clegg to 
provide “a 30 per cent better energy performance 
than previous buildings”. 

It is supposed to be state-of-the-art, and it pro- 
bably is, but it must be said that the story of its con- 
struction had its unstate-of- the-art moments. There 
was a major glitch at the start; imperial-sized bricks 
and metric floor plans -and this forBRE, the UK’s 
leading source of independent advice and infor- 
mation on building performance, construction and 
fire safely. 

The bricks were imperial measure because the 
intention was that it would be built from old bricks 
recycled - 20,000 of them from the demolished build- 
ing on the site. But tbe Portland cement that bond- 
ed them meant that nobody could separate them. 
A crusher bad to pulverise them on site. Other sal- 
vaged bricks were ordered, finding the right quan- 
tity from the same site to ensure continuity of finish 
and colour. They were found, transported at a cost, 
and the architects' charges rose with each redesign; 
as did the main contractor's; due to the care and 
anting required in the brick-laying to fit the imperial 
bricks into a metric building frame. 

As for the rest, the on-site recycling did happen. 
Slate cladding, roofing sheets and cast-iron drains 
were salvaged from the demolition of a building on 
site. Roofing timbers were sold to a pine furniture 
maker, and an the fittings inside, such as fire 
extinguishers, blinds, light-switebes and sockets, were 
distributed to schools and hospitals. 

According to the BuQding Research Centre, the 
hassle over the old bricks was worthwhile. The manu- 
facture of new bricks causes environmental dam- 


age, which was averted. Besides, the reclaimed bricks 
give a mellowed character to the building. But. as 
they put it, they leami that “greater insight is need- 
ed in the role of the reclamation industry in the UK". 

So how does the building work? It is designed 
to harness the sun. the wind and water. When the 
south-faring, glazed faqade is bathed in sunlight, 
inside it is cool. A borehole was sunk 70 feet to pipe 
cold water throughout the three levels. This ground- 
water pumped from the borehole as a cooling source 
is more efficient with a waveform construction of 
flooring, an organic form which provides interest- 
ing ceilings on the floor below. In winter, this water 
will be heated for underfloor heating, and piped into 
radiators. Mike Clift, project manager, admits that 
monitoring the success of this natural air-conditioning 
with airflow and temperature controls has just begun. 

Any breeze is captured with cross-ventilation, a 
natural choice for the open-plan arrangements. The 
shallow office plan with fairly high glazed fagades 
means that there is plenty of daylight indoors, and 
BMS-comroiled windows on the third floor, with 
manually opened windows at lower levels, allow for 
cross-ventilation. Occupants can override the auto- 
matic control of all aspects of their environments: 
for the architects, this is "a most important issue 
for any building and one which a naturally venti- 
lated building should address more effectively than 
a sealed box". 

On the outside of the south-facing facade there 
are external motorised glass louvres and fan-assisted 
ventilation stacks, so on hot, still days fans inside 
will circulate tbe air through the offices. A small, 
thin film of silicone panels are photovoltaic, to store 
enough heat to light the building. In the summer 
tbe fire research unit was using this solar power to 
boil kettles for tea but these photovoltaic conditions 
are expected to generate 1,500 kOowatl-hours a year, 
enough to light the building. Tbe new generation 
of compact low-energy fluorescents. T5, are more 
efficient than conventional fluorescent tubes and less 
environmentally damaging in manufacture. They are 
linked to presence detectors and to the BMS com- 
puter system, which switches off the lights when they 
are not needed. 

It sounds like a building for the millennium, 
doesn’t it? Lets hope it winters well 
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Few calculations are based on such 
pseudo-science and false analogy as those 
which produce the salaries of “top 
people**. In the private sector, remuner- 
ation committees sit around pretending to 
be objective when in feet they are working 
on hunches, the going rate and vague 
intuitions about individuals and returns. 
In the public sector, the work is farmed 
out to committees of the Great and Good 
who try. usually in vain, to find someone 
whose job realty compares with that of an 
army general or the Cabinet Secretary. But 
lack of rigorous principle is not the same 
as the absence of a strong case for pay- 
ing those in senior positions welL Like the 
Rime Minister. His is an incomparable job, 
for which £140.000 a year by no means 
sounds too much but £90,000 certainly 
sounds too little.’ 

The pay system bequeathed to Labour 
by its Tory predecessors this week 
produced new numbers for the Prime 
Minister and Cabinet colleagues. Hie 


resulting salaries are reasonable. For the 
Home Secretary to receive £120,000 or so 
a year is fitting. It is a demanding job, 
carries physical risks and may only last a 
matter of months. Those points ap^dy even 
more strongly to the premiership. In an 
ideal world, we might wish there to be 
tighter definitions of ministers’ jobs, 
making clear just where their responsi- 
bilities end and those of the managers they 
employ in the public services begin. But 
such fuzziness is no excuse for meanness. 

Cabinet ministers deserve the money 
even when nurses and doctors and teach- 
ers are being kept to increases at or around 
the rate of inflation. Through a mixture 
of parliamentary pusillanimity and 
Conservative cowardice, ministerial pay is 
now depressed. There is a good ease for 
a one-off upwards adjustment of Cabinet 
salaries which need not have any 
ramifications for those working in schools 
or hospitals or collecting refuse. 

One of the best legacies of the 


Conservative era was the conviction that 
pay has to follow performance. If the 
phrase “pay poDcy” is to mean anything 
at all, it must- no longer be the doctrine 
of the annual round where everyone gets 
some inflation plus increment plucked out 
of the air by trade union leaders; instead 
it must be based on schemes which seek 
to reward those who perform their jobs 
well and increase the public product as a 
-result. Even nurses are not aU star 
performers; their pay must also recognise 
individual merit as well as local circum- 
stances of recruitment. 

Frightened of confrontation with a 
branch of trade unionism which the indus- 
trial relations revolution of the Ejfltfics 
seertB to have passed by, governments in 
the past have usually chosen not to ^efivef- 
this message to public employees daectty; 
preferring to hide behind pay review 
bodies. These are merely a deception, for 
a reason graphically illustrated yesterday. 
The Government made it plain before the 


election that its pending {dans for foe next 
two years are those fired by Kenneth 
Clarke last November. Those plans en- 
visage an. increase in aggregate public 
sector pay of little more than inflation. . 

■ Alistair Dkrimg - a ’minister, 
incidentally," emerging as one of this 
admmistration’s brighter lights - repeat- 
ed this fiscal fact' yesterday, directing bis 
voice towards -the' pay review bodies. 
HoW dare he, stbrmed Sandy 'Macara. 
chairman of the British Medical Assod- 
ation - “The review body . should do [its 
job] quite unfettered by affordability.” That 
is the autbeotiervoke of the Seventies, the 
decade which brought : tis Sscontented 
waiters and the mentality which says 
public services are not for the benefit of 
the public butfor those who providefhem. 

Tbny Blah is wrong to have foregone 
a rise in prime ministerial salary, but some- 
times political circumstances sure- too 
strong to resisc - std tins wassuch an occa- 
sion. Given Cherie Booth's professional 


suaxss. it is hard to see the Blair house- 
hold missing the odd £ 10,000 (however 
udfeir that observation, it would get 
made). Mr Blair’s next move, to urge his 
Cabinet colleagues to take their rise, was 
correct They now merely look li ke she ep. 

Those mistakes made, the Government 

needs more than ever to reaffirm its pub- 
lic sector pay policy for 1997-98. It is tins. 
Spending plans do allow some small nse 
in aggregate pay. Thai, however, must first 
be used to meet the Government’s stated 
priority, which is the riscue and. rehabil- 
itation of the education service. A key 
instrument is differential reward, allow- 
' jng , for example, good teachers to stay in 
the classroom, well paid and not sucked 
into administration and pastoral work 
which, however importan t, have to remain 
secondary to lively teach in g. David Bhin- 
kett's authority to push that policy would 
in no way have been dimin ished by his 
accepting an amount nearer the proper pay 
for a minister of his standing. 
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Efficient recycling 

Sir. Ray Palin, director of the 
Energy from Waste Association 
is right to point out (Letters, 17 
September) the overriding need 
to reduce waste, but wrong to 
champion the waste incineration 
option. Incinerators are com- 
plex technology. They cost mil- 
lions to set up and so the 
operators require very long 
waste supply contracts (25-30 
years) to justify the huge .out- 
lay. Moreover, Coopers & Ly- 
brand’s recent report to the EC 
found that incineration creates 
less employment than recycling, 
requires more transport (gen- 
erating extra carbon dioxide), 
and undermines recycling. 

Germany is some years 
ahead of Britain in recycling 
waste - their problems today 
could be our problems in five* 
years. They are now recycling 
efficiently to such an extent that 
their waste volumes have de- 
creased by 16 per cent in the 
three years after 1990. 

Tb prevent their expensive 
incinerators lying idle they are 
new forced to import waste 
from as far away as Brazil to 
keep their incinerators oper- 
ating. Landfill sites arc still re- 
quired for the remnant toxic 
incinerator ash. 

Meanwhile, here in the UK, 
a report in the current issue of 
The Ecologist highlights the 
poor safety performance of 
some British municipal incin- 
erators as well as the dangers to 
health associated with the diox- 
ins produced by the incineration 
process. On economic, envi- 
ronmental and health grounds, 
incineration - even when op- 
portunistically renamed “en- 
ergy from waste" - is not a 
viable option. We should seek 
instead to drastically reduce 
waste, promote recycling and re- 
use, while developing small and 
safe composting and anaerobic 
digestion systems. 

Dr DAVIDCROMWELL 
StHithampton. Hampshire 

Sir We welcome Polly Toynbee's 
support for recycling ( 15 Sep- 
tember) hut lake issue with her 
opinion of “price-fixing glass 
makers" who "in their greed to 
pay the lowest possible prices in 
the short term arc throttling re- 
cycling schemes at birth". 

The glass industry has been 
committed to recycling for over 
241 years and has invested over 
£11 m in the national bottle 
bank network. This yields over 
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430,000 tons of recovered and 
recycled glass every year. Glass 
accounts for over 70 percent of 
all recycled domestic packaging 
in the UK and the bottle bank 
system here, and in Europe, has 
been proven to be far the most 
efficient and least costly way of 
collecting used glass containers. 

The green plastic box which 
prompted Ms Toynbee’s article 
represents a vastly more ex- 
pensive way of collecting waste. 
Furthermore the doorstep 
method is in its infancy and wfll 
have to develop massively be- 
fore it can collect the volumes 
of recycled packaging that are 
needed to meet Government 
goals. The glass industry is 
committed to increasing the 
amount of glass collected via 
bottle banks and is working to 
organise the funding of new 
bottle bank sites and equipment 
BILL COOK. 

Director General 
British Glass 
Sheffield 


Sin Polly Toynbee’s assertion 
that recycling can be a viable 
and profitable initiative makes 
good sense, especially given 
her acknowledgement that us- 
ing recycled newsprint is cheap- 
er than using new wood pulp. 

Why is it then, that recycled 
paper is so much more expen- 
sive to buy in the shops? Are 
the manufacturers cashing in on 
those of us with an environ- 
mental conscience? 

NIGEL GOODWIN 
University of Nottingham 

Ford dispute 

Sir. Those who have been fol- 
lowing coverage in The Inde- 
pendent of the recognition 
dispute at Ford of Dagenham, 
occasioned by some 300 drivers 
in the truck fleet transferring 
from the Transport & General 
Workers Union to UKTTJ, may 
be forgiven for thinking that 
racism is the root cause. 

In an article by Barrie 


dement (11 September) you re- 
ported: “While the proportion 
of ethnic minority workers in the 
mam factories at Dagenham is 
between 40 and 50 percent, the 
proportion in the truck fleet is 
around 2 per cent". 

The statistics are used to in- 
fer that the disparity is virtual 
proof of racial discrimination, 
whereas the low percentage of 
ethnic minority drivers simply 
reflects the proportion of eth- 
nic minority drivers found in tbe 
LGV driver population of the 
UK as a whole. 

Your report also signally 
failed to mention that the TUC 
Disputes Committee completely 
deared UKTU of any suggestion 
of racism, just as it also cleared 
them of having directly recruit- 
ed TGWU members. 
DOUGLAS CURTIS 
Head of Campaigns and 
Communications 
The United Road Transport 
Union 

StrensaU, Yorkshire 


Jewish faith 

Sin Your article about tbe 
hatred and violence directed 
against Reform Jews in Israel 
by their ultra-Orthodox co- 
religionists (13 September) will 
have disturbed and saddened 
many of your readers, Jew and 
non-Jew alike. 

It is hardly surprising that 
many secular Jerusalemites are 
seeking to escape the intoler- 
ance of the Orthodox by leav- 
ing the city to find homes in 
areas where they can live as tbey 
choose. 

The banting of the kinder- 
garten in Mevasseret Zion is, 
however, rooted in a different 
problem. It stems from the re- . 
fusal of the Orthodox to accept 
the principle of pluralism in Is- 
rael as indeed they refuse lo ac- 
cept it in the Jewish community 
in the United Kingdom. 

Progressive Jews in Israel 
and elsewhere are not “secular" 
Jews, they are as deeply com- 


mitted to their religion and its 
traditions as are the Orthodox; 
they simply choose to practise 
it in a way that synthesises an 
ancient faith with modernity. 
Rabbi Dr CHARLES H 
MIDDLEBURGH 
Director Desiffiale ■ 

Union of Liberal arid ■ 
Progressive Synagogues 
London W1 

Night flight noise 

Sin I am astonished at the 
finding of BAA’s “expert” (re- 
port, 15 September) that 
people’s sleep is Dot affected by 
night flights into Heathrow. 

I live in Heme H3L London, 
some 16 miles fromHeathrow. 
My household is almost daily 
awoken by aircraft on their way 
to Heathrow around fiam, al- 
ready Dying so low that tbe air- 
craft numbers can often be 
identified. The volume of traf- 
fic has already become a real 
public nuisance. 


Terminal 5 should not be 
built. Heathrow is a mess as it 
is; it is a horrible airport to usd:- 
If the majority of flijgil users are 
on transfers, then these could 
be accomplished at an airport 
well away from the centre of 
population in London. 
GRAHAM FEAKINS 
London SE24 • • - 

Welsh spoken here . 

Sin Judith Judd statics (“Learn- 
ing Welsh can help with your 
maths” .13 .September) that 
Wfelsh is “a language which, not 
long ago, was spoken mainly by 
poets and peasants”. 

Welsh is spoken by 80 per 
cent of the population of ihe 
old county of Gwynedd and 60 
per cent of OwydL They have 
nor learnt it overnight, so to 
which category does yonr 
correspondent believe they 
belong? 

STEVE BARBER 
Beeston. Nottinghamshire 


Greenham hijacked 

Sir Both Julian Lewis (Letters, ^ "■ 

16 September) arid the Green- r; - 

bam women seem to have v _-. : • 

missed the point of the cere- :s ••• 

irony to take down apart of the . y y:^ 

fence around Greenham Com- . - 

mon last weekend. .. 

’ Whetheryou agree with the 
-Greenham women that their T'-.-. v ■' 
protests ended the Cold TOx or ^ • 

with Mr Lewis that deployment ’ r # \... . 

ofnudear forces was the cause, ^ . ... k 

or indeed with many others that 
the real reason was the triumph 
of capitalism over Communism T- 

as an economic system, the re- v *.' ■ 

moval ofnudear weapons from . 

Greenham happened many _ " 

years 'ago and was not ~ 

relevant to the weekend’s T’ .'fT 

ceremony; '* 

Instead, what we were doing 
wiw celebrating the success of - ' • ” ' 
Newbury District 'Council in 
achieving a transfer of the 
Greenham and Crookham 
Commons into their owner- 
ship. The negotiations were car- 
ried -but ’ between the new --- . " 

tSAdifiainCbmhidh Thist, the 

<fistaet-couhcil and the Ministry pc-u-- 

bf- Defence. The Greenham I*. •• v 

women played no part in these 
negotiations and the Govern- -'-r_ 
menrwas the main cause of the 
negotiations being so prolonged. ' 

It is a sad reflection of the . . , 

desperate need for good pub- i.i: . . A . 
lidty of both the protesters 
and the Conservative Party 
that both should have tried to ; 

hijack what was realty a people’s ;. ov . 

triumph achieved through their . 

local council: T “ 

DAVID RENDEL MP , ' ' ' '' 

(Lib Dent, Newbury) V^rU-.v, ' . 

House of Commons 

London SW1 *j 


‘Independent’ views 

Sin Don’t Eke ft. Full marks to 
you for being innovative. But 
you’ve gone in entirety 
the wrong direction. Too 
magazmey. 

KEITH HUDSON 
. Bash 

Sin %nn congratulations on the 

aewkxjklndqxndem, admirable 

in form and content. May it go 
from strength to strength. 
ANNE SERRAILLIER 
Chichester, Sussex 

Sin The Independent has 
changed ...bull still have black 
hands by the time I have read it. 
JRAVENSCROFT 
London Nil 
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In which the brains of British quizmasters are even more challenged 



MILES 

KINGTON 


I seem to have started quite a 
hare running when I wondered 
out loud if anyone apart from 
me had ever noticed TV and ra- 
dio quizmasters getting things 
wrong. Readers sent me 
enough samples of mistakes 
perpetrated by the smug broth- 
erhood of quiz chairmen to fill 
a whole column yesterday and, 
blow me down, there is enough 
in the post this morning to do 

it again. 1 cannot resist the 

temptation. 

A card, first, from John 

Handford of Gosport, who says 
he once heard Henry Kelly on 
Going for Gold ask a man from 
Hamburg: “From what lan- 
guage does the expression Zeit- 
geist come?” Unfonunatcty, 
he pronounced the expression 
as “Zeeigeest" and the poor 


German was none the wiser. 

Margaret Thompson of 
Chcssington reports that 10 
years ago on Radio 4*s Brain of 
Britain she heard an embar- 
rassed female contestant being 
asked by a male quizmaster 
“Where in the human body do 
you find tbe perineum?” 

Now, even 1 knew this one. 
The perineum is that small 
blank space situated between 
the anal back area and the gen- 
ital front area. I always think of 
it as the one part of the body 
which, when you are having a 
shower, is sure to retain quan- 
tities of soapy foam after you 
thought you had rinsed it all offi 
but apparently it also comes 
into play during childbirth, 
which explained the contes- 
tant's tongue-tied dithering. 


“Sorry,” said the quizmaster, 
"but 1 must give the answer. It's 
the membrane in the abdomen 
that covers the intestines.” 

Nothing of the sort says 
Margaret Thompson - that's 
the peritoneum. 

Raymond Cook of no fixed 
abode (ie,via e-mail) insists that 
he recently heard Jeremy Fax- 
man on University Challenge as- 
cribe the authorship of “A 
Shropshire Lad” to John Bet- 
jeman. instead of the rather 
more correct AE Housman, 
and that none of the contestants 
was knowledgeable enough to 
contradict him. In a later pro- 
gramme comsstanswere adted 
lo identity a quotation about ar- 
chitecture, and when someone 
suggested John Betjeman, Pax- 
man snapped: “ He was a poet. 


not an architect!" WeQ, as Mr 
Cook suggests, if you think 
Betjeman wrote “A Shropshire 
Lad”, you probably aren't too 
aware of Betjeman’s frequent 
writings on architecture. 

Paul Barnett, from some- 
where else in e-mail country, 
says he heard a contestant on 
Brain of Britain give a perfect- 
ly correct answer and have ft 
smugly dismttsed by Robert 
Robinson as wrong. At the end 
of the programme the conti- 
nuity person announced that in 
fact the contestant’s answer 
had been right, but that it had- 
n’t affected the outcome. 

“Actually," says Paul Barnett, 
“I thought it bloody well might 
have. If I'd been that man, ray ’ 
mind would have been a-ebum - 
with confusion and/or finyfor ' - 


the rest of the session, so that 
I would forget aU sorts of things 
I would normally remember.” 

Sebastian-Robinson of Glas- 
gow has a wonderfully esoteric 
example of an error by the same 
chairman, an the same pro- 
gramme. “Robert Robinson,” 
he says, “began by announcing: 
‘The words of this popular 
so og were written by Mitchell 
Parish- Who wrote the music?' 
He then played the introductory 
verse to ‘Stardust’. None of the 
contestants having been able to 
answer, he then said, ‘Hoagy 
Cannkhaef -which, asyou vritf 
know, is wrong: Carmichael 
wrote and published tbe chorus 
of ‘Stardust* as a medium-fast 
number- in about 192$; about 
three years later MitcheH Parish 
thought it would make an ex- 


cellent slow ballad, and wrote 
not only tbe words but the mu- 
sic of the verse, as playeSTby R 
Robinson. Uu& must bedne of 
those rare occasions dben a 
quizmaster, having~grveB , 'his vie-- 
tnn«: tbe right answer,; asked 
them for the wrong OTW-” 

And finally a letter from Mr 
filter of Westdiff-on-Sea, who 
was actually a victim of error 
hims elf, on Tclevision Brain of 
Britain, a precursor Master- 
mind m the late Sixties. 

“The question (pul not to 
me but to another contestant 
called- Marshbanks) was': 
‘Which Is the lightest planet?' 
It will be apparem-toyou, as it 
was to Mr Marshbanks and my- 
self, that this is sligfitty am- 
biguous. Should we understand 
‘lightest’ literally (ie, 'least mas- 


swe*) in which case the ansmar 
is Mercury, or loosety (‘■teiasfc 
dense’) ini which caseitfeSj^ 
urn? Marshbanks played sage 
and asked: ’Dayou realty mean 
ligJtoestY Hewas told yes’, and 
said conreetty^ ‘Mercury’ antiyou 
can guess th e rest. Marshbanks 
would have Jet it go but I 
protested and demanded that 
he be given the point.” 

Mr Walter himself was lat- 
er asked to form the letter H 
in semaphore which he did 
correctly, only to be told it was 
wrong. Walter insisted he was 
right. The voice of the produc- 
er was heard backstage: “He’s 
right, you know!" The error was 
not. broadcast, and the pro- 
gramme was dropped after one 
series. I was uot, says Mr Whl- 
ter, altogether surprised. 
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Why my blow for women 
was bad for the poor 



POLLY 

TOYNBEE 

ON TAX AND 
MARRIAGE 


If you really want to think the unthinkable, 
then sometimes you have to admit you were 
wrong. I admit it. When I campaigned for 
separate taxation for women, I was wrong. 
(But more of that later on). 

Gordon Brown is looking for a big idea. 
In search of one, he put Martin Thyior of 
Barclays Bank in charge of a tax and bene- 
fit task force. Its ambitious remit is to stream- 
line the system,' to increase work incentives, 
reduce poverty and strengthen community 
and family life. The dream is to find a way 
of integrating tax and benefits, creating a 
smooth transition from one to the other, 
ironing out work disincentives and socml stig- 
ma as it goes. 

It is, however, a fiendish conundrum, a 
Hofy Grail (or maybe fool’s gold) that has 
eluded many sharp Tbiy brains who had al- 
most precisely foe same intentions. There 
they go again, rediscovering the same old 
see-saw, every bright idea balanced by an 
equally heavy downside. 

In his budget speech the Chancellor 
seized hold of an American scheme called 
Earned Income Ihx Credits. He ordered die 
task force to consider it and be has been pa- 
ging it ever since. Now many fear that he 
may push it through because it sounds good, 
despite its many drawbacks. 

The idea is to build work incentives into 
the income tax system. Currently Family 
Credit is the work-incentive benefit: it tops 
up low pay, ensuring it’s always worthwhile 
to work, even in a low-paid job. Brown’s idea 
is to transfer that into the tax system, call- 
ing it a ‘Has credit” to make it more socially 
acceptable to claim. 


band’s pay packet, and no longer be paid to 
the wife. Yet the research suggests that more 
money is spent on children when paid to the 
mother, not the father. - 

Tkc credit is an idea whose time has come 
- and gone - in the space of a few short 
months. But the Tfcyior co mmi tt e e vriQ still 
need a big idea, because Gordon Brown 
needs a big idea. Here, then, is a big one, but 

it really does mean thinking thft 

It means thinlrfug again about women and 
men in the tax and benefits system. 

Hist, I twlJ admit that I andh large nnzH- 


taxaiiom for husbands and wives were wrong. 
Introduced in 1990, t h i s feminist move 
gave married women separate taxation and 
a separate tax allowance for the 5m time. 
But it boosted foe earnings of better-off 
couples and widened foe gap between two- 
eamer families and the rest. Now it is time 
to think again. 

A growing number of expert s , fnrtnrffng 
scone Brown advisers, are saying that tax- 
ing couples independently was a seriously 
retrograde step. It gave well-off, duaL- 
earner couples £1,000 extra, costing the state 
some £2bn a year. And yet, though many 
wives work, theycontiime to be regarded as 
“dependants” in the old-fashioned way — 
which entities husbands to the Mamed 
Couples Allowance of another £250 a year: 
that costs foe nation another £2L5bu. 

Women campaigned for. separate taxa- 
tion not out of greed, but as a protest at the 
indignity of the previous system. The hus- 
band filled out foe family fa* form in his own 
name, demanding to know every penny his 
wife earned or saved, without foe wife nec- 
essarily having access to foe same inform- 
ation about her husband’s money. But if 
couples were jointly taxed again they should 
sign foe form jointly, with transparency on 
both sides. After aQ, poor couples on social 
security have never had independent rights 
They are assessed jointly - though this new 
deal should include allowing women to draw 
their own benefits and their children’s sep- 
arately, instead of their husband collecting 
foelot 

Joint taxation (for those who cohabit, as 
well as for the married) would mean that for 
the first time it would become worth taxing 
Child Benefit. If you tried it now, it would 
hit too small a number of high-earning 
mothers to be worth iL 

So if you took all foe money collected 
from foese three measures— joint taxation, 
abolishing foe Mamed Couples Allowance 


But, amid growing alarm at Brown’s en- 
thusiasm, the notion- is getting an e^ftphfitic^^/' -hhd taringCMd Betu^t -^oubouM double 
foumbs-downfiomaflfoee^rts.Il i ivould ; Benefit Iha^ 
bring a huge administrative upheaval for very ' leasing Child Benefit^ as too much is wast- 


littie good effect there is little evidence of 
social stigma against claiming Runfly Credit, 
since its take-up is now more than 80 per 
cent 

TUming the benefit intoa tax credit would 
have deep drawbacks. Instead of foe bene- 
fit being paid out in foe usual way, employers 
would have to operate the scheme, hugely 
adding to foe complexity of PAYE, Em- 
ployees wanting to claim would have to give 
to their bosses details of then lives, partners, 
children and savings-hardty a popular move. 
Employers would have to assess the inform- 
ation, pass it on. and then hand over the extra 
cash, instead of just collecting the tax in the 
usual way - tough on their time and their 
cash flow. 

It would risk making employers keenly 
aware of how to take unfair advantage of 
Family Credit, by paying low wages and hir- 
ing only staff who qualified for foe benefit. 
At foe moment, employers are largely ig- 
norant of it, because it does not pass 
through their hands. Worst of all, Runfly 
Credit would be transferred into foe bus- 


ed era vrtroen like me, who don’t need iL But 
that objection fails, once you can tax it ef- 
fectively. Then Child Benefit becomes the 
best way to get parents off social security and 
into work, as it creates no poverty trap. It: 
also gives women everywhere more money 
mthenhandstofcedtiiOTchikhenmacrias. 

This would be a redistributive act, tak- 
ing from well-off couples and giving to poor- 
er families with children, mainly taking fro m 
men and giving to women. But it would be 
a great deal more popular than using the in- 
come tax system. Those men who lost out 
would no doubt feel hard done by. But their 
complaints would be drowned out by all foe 
delighted mothers who would get twice as 
much Quid Benefit in their hands each week. 

Would there be a great feminist outcry 
at returning to joint taxation? I think not, 
if that were the quid pro quo. Child Bene- 
fit is immensely popular, even with men. Now 
there is a big idea that hits evezy single one 
of the Thyior task force’s targets. Fbiget 
fiddling about with tax credits, and go for 
doubling Child Benefit 



James Naugheie, head in hands, and John Humphry* on the ‘Today* programme 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


Birt’s brutalism will bastardise our 
broadcasting culture for ever 



JOHN TUSA 
ON TURMOIL 
AT THE BBC 


It was an audibly distressed se- 
nior BBC editor on foe phone. 
“Have you heard about the 
.changes?” he asked. 1 said I 
had. Could he come and talk 
things over? Of course, but 
why? *Tt destroys everything in 
broadcasting that I bqfieve lit ■ 
It is appalling-” He rsnot alone 
’• m feefing as he does. Soundsof 
distress and anger have been 
erupting from the belly of the 
BBC whale in the past 48 hoars. 
By aH accounts, the roasting 
handed oat by Tbday staff to foe 
authors of the plan - Richard 
Clemmow and Stephen 
Mitchell -was blistering. 

This is not run-of-the-nuD 
journalist whingeing. The anx- 
ieties are professional and per- 
sonal They are about the entire 
tone and structure of foe BBC, 
about foe way it sees, reports 
and presents the world, and 
about the nature of the mate- 
rial it offers to viewers and lis- 
teners. They are not selfish 
anxieties about jobs and careens 
though most of the fbnnerwill 
change, many of foe latter will 
disappear. They reflect deep 
concern about foe service the 
BBC win provide under the new 


But whatever the rows in- 
ternal and external, no one 
should have any illusions. The 
Birt Han will not be derailed, 
overruled, or modified. The 
Government win not intervene; 
the Governors will not lift a fin- 
ger or utter a word of reproof 
or concern. The authoritarian 
chairman, Christopher Bland, 
will bark at them in his usual 
manner and they will lie down 
as they always have done. 

Staff, however despondent or 
outraged, wfll not resign, or only 
In very small numbers. It is a 
cold, competitive world outside 
the BBC and the prospect of 
being jobless and penniless 
within 14 days concentrates 
the mind and subdues the hero- 
ics wonderfully. But it is still 
worthwhile - indeed essential 
- setting out. what foe conse- 
quences of foe upheaval will be 
for listeners andviewers. They 
are not smaflifoeyare serious; 
they wiU be long lasting. 

Fust, a word about Birfstac-' 
tics. They are those of foe 
management shock troop. The 
comparisons with his 7 June 
putsch agamsttbe BBC World 
Service in 1996 are instructive. 
Now, as then, there was no pri- 
or consultation; he knew the re- 
sistance would be too big, the 
objections too weighty to per- 
mit them to be aired. Now, the. 
timetable for implementation is 
even tighter than it was with last 
year’s dismantling of au- 
tonomous BBC World Service 
programme making. For foe 
biggest shake-up in BBC news 
broadcasting, the timetable for 
implementation is just two 
weeks. Tb call it dictatorial is 
wholly inadequate. 

In 1996, neither foe Deputy 
Director General. Bob Phillis, 
nor the Managing Director of 
the World Service, Sam 
Ybunger, were told of foe 


changes affecting foe World 
Service until 48 hours before 
they were announced. Bob 
P hillis has now belatedly part- 
ed company with Birt: but did 
he know of foe changes before 
he left, or was he again left “out 
of foe loop"? 

The tragedy is that a once 
great organisation - one of foe 
finest creations of the liberal 
mind, one dedicated to an open 
and humane dialogue with its 
listeners and viewers, one that 
could only carry out such a di- 
alogue because it conducted it 
internally first -has been sub- 
jected to such brutalising so- 
called “managerialism”. 

For as long as anybody can 
remember, BBC networks were 
characterised by individual pro- 
grammes. The prospect of run- 
ning one such - whether 
Tonight, Newsriight* The World 
at One, Today or Panorama - 
wasthe aipreme challenge into 
which a generation or more of 
Britain’s best broadcast jour- 
nalists threw themselves. Each 
of these programmes, and 
many more, became great be- 
cause it was distinctive, inde- 
pendent, unorthodox and 
frequently unpopular with foe 
BBC hierarchy. As one of those 
who started Newmight in 1980, 
I can confidently state that it 
was foe vision of its original ed- 
itors that created foe pro- 
gramme that is now a pillar of 
the schednies. It would no t 
have been able to develop as it 
did had it been part of some ho- 
mogenised view of what BBC 
current affairs was. It succeed- 
ed because it threw over those 
existing conventions. 

Bin’s response is that a spe- 
cial executive editor can effec- 
tively be responsible for 
“programme distinctiveness", as 
if that were a definable, mar- 
ketable and deliverable com - 


Sweet pictures of puppies and cats - it must be the lovable Unionists 


JOHN 

WALSH 



A magazine lands on my desk 
with a soggy thud and a picture 
of a fat, snoozing baby, swad- 
dled in terry-towelling, oh the 
front “Let’s Keep the Peace 
Their Tomorrow”, suggests a 
headline. Flicking through it, 
you're pulled up again and 
again by the lovely lovely pho- 
tographs and their encouraging 
captions. 

Here, for example, under a 
sweet photo of a small grey cat 
biting foe nose of a perfectly 
adorable little golden retriev- 
er puppy, it says “Reconciliation 
is possible". A snap of a young 

family walking along a beach to- 
gether is captioned, “Ws must 
move forward together” , and 
you mutter to yourself, Minin, 

that is so true. Under a... Bui 

I’m afraid I realty can’t stand 
any more of this emetic senti- 
mentalism, this glutinous gaff 
What is this magazine? fbtifists 
Monthly? The Watchtower ? 

S<^ttairtfiomanunusaltywet 
order of elderly contemplative 
nuns keen on the propagation 
of world peace? 

No it isn't. This, dear read- 
er, is The Unionist, “foe mag* 
zinc of the Unionist 
I nfo rmation Office", its pages 
fill! of gung-ho pieces from 
David Trimble and various lob- 
byists about foe peace settle- 


ment, couched in foe same 
emollient language (“Many 
people sense this opportunity. 
They sense that we can move 
forward positively going 
on about the importance of 
playing a full part in the peace 
talks. 

Can these be foe same 
- Unionists who have hovered so 
nwraKeingf y on the threshold of 
foe peace talks for so many 
weeks now? But then, you sur- 
mise, maybe this magazine is 
differenL Maybe it represents 
a d i ffere n t, a nicer, a morecOu- 
dliatotyfeoe of Unionism. Now 
then, who runs it? Why, one 
David Burnside. Not, surety, the 
flint-eyed PR man formerly 
with foe Institute of Directors 
and latterly with British Air- 
ways, at foe time of the con- 
troversial campaign against 
Virgin Airlines? WeB, welL 
And what, I wonder, are the 
“dreams” be “dares to dream" 
about, say, Martin McGuin- 
ness? Or would they be rather 
hard to photograph? 

It was a red-letter day for 
onanists everywhere. In bed- 
rooms across the continent of 
jBuiope, chronic self-abusers of 

_1 VaiA AOfBfl ttwnvw 


selves a Wg hand The J Arthur 

Rank Society (motto: “We do 


give a toss”) organised a cele- 
bratory dinner. Crowds of 
partially-sighted auto-erotic 
bachetois joyfully descended on 
WH Smith and John Menzies, 
guiltlessly stripping the shelves 
of Hustler and Cap This, Big Boy 
magazines- Could it be true? 
After all the years of shame and 
deceit and. er, underhand 
oka lings, foe unbelievable had 
indeed happened. The Pope 
had gone »nd decriminalised 
masturbation. 

La Stampa said he bad “par- 
doned" it, the Corrnre ddla Sera 
said he’d “almost absolved” it 
-almost, in fact, coming round 
to foe Woody Allen view of foe 
enterprise: “Don't knock mas- 
turbation," he used to say. “It’s 
having sex with someone you 
realty faye.” • 

What they were going on is 
a sew form of words in the re- 
vised Catechism - the massive 
new rule-book which tells 
young Papists what they're sup- 
posed to believe. Those more 
densely mired in foe swamp of 
Catholic doctrine than I am any 
more, tell me that all this is a 
misunderstanding of the papal 
corrigendum and that, in fact, 
D Papa has become more, 
raiher than less, disapproving 
of foe solitary act. But foe very 
mention of the subject pitches: 


me back down a ladder of 
years to foe time when we 
were devout and pious and be- 
lieved in the total package of sin 
and conscience and obedience 
and foe lurking chasm of helL 
Being a young Catholic meant, 
as Kate Saunders has so elo- 
quently put it. you were always 
one shag away from eternal 
perdition. If the chances of 
having sex with someone else 
were a little remote, as they 
tend to be in hothouse Catholic 
communities, they still got yon: 
masturbation was deemed a 
mortal sin, just tike murder and 
Invading a Neutral Country. 
How, in those days, we would 
have welcomed a tittle papal 
confusion. 

I went down to Brook Street, 
Mayfair, on Sunday to see foe 
unveiling of a blue plaque in ho- 
nour of Jinn Hendrix, foe great 
guitarist who died of a vomit- 
related condition 30 years ago. 
The azure platter outride No 23 
was uncurtained by Ftete Town- 
shend of The Who, Jam’s old 
bassist Noel Redding made a 
speech and crowds of photog- 
raphers snapped away at lots of 
people in purple-haze velvet, 
crimson cravats and fuchsia 
bell-bottoms. And then a ru- 
mour ran around the crowd that 


Jimi Hendrix's father and sis- 
ter had flown over from Seat- 
tle and were on the pavement 
across the road. 

Consternation. The crowd 
surged over to where AJ Hen- 
drix stood, in white Jimi Hen- 
drix T-shirt and green Jimi 
Hendrix cap alongside Jani, a 
very cahn-looking piece of work 
with raven hair. The crowd 
proffered pieces of paper for 
autographs, clutched their el- 
bows and told them what Turn's 
music had meant to them. Un- 
able to express their love for the 
main figure, they focused their 
love on foe next of kin. It was 
all so Prince Harry and Prince 
William. Later, aa assembly of 
rock journalists compared 
notes: how Jani isn'ta aster, or 
even half-sister, only Al's 
adopted daughter; how her 
fondness for merchandising 
Jimi products (even golfing 
wear, though foe great man was 
a stranger to the putting green) 
has alienated friends and fans 
aKke; hew they hadn’t originally 
been invited to foe opening, or 
had been, but originally said no 
... There it was- after foe pub- 
tic mourning and foe expres- 
sions of tympathy to the 
bereaved there came foe Fam- 
ily Row. Jimi Hendrix - rock 
music’s royalty. 


modity. Such an assumption il- 
lustrates foe depth of foe chasm 
of incomprehension that un- 
derlies these proposals. 

From now on, producers and 
broadcasters will not fight to foe 
death to be first “for their pro- 
gramme'’. They wiU be told who 
comes first They will need to 
get permission to be original. 
Listeners and viewers will lose 
variety, inspiration, and dif- 
ference. The differences be- 
tween radio and television news 
will wither. Television news 
stories will increasingly consist 
of- as they do now - foe radio 
story with pictures; radio jour- 
nalism will be reduced to the tv 
story in sound only. Both rep- 
resent a bastard diminution of 
two great and- once distinct 
communication cultures. 

The days of internal compe- 
tition between BBC pro- 
grammes - once a critical 
ingredient in the BBC’s success 
- will be gone. The Birtites in- 
sist on foe internal market for 
resources; but at the same time 
they are killmg the internal mar- 
ket in competition for ideas and 
excellence. But that is no acci- 
dent. Ideas cost money, you 
have to pay foe people who 
have them. Ideas cannot be ti- 
died into neat business plans. 
Birt’s answer is to destroy foe 
structures that created ideas - 
foe programmes and foe jour- 
nalists behind them. 

Much of this is happening al- 
ready. A very senior TV jour- 


nalist who recently resigned 
from the BBC told me that be 
did so in despair at foe fact that 
whereas he had once been an ac- 
tive creative journalist, all his ed- 
itors wanted now was for him to 
sit in his expensive foreign bu- 
reau and comment on what foe 
news agencies wrote. The result 
is inevitable and wholly pre- 
dictable; BBC journalism wfll be 
turned from a craft, an essential 
part of a nation's dialogue, into 
a marketable commodity. 

But there is a further aspect 
to foe transformation. If the 
whole historic concept of foe 
“programme" as the core of 
BBC broadcasting has gone, its 
replacement will be the network 
- the unified, homogenised de- 
livery of a single commodity, 
whether sport, or films or news. 
The BBC’s contribution to 
world broadcasting was foe 
idea and foe execution of foe 
individual “programme”. That 
is now being thrown away. 

No one should be surprised. 
A year ago, some of us warned 
that foe Birt putsch would de- 
stroy World Service journalism. 
Despite protestations to foe 
contrary, the Birtites have 
dosed foe repository of World 
Service excellence - the news 
reference library, and now give 
priority in breaking news sto- 
ries to every outlet, including 
Radio Five Live, over World 
Service news. These people 
mean what they say. And what 
they say is awful 



FORCED TO 
SUFFER IN A 
CAGED HELL 


This poor, suffering creature 
Is one of twelve neglected 
horses recently discovered 
in Cheshire. Its coal infested 
with lice and its ribs dearly 
visible, foe horse was left to 
starve in this small cage. 
Many of the others were in 
far worse condition - one 
sadly died on the day we 
were called. 

ILPH field officer Paul 
Teasdale, despite thirty years 
experience with homes, was 
shocked by what he saw. 


He immediately evacuated 
foe horses to foe nearest 
ILPH rehabilitation centre, 

where our staff are now 
working to save them. 

Cruelty to horses is stiD too 
common in Britain. As a 
charity, we need your 
support to help end foe 
suffering. 

Please help us to mnrtnn* 
our work by returning the 
coupon today with a 
donation. Thank you. 


I WANT TO HELP STOP CRUELTY TO HORSES 


! I enclose a donation of 

D 


1 would like more information about your 
work and how 1 can become a supporter. 


tti support your work. 

(payable to TlfW please) 


Name 

|j Address 


Post.Coje .. 

INTERNATIONAL HAGUE FOR Anne CoMn House, 

^5? THE PROTECTION OF HORSES Norfolk 

NH162LR. 
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Koi Nagata 


Gunji (Koi) Nagata, Japanese 
poet, artist and essayist: 
bom Kakogawa City, Hyogo 
Prefecture, Japan 1900; 
died Neyagawa, Osaka, 

Japan 25 August 1997. 


At the agu of 95, the celebrat- 
ed haiku poet Koi Nagata lost 
his house in the earthquake that 
devastated Kobe. But he did not 
lose his life. “Just two minutes 
before the quake struck at 5 .44, 
l had gone to the loSeL a sol- 
id. brick-built refuge that pre- 
served me. like a miracle, when 
the house collapsed. 

“1 tried to attract attention 
by bunging the washbasin with 
a yuzamashi (a copper lea- 
ceremony utensil). It was quite 
fun. banging away like that 
-kankara kanl kankora kanl It 
sounded like a Buddhist chant 
- Maminyohorcngcktyo - and I 
was rescued by a delivery boy 
from the sake shop next door." 

The number of people writ- 
ing haiku in Japan was said to 
be' 10 million. But those num- 
hers are now decreasing rapid- 
ly: haiku writers are growing old 
and dying, and the young now 
are for the most part more in- 
terested in material things than 
in the evanescent and difficult 
art of haiku. So Nagata's pass- 
ing is being regarded as being 
symbolic of the rapid decline in 


the “haiku boom" of the last 
few decades. There are still 
some ancient haqut, some of 
them over a hundred years 
old, but they are do longer prac- 
tising. Koi Nagata was the 
oldest poet in activity. 

He started writing haiku at 
the age of 17. but. SO years lat- 
er, he said he was still learning; 
M 1 never tired of composing 
haiku, and my work is still not 
finished. I always feel I have fur- 
ther to go, taking the middle 
path in life, which allows me to 
go on burning myself out with 
poetic energy.” 

Nagata had lifelong em- 
ployment at Mitsubishi's Ihka- 
sago Paper Factory. Before the 
Second World 'R&r, he had be- 
longed to the same haiku group 
as Hakyo Xshida, known for its 
poetic research into humani- 
tarian themes. After the war, he 
joined for a while the Tfenro 
(Sirius) group around the in- 
fluential poet and critic Seishi 
Yamaguchi 

But in 1949 he started his 
own group, with the magazine 
Rila-za (“Lyra”). Founding his 
practice on zen thought, be 
wrestled with the themes of 
space, religion, philosophy, and 
established his own unique 
haiku style, distinguished by its 
sense of life's all-pervading 
loneliness, and the desolation 
of man’s fatal decay. His 


favourite Western poet was 
W_B. Yeats, whose short poem 
“After Long Silence" gave him 
his motto: “Bodily decrepitude 
is wisdom . . ." 

He learned from the great 
medieval noh dramatist Zeami 
to appreciate the beauty of 
decay. Zeami said: “What is 
interesting is that the flower be- 
comes withered.” Nagata said: 
“That sort of beauty in decline 
is more interesting to me, be- 
cause there is energy in that de- 
cline. I always have a longing 
to witness the death of the flow- 
ers and plants before my very 
eyes. Most people try to see 
flowers blooming in their 
prime, but I desire to see them 
at their end." 

So bis veiy personal and 
sometimes obscure style, like no 
other, is linked to the imagery 
of decrepitude, loneliness, the 
frailty of natural things. Hjs aim 
was to transcend despair by cre- 
ating vhal haiku whose energies 
sprang from the depths of the 
poet's solitude. 

After the earthquake, he 
criticised the general lowering 
of haiku standards: “Most peo- 
ple are content with learning 
technique, but they are like chil- 
dren splashing around in shal- 
low water. It makes me sad that 
in general haiku people are so 
superficial, without zen, with- 
out philosophical backbone” - 


aview shared by our own great 
haiku scholar RJrL Blyth, but 
not by most of the British haiku 

establishment. 

Nagata detested the power 
struggles that go on in the 
ranks of haiku groups, and al- 
ways rtkaosnciareH bimsplf frnm 

such intrigues. “Power, fame, 

riches, a comfortable Hfe are all 

far removed from the true way 
of haiku. I admire Basho’s 
haiku because he upholds the 
principles of detachment from 
human desires, and respect for 
the life of the -spirit." 

After the Kobe earthquake, 
Nagata wrote a collection about 
that experience, Jijin, which 
indudes this typical “haiku of 
the beauty of decay": . 

The withered grasses ~ 
without a house (0 live in, 
my life bums hotter. 

He added: “I have come to 
understand loneliness from the 
bottom of my heart.” And: 
“When you really become fa- 
miliar with loneliness, it be- 
comes its opposite, and is filled 
with gaiety.” He quoted the last 
lines from Yeats’s great poem 
“From Oedipus at Colonus”: 

Never to have lived is best, ancient 
writers say; 

Never to have diawn the breath of 
fife, never to have looked into the qie. 
of the dap 

The second best's a gay goodnight 
and quiddy turn away. 



- James Kirkup Nagata: at 97 die oldest active haiku poet. ‘My work is still not finished,* he said. *1 always feel 1 have further to go’ 
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John Garnett 
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William John Poulton 
Maxwell Garnett, industrial 
campaigner: bom London 5 
August 1921; Director, 
Industrial Society 1962-86; 
CBE 1970; married 1943 
Barbara Rutherfbrd-Smlth 
(three sons, one daughter; 
marriage dissolved 1985), 
1986 Julia Cleverdon (two 
daughters); died Paros, 
Greece 14 August 1997. 


John Garnett changed the way 
a whole generation thought 
about work. His experiences in 
the Royal Navy during the 
Second World War and later 
working as a clerk and then per- 
sonnel manager at ICI (1947- 
l»2) convinced him that the 
challenge at work was not to 
protect people from exploita- 
tion but to give them the op- 
portunity to make use of their 
talents. People long to give 
hut so often organisations make 
no use of their gifts. 

Taking over as director of a 
largely moribund Industrial 
Welfare Association in 1962, 
Garnett changed its name to 


the Industrial Society and made 
it the leading influence in 
Britain in man management 
through courses, conferences, 
but above all through his 
speeches. 

He was an inspiring speak- 
er with his shock of white hair, 
his illegible notes clutched in his 
hand, pouring energy into his 
audience. Each point was ham- 
mered home with stories and 
examples. He claimed his tech- 
nique was learnt keeping old 
ladies awake at League of 
Nations rallies. 

In. hundreds of speeches 
over 30 years, John Garnett 
spoke to thousands of managers 
and supervisors in all sorts of 
organisations and sent them 
away armed with their own 
personal action points, deter- 
mined to change the way they 
managed and put some of that 
inspiration into their work- 
place. His three principal mes- 
sages were the importance of 
effective first-line leadership; 
the simple skill of team brief- 
ing to galvanise the whole or- 
ganisation; and the need for 
vision to inspire people atworic 


His book The Work Chal- 
lenge, first published in 1973, set 
out what needed to be done by 
leaders to help people put 
more into and get more out of 
their work at a time of chang- 
ing technology and changing at- 
titudes to life. He was proudest, 
however, of the plastic card of 
10 points for leadership action. 

William John Poulton 
Maxwell Garnett, to give him 
his full name, carried forward 
the missionary work as well as 
the names of his father and 
grandfathers. His grandfather 
William Garnett had worked 
with Sidney and Beatrice Webb 
to achieve extraordinary success 
in bringing educational order to 
London. His father. Maxwell 
Garnett, moved from being 
Principal of Manchester’s Col- 
lege of Technology to the 
League of Nations Union, 
establishing branches and 
undergraduate groups through- 
out the country. 

William Garnett also built a 
holiday home at Horestone 
Point, Seagrcrve Bay, near Seav- 
iew cm the Me of Wight Sir Ed- 
ward Poulton, the Oxford 


zoologist, had a family home 
two miles south, at St Helens. 
John Garnett’s parents, Max- 
well Garnett and Margaret 
Poulton, met, he said, playing 
beach hockey on the sand erf 
Priory Bay between their par- 
ents’ homes. After marriage 
they bought part of a field 
above the bay to build their own 
home. John Garnett later gave 
coastal land including Hore- 
stoocRjinttotbeNationanhjsL 
The Great War culled John 
Garnett’s undes including the 
England rugby captain Ronald 
Foulton-Pahher, the oarsman 
Kenneth Garnett, and Stuart 
Garnett, who founded the sea 
scouts. His uncles were the 
hounds at his heels for much of 
his life, and responsible for the 
tremendous drive to achieve 
and change the world. When 
asked to volunteer for secret 
work in the Second World War. 
he knew he could not face his 
mother if he refused. He served 
first as lieutenant in an amaz- 
ing nautical undercover taxi ser- 
vice, caking spies and supplies 
between Cornwall and occupied 
France. 


Garnett loved tjae sea. sail- 
ing and die Trie of Wight, al- 
though in later years he also 
took holidays in the Greek is- 
lands where he died. The fam- 
ily gatherings and holidays on 
the Isle of Wight are known for- 
their size. Beach hockey at low 
tide with 20 each side might be 
followed by 50 in St Helens 
Church. The annual walk to 


Whitecliff Bay. was distin- 
guished by John Garnett telling 
successive generations the sto- 
ries of Captain Scott’s Last 
Expedition and of the shortlife 
of the Titanic. 

At his retirement party, or- 
ganised by his second wife, Ju- 
lia Qeverckra, now Director of 
Business in the Community, 
thousands from industry and 

y 



commerce came to the Albert . Garnett led by example, 
Hall in teams of 10. Each team" ■ waiting the job, listening and 
involved managers with trade speaking to, people at all levels 
unionists and young people for ' in th^ organisation with the 
adayofinvolvemmxtwg|icom- ' .same jmssion and care that he 
party chairmen and trade pnion poured out in fas speeches. At 
leaders whose careers hjtd Lambeth Health Authority, ap- 
grown alongside John Girhett ' palled 1 jy the litter in the cor- 
On leaving the Industrjal So^ r - riders, he set himself the task 
tie ty m 1986, Garnett senijed asj of picking up 10 pieces of lit- 
. Chairman of 'West Lambeth - ter on his way in and Jp on 
Health Authority (198$-9q£ his way out. His greatest' joy 
fighting the waves of despon- .' was seeing a consultant do 

Henry in a changing Hfg^Scr- ’ likewise. . ^ ( 

| ‘.vice and'piiltfpg St Thomas*" Fpr fas7$tii‘ birthday last 
osure. 

He never really retned, be- 


,r. . 





- lieving that you should run the 
last lap fastest of alL He poured 
his energy into his yomiger 


HMS Pinafore in a Greek am- 
phitheatre he had built, like his 
beloved Stone House in the Me 
of Wight, by hand alone. 


daughters’ ’’ school; 'parent , ■' .' John Garnett’s strength 
association, the New River, came from a real love of peo- 


Walk in; Islington, and St 
James's, fes local cfami,_bulld- 
inga new church hall and shel- 
tered accommodation for 
single-parent families. He'had 
earlier been Deputy Chairman 
of the United Nations Assori- 


ple. and the joys of setting 
them alight and his l^dtef di 
Christ's call to serve God and 
his fellow man. His sense of hu- 
mour— and a strong sense of 
his own failings - kept Him ap- 
proachable and fun, a very 


ation, 1954-56, and chaired . practical idealist. 

1 .i /-t. /-> : i - '• " 


Garnett: the Vork challenge’ 


Photograph: Chris Parker 


the Churches Council on 
Gambling, from 1965 to 1971. 


- Rupert Middleton 
and Peter Bottomley 



Robson Lowe 


Lowe; propagandist for postal history 


Robson Lowe, stamp 
collector and dealer: born 
7 January 1905; married 
(two d a ughters); <fled 
19 August 1997. 


Robson Lowe was the towering 
giant in the worid of stamp col- 
lecting or philately. A stamp 
dealer, auctioneer, writer, 
editor, publisher and organis- 
er, he has left an enormous 
amount of literature on all 
aspects of philately. 

“Robbie”, according to his 
awn story, started stamp deal- 
ing as a schoolboy when be was 
15 years old, in 1920. He was 
determined to establish a career 
in stamp dealing and first ap- 
plied for a job with the London 
stamp dealers Fox & Co, in 
South Kensington, but was not 
accepted due to his outspoken 


comment that he was only 
working to learn bow to become 
successful himself. Funded by 
his parents, he started a busi- 
ness which grew until its name 
became renowned world-wide. 
Initially it was called the Regent 
Stamp Co, with a subsidiary, 
Robson Lowe Ltd (1926), 
which became arguably the 
leading stamp auction bouse in 
the UK and was taken over by 
Christie’s in 1980. 

His auction house became 
famous and be handled many 
of the great collections, pri- 
marily through personal con- 
tacts established through his 
standing as a philatelist. Col- 
lectors of today owe much to 
Him through his marketing the 
archives of the stamp printing 
companies of De La Rue, 
Bradbury Wilkinsons, and 
Witerlows, and selling these 


publicly and privately, spread- 
ing the sales over a period so 
that the market could absorb 
- this tremendous original art- 
work, proofs and essays of the 
stamps of so many countries. 

From a humble beginning, 
Robson Lowe became one of 
the great entrepreneurs. By 
1934 he was successful enough 
to launch his own magazine, the 
Raconteur, which became the 
Philatelist in 1937 and is still 
published today. Promotion of 
the bobby, and hence himself, 
through the written word was 
his particular strength- 

By 1948 be had published his 
first major book, Handstmck 
Postage Stamps of the Empire 
1680-1900, which introduced 
the field of postal history - the 
study of routes, rales and postal 
markings of the mail - to the 
philatelic world as a serious col- 


lecting field. Between 1948 and 
1990, this was followed by his 
six volumes o 1 Encyclopaedia of 
British Empire Postage Stamps, 
which became the authoritative 
points of reference for the 
stamps and postal history of 
Great Britain and the Empire. 

Such books not only were 
learned, they were also propa- 
gandist in their promotion of 
postal history, an aspect of col- 
lecting which be established as 
a most important part of phi- 
lately. His belief in the subject 
led him to introduce the first 
Postal History auction sales: 
they have now been copied by 
hundreds of auction houses 
across the world. 

In the 1970s he gained yet 
another lan dmark m the de- 
velopment of postal history by 
persuading the Corsioi family 
to sell their letter archive. This 


material was the first major 
source of early postal history 
and did cause problems as the 
letters, and the associated pri- 
vate postal markings, woe writ- 
ten in antique Italian. Not to be 
defeated, Lowe taught him- 
self die language, and translated 
many of the historical letters. 
Indeed, he became so proficient 
that he lectured learned 
societies on the subject in Italy. 

Whilst .an extremely suc- 
cessful businessman, be also 
contributed much in the pro- 
motion of the hobby, and as- 
sistance to others not so 
fortunate. Unable for health 
reasons to serve in the Second 
World Wax, he created in 
Bournemouth the 1940 Stamp 
Exhibition to celebrate the cenf 
tenaxy of the Penny Black, the . 
world’s first postage • stamp. 
Linked to this, he organised 


many events, including an auc- 
tion, to support the Red Cross 
in its war efforts. His talent for 
organising stamp exhibitions led 
to his being the Organising 
Secretary of the 1960 London 
International Exhibition on the 
South Bank and the early 
British Philatelic Exhibitions at 
the Seymour Hall. 

Lowe received many phi- 
latelic honours. He was the first 
“stamp professional” who was 
invited to become an Hon- 
orary Member of the Royal Phi- 
latelic Society, London. In 
recognition of his contribu- 
tions to newer aspects of phi- 
latelic collecting he was made 
Honorary President of the 
Cinderella Stamp dub in 1983, 
and of the Revenue Society of 
Great Britain on its formation 
in 1989. .- 

— Fronds. Kkkfle 


BIRTHS 

GREY: On 13 September in Oslo, to 
BctiW nee Suskkr land Charles, a son 
William Okr. a brother for Jim and 
led. 

MARRIAGES 

DEAN ■ FARRIMONXh Cherie and 
Michael were married yesterday in 
Halifax. They will Ihem Sowc r bv 
Rridpc wuh Nathaniel ami Belarus ai 
Lcwtkwe Cottage. Blimey. 

DEATHS 

NORMS; James Thraas (Tom), on 12 
September 1W7 in a trape wiinminx 
jinrtnU. aped 3"7. win ol Ntraum and 
Anne, brother io Anne-Marie, John 
and Alice, beloved husband of Hei- 
di and lining father Ip Elizabeth. Fu- 
neral vn-kc at Si Michael and AD 
Aneeh. Bbckbeath Part London 
SEA, on Monday 22 September a( 12 
wan; followed by vnmmtlal at Si Pt- 
let ad Vincula. CnggeshalL Essex, on 
Tuesday 23 September at 12 noon. 
Family' flowers only: dOMtknu if 
desired to the Artists’ General 
Benevolent Insdtutinx. Burling! cm 
House. Piixadillj. London 4'IV 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


OpJ.w to own preferred darfy. The 
ainuywuhioexpresstheiraptneo- 
Otiofi to all Tool’s friends. 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

IkiiXCHrAitK^T^TtanlngivTngfiTr 
the life of Richard Hugh Roger Ch- 

encvxtltench will be held arSm on 
Saturday II October at the cfaurchof 
St Lawrence Jemy, ChdldhaB. Lon- 
don Ed Enquiries to J. Tbench 
10171-359 6093) or P. Tfeneb {0171- 
2SI 4622). 

Annoas cements for BUffHS, MAR- 
RIAGES & DEATHS should be sb* hi 
writing u> the Gaaette Edtoq The In- 
dependent. 1 Cauda Sque, Caavr 
WharL London E14 SDL, telephoned to 
0171-293 2011 or foxed to!) I71-2S3 2010. 
Charges are £6-50 a Une (VAX extra). 


{ Birthdays 

| LordAckner, a former Lord ofAp- 
| peal in Ordinary, 77; Mr Ray Alan, 
i ventriloquist, 67; Mr Geoff Baxter, 
j jockey, 51; Mr Anthony Beadles, 
| Headmaster. Epsom College, 57; 
: Mr Jack Cardiff, film director. 83; Mr 
{ NiaD Crowley, former chatman, Al- 
: lied Irish Bulks. 71; Mr Winston 
\ Dari*, cricketer, 39; Viscount Ecdcs, 
j fanner MP, 93; Mr Robin Fleming, 
j c h airma n, Robert Fleming Hold- 
j mgs, 65; Sir Thomas Hetberingion 
[ QC fanner Director of Public Pro*. 
! editions, 71; Sir Curtis Kceble, for- 
i mer diplomat, 75; Dr Marjorie 
: Mowlam MP, Secretary of State for 
j Northern Ireland, 48; Mr Derek 
j Pringle, cricketer, 39; Professor 
| Christopher Rids, Prc&seorofEi^. 
: Usb, Boston Unmzshy, 64; Lord 
1 Rodger of EarbfcnyQQ Lord Jus- 
[ dee General and Lord President of 
( the Conn of Session, 53; Mr John 
j Kendall Rowlands, former Keeper, 

i Department ofRincs and Drawings. 
: British Museum, 66; Mr Peter 


Shilton, footballer, 48; Mr John 
Stoddart, Principal, Sheffield HaDam 
University, 59; P rofessor Dorothy 
Wedderbnm, fanner Principal, Roy- 
al Holloway and Bedford College, 72. 

Anniversaries 

Bnlhs: Gflbert BuroeUSshop of Sal- 
isbury and anchor, 1643; Dr Samuel 
Johnson, lexicographer and writer, 
1709; Jean-Benmrd L6on Foucault, 
physicist, 1819; Aniou Mauve, land- 
scape painter, 1538; Hans MQUer.las- 
torian of music. 1834; Sir Owen 
Seaman, poet and editor pf Punch, 
1861; Gerald Hugh Tyrwhitt-WIIson 
Berners, 14 th Banm B e rn e r s , can- 
poser, 1883; Arthur Benjamin, com- 
poser. 1893; Fay Compton (Vngmia 
IiHan Erarime Co mp ton), actress, 
1894; John George Dfcfenhaker, 
salesman, 1895; Greta Garbo (Gre- 
ta Lovisa Gttstafison), film actress. 
1905; Kwame Nkrunah, Ghanaian 
prime minister, 1909; Rosano 
Brazzi, actor. 1916. Deaths: Domit- 
ian. Roman emperor, murdered 96: 


Hubert (Hnybrecht) van Eyck, 
painter, 1426: Matthew Prior, poet. 
1721; Andrew Fbufc, bookseller and 
printer, 1775: Leonhard Filler, math- 
ematician. 1783; Gottlieb August 

Spangenberg, founder of the Mora- 
vian Chinch in America, 1792; Olaf 
Swartz, botanist, 1818; Robert Fol- 

lok, poet, 1827; William Hazlitt, 
critic and essayist, 1830; Joseph 
Locke, railway engineer, I860; Dion 
Bouckanlt (Dkmysaus Lardner Boor- 
siqiiot), playwright asd.actor, 1890; 
Annsnd-Hippolyte Louis Fizeau, 
physicist. 1896c Geoige MacDonald, 
poet and novelist, 1905; Francis 
Herbert Bradley, philosopher, 1924; 
Dr Dag Hanudanlqtid, UN secre- 
tary-general. 1961; Sean O’Casey, 
playwright, 1964; Sir John Douglas 
Cockcroft, physicist, 1951. On this 
dap ita Theatre Royal Covent Gar- 
den, London (Royal Opera House) 
second theatre opened, 1809; Chile 
revolted and became independent of 
Spam. 1810; the Anti-Corn Law 
Teague was. established by Richard 
Cobden. 1838; the Nm Yak Tunes 


was Gist published. 1851; the Irish 
Home Rule Bfll rereived Royal As- 
sent, 1914; South African troops 
landed in German South .West 
A fri c a . 1914; Manchuria was taken 
by the Japanese, who set up the pup- 
pet stale of Mandmkno, 1931; the So- 
viet Union was admitted to the 
l e a gue of Nations. 1934; following 
continual auenuptim of newspaper 
production by the NGa, the News- 
paper Publishers As&adation an- 
nounced that all national newspapers 
in Londtai and Manchester wtmld be 
dosed dawn on the following day, 
1971. Tbday is the Feast Day of St 
Ferreolns of limoges. St Ferreolus 
of Vienne, St John. Massias, St 
Joseph of Cupertino, St Methodius 
of Olympus and St Richantis. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Mari Griffith. 
“Performance Art (3): Degas, Miss 
La La aiihe Cirque Fernando". \ptn. 
Victoria and Albeit Museum: 
Mkfaad Keen, *An and E)es^i of the 


Late 19th and Early 20th Canaries" 
230pm. .. 

Tate Gafleryr Colin Cause, “Thrner 
and Time: The Bay of BaiaeT, lpm. 

British Mnseam: Joe Cribb, “HSBC 
Money Gallery: an introduction’', 
1.15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Margaret 
Binroe, “The Fire Court Judges”, 

Kettle's Thrd, Cambridge: “Betty 
Thompson’s Kettle’s Yard", 1.10pm. 

Atlantic Council . 

professor Whiter Goldstein, Vice- 
Chairman of the Standing Confer- 
ence of Atlantic Organisations and 
Visiting Professor at Rockefeller 
College, State University of New 
York, was the guest qxakeratan At- 
lantic Rmim «eSpg arranged by the 
Adamic Council of the United King- 
dom last frigid at Brassey House, 
John Street. London WC1- Mr Ala* 
LeeVAQianiS, Director of the Adamic 
Canoed, was in the chair. 


ROYAL aKSAGEMENTS 
The Princess Royal, Patron, die 
Butler Trust, visits HM Prison 
Askham Grange. Askham Richard, 
North Yodcstake; and attends the 
British Equine Veterinary Associa- 
tion Annual International Scientif- 
ic Congress, Harrogate Conference 
Centre, Harrogate, North York- 
shire. The Duke of Gkmcestex; Pres- 
ident, NABC - dobs for Young 
People, visits dubs in Surrey; and at- 
tends ateoeptian and dinner to mark 
the 50th amriveisaiy of the Society 
of Archivists' at GufldbalL London 
ECL The Duke of Kenl^ Patton, the 
South Bank Foun d ation, attends a 
reception at the Purcell Room, 
Royal Festival Hall. London SE1. 

Changing of the Guard 
The Household Cavalry Mounted 
Regiment mouatsthe Queen’s Life 
Guard at Horse Guards, 11am; 1st 
Battalion Scots Guards mourns the 
Queen's Guard, ai Bn dd ogham 
Phlaee, lL30am, band provided by 
the Gmadkr Guards. 
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Europe’s exchanges 
in effort to topple I 


s link up 
Liffe 


ji : 

f : i • 1 


London’s position as the leading 
financial centre of Europe came 
under threat yesterday as the 
German, French and Swiss 
futures and options bourses said 
they had teamed up to challenge 
Liffe’s dominance of European 
derivatives trading. Meanwhile, - 
a senior City figure has warned 
that the spiralling cost of 
regulation could Jeopardise 
London’s competitiveness. Tom 
Stevenson, Financial Editor, reports. 
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they had developed plans to form a joint 
market for fixed income derivatives. The 
move foAmwaH « nwnt ccJlabocation nn Fn- 
ropean equity indices and paved the way, 
the three said, to a folly fledged aiKam r* 1 *- 
whjch would integrate their cash markets. 


The chief executive of the Loudon Inter- 
national Financial Futures Exchange 
(Liffe), Daniel Hodson, hit out yesterday 
at plans by his counterparts in three Eu- 
ropean countries to create a unified de- 
rivatives exchange in the run-up to 
monetary union. The planned alliance pos- 
es the most serious threat yet to the dom- 
inance of the 10-year-old Loudon market. 

The proposed super-exchange would be 
the largest market in futures and options 
in Europe, toppling Liffe from its leader- 
ship of the market in financial derivatives 
at a crucial time just months before the ex- 
change rate parities for EMU are an- 
nounced next spring. 

In a simultaneous announcement in 
Frankfort, Paris and Zurich yesterday, the 
main challengers to Liffe in Europe said 


“This alliance gives us the pole position for 
European Monetary Union. The atKanct- 
will offer the largest derivatives market in 
Europe." Last year the three partner ex- 
changes had a joint volume of 194 rpiliinn 
options and futures contracts. 

A major si g n ifi ca n ce of the Snk is the 
way it has overcome differences between 
trading platforms in the three countries, 
allowing parallel trading of products on the 
German and Swiss electronic systems and 
the open-outcry floors used by France's 
Matif market. New products launched by 
the combined group will be traded elec- 
tronically on one of the exchange’s systems 
but dealers in the other participating com- 
panies will have equal access through a 
common “log-in”. Only wrkring products 
will continue to be traded in Paris's open- 
outcry pits. 

That is certain to focus attention once 
more on liffe’s insistence that its own sys- 
tem of floor trading is more efficient anH 
provides greater liquidity than rival elec- 
tronic platforms. 

Traders say the continental agreement 
is mere window-dressing for the more fun- 
damental battle between the different 
trading systems of international exchanges 
in London and Frankfurt, as the Continent 


gears up for European: economic and 
monetary union in January 1999. 

liffe is well aware of the threat the Ger- 
man bourse (DTB) provides. The DTB's 
trading volume in German Bund futures 
is catching up with liffe’s, at 44.4 per cent 
of total market share in August. 

- The fha rinantal exchanges annniin iyH 

their link-up with impeccable timing , one 
day ahead of lifie’s launch of medium-term 
German bond, or BoW, cbnfracts, in direct 
competition to similar products on the 
DTB- “The link leaves Liffe at a disad- 
vantage but I don’t think it leaves them at 
any bigger disadvantage than it did before," 
said one German banker. 

“The key there is the technology. The 
biggest thing that’s threatening Liffe right 
now is simply the technology. This initia- 
tive does show the momentum is going to- 
wards electronic trading. " 

Liffe Bmovir^ to strengthen its own dcc- 
trooktediixakigy.tliemaixilyafter-bomAn- 
tomated-Pit Trading (APT) system, but 
remains well behind the DTB in this area. 

Joerg Franke, chief executive of DTB, 
the German derivatives ergehang^ and Eu- 
rex, its alliance with its Swiss counterpart, 
upped the stakes in the growing battle be- 
tween the bourses yesterday by offering to 
join forces with Liffe if it was prepared to 
abandon its open-outcry method of trad- 
ing in favour of an electronic system. 

Mr Hodson said liffe was already the 
dominant player and accused the preposed 
merger of limiting choice. 

Outlook, page 25- 


SuperSIB 'could cost £200m a year* 



The creation of a unified Gty regulator, 
SuperSIB, is likely to cost City firms 
£200m a year, according to an estimate by 
Coopers & Lybrand. That could jeopardise 
London's role as a leading financial cen- 
tre, a senior figure at the accountancy firm 
told a conference on City regulation yes- 
terday. 

John Thttersall, chairman of Coopers' 
financial services team, was speaking 
shortly after Helen Liddell, Economic 
Secretary to the Treasury, added flesh to 
the bones of the proposed new Financial 
Services Bill that wiU put the new Gty 
watchdog on the statute book. ' 

She promised a wholesale repeal and 


replacement of legislation in order to ere- tory costs when he warned that the cost of 
ate “a more coherent body of law" and .regulation to individual firms would almost 
called on Gty practitioners to participate certainty rise between now and the end of 
fully in the eradiation process leading up the decade. He said the industry faced a 
to its publication next year. Finns that did challenge to keep those costs down, 
not do so and were unhappy with the end According to work done by Coopers & 

result would have no-one to blame but Lybrand, tbe costs of regulation in thetran- 
themselves, she said. ' sition year from the self-regulatory system 

Other features of the forthcoming trill to the new sin gl e watchdog are likely to 
she spdled out yesterday indoded the main- jump by 50 per cent to more than £200m. 
tenance of SIB’s legal status as a company Mr Thttersafl warned there was a dan- 

limited by guarantee, the appointment of ger that tbe new regime would impose a 
Its board by the Theasmy.and the promise, “highest common denominator” approach 
that Gty practitioners would have an in- to regulation which would dramatically in- 
put in the setting of fees. . crease costa 

MrThttersall focused on those regula- — Tom Stevenson 



Strong high-street sales 
rekindle fears of 
increased interest rates 


Higher interest rates are back on 
the agenda after stronger than 
expected retail sales, falling 
unemployment and a rise in 
average earnings growth scotched 
recent hopes that the buoyant .. 
economy was moderating: 

Tom Stevenson , Financial Editor, 
sifts the data. 


flation hawks in yesterday’s data was that 
official sales figures flatty contradicted ev- 
idence from the Confederation of British 
Industry and British Retail Consortium sug- 
gesting spending slowed in August. 

Nick Stameakovic, economist at DKB 
International, said the data reinforced the 
Bank's concerns that the economy was 
growing too strongly. And for Michael 
Dicks, UK economist at Lehman Broth- 
ers, the Bank of England's decision to sit 


S TOCK MARKETS 



'Prudence’ ruled out 
bigger BG buy-back 


BG raised the prospect of further 
controversial share buy-backs 
yesterday after announcing plans 
to hand back £1 3 bn to investors, 
reports Chris Godsmoric, Business 
Correspondent. 

At the same time the group 
slashed its dividend payout to 
shareholders almost a half. 

Richard Giordano. BG's chairman, ad- 


company to explain why it could afford a 
buy-back when cutting Z500 jobs. 

Shares in BG fell lOp io 25SJp yester- 
day as investors digested the company’s an- 
nouncement of a big cut in its dividend. The 
payout to 1.4 million investors will fall this 
year from I4.5p to 8p, slashing the com- 
pany’s dividend hill from £640m to £320m. 
The reduction follows the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission's call for big cuts in 
BG's pipeline charges, which will reduce 
annual revenues by some £650m. 

The company refused to be drawn yes- 
terday on continued haggling over the price 


Retail sales continued to rise in August, 
fuelling fears that the Bank of England's 
pause for breath after a series of four in- 
terest rate rises might be short-lived. An- 
alysts said the strength of high street sales 
was surprising given the poor weather and 
large numbers of people who had left the 
country on windfall-financed holidays. 

The 5.6 per cent year-on-year rise in re- 
tail sales chimed with the lowest unem- 
ployment rate since August 1980 and 
overage earnings rising at an annual rate 
of 4.5 per cent to paint a picture of a con- 
tinuing boom. 

Meanwhile, minutes from the August 
meeting of the Bank of England’s Mone- 
tary Policy Committee confirmed the in- 
creasing concern of policymakers that 
rates will need to rise if the economy is to 
meet the Government's inflation target 

Adam Cole, UK economist at HSBC 
James CapeL said the strength of the high 
Street data supported his view that the mar- 
ket had been premature in looking for a 
slowdown in demand. “The strength of con- 
sumer spending reflects more than just foe 
impact of the windfall gains - one only has 
to look as for as today's labour market data 

for evidence of this/” 

That background, he added, meant the 
unside risks for base rates were greater than 
marltns had priced into «Uuat.ons- Th« 
had been underlined by the minutes of th 
7 August meeting of the Monetary Fofoty 
Committee which showed its memben vot- 
ing unanimous!)’ for higher base rates. 
^Another surprise in the minutes was the 
revelation that the Bank had actively con- 
sidered intervention to reverse the strength 
of the pound which caused ^ 

problems catty in the summer. Its unusual 
Sunmcnts to talk down the pound were 
seen ns an of la* by 


seen a> on - . 

the traditionally discreet OfoLacty”. 

One of tbe big disappointment* for in 


back and take stock of the economy was 
putting it behind the curve. “Over the sum- 
mer, the rate rises were pre-emptive but' 
now we’re basic, to foe more traditional pat- 
tern in the UK of too tittle too late.” 

With September data largely mean- 
ingless thanks to the loss of an important 
trading day as foe country watched Princess 
Diana’s funeral, the Bank of England is ex- 
pected to persist with its cautious stance 
for a couple of months, but economists 
agreed that a rate rise by foe end of foe 
year was tikety. 

David Dbarshini, at HSBC Markets, 

said; “These strcmger-than-e^pected figures 
confirm that tbe windfalls continue to find 
their way to foe high street. With sales 
growing by over 2 per cent in the latest 
three months, these numbers are unlikely 
to escape the notice of the MPC, and sug- 
gest that base rates haveyet to reach their 
peak.” 

Unemployment fell 48,600 in August 
after a decline of 54,600 (revised from 
49,800) in Jiity. That took foe jobless rate 
back to 53 per cent, its lowest since 1980. 
\fecandes were 6,900 higher in August and 
23 per cent up on foe previous year. That 
tightening labour market was reflected in 
underlying average earnings, which were 

4 J per cent higher in Jnty than a year ear- 
lier. The increase in June was 425 per cenL 

According to Francesca Massone of 
Goldman Sachs: “On any measure, the 
labour maricetisstin tightening at an alarm- 
ing me. \fecancies are 57 per cent above 
their long-term trend and unemployment 
is now 97,000 below its previous cyclical 

low.’’ . . 

She pointed out that the nse m aver- 
age earnings growth was due, to a recent 
settlement in the construction sector, 
which is suffering more than most sectors 
from labour shortages, but warned that 
those could easily spill over into other m- 

ch)5tries.Sheprcdk*edafurthCTh 

base rate rise by next spring. 
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mined yesterday that the company had con- 
sidered a bigger buy-back of more than 
£2bn and did not rule out further windfalls 
to investors later. “We could have done 
more but we needed to be prudent," 

The share buy-back plans come months 
after the company bad fought a running 
battle with foe industry regulator. Care 
Spottiswoode, over pipeline charges. Mr 
Giordano insisted the money would come 
by raising BG’s debts to £5bn. “We don’t 
have foe money in foe till to buy back the 
shares. We have to borrow," he said. 

The anticipated flak over foe move 
largely failed to materialise, with the Gas 
Consumers Council suggesting the buy- 
back, which would replace expensive eq- 
uity with cheaper debt, could be good for 
customers. Unison, one of the main gas 
unions, called for a meeting with foe 


formula with Clare Spouiswoode, the reg- 
ulator. She is proposing to cap BG's 
pipeline revenues, a move that foe com- 
pany claims would go beyond the MMC's 
findings. 

The news came as BG announced half- 
yearly kisses of £2Sra, after including a 
£5 14m charge to cover foe windfall utility 
Lax. Earnings were £4$6m before the 
windfall lax bill, though wanner winter 
weather knocked £104m off profits. 

BG's Exploration and Production busi- 
ness announced profits of £57m. a strong 
improvement from losses of £26m l he year 
before. 

Separately yesterday Ms Spottiswoode 
revealed that 500.000 domestic customers 
bad switched from British Gas to new sup- 
pliers in competition trials covering 2 mil- 
lion homes in the south of England. 


Energis to buy services from Orange 


Energis, the telephones business likely to 
be floated this year by National Grid, is in 
negotiations with Orange which could sec 
the mobile operator offering fixed-line 
services for the first time. 

The deal would be the second link-up 
with a mobile company for Energis, which 
is expected to sign a similar agreement with 
Vodafone within days. Under the plans 
Orange could sell Energis fixed phone ser- 
vices under its own brand. It would enable 
Orange, newest of the four mobile oper- 
ators, to move towards a combined mobile 
and fixed phone handset 

The deal would enable Energis to gain 
local links to more customers through the 
Orange mobile network, which has more 
than 1 million subscribers. Around 4ft per 
cent of Energis’s costs currently stem 
from paying access charges to route its calls 
through British Telecom's local network. 


Energis is also carrying out trials of wire- 
less technology to transmit fixed phone tine 
signals to bypass the BT network. The tech- 
nology, similar to that used by lonica. would 
help the company push into the small- and 
medium-sized business market. 

Though Energis has amassed 20.000 
business customers it has so far concen- 
trated its assault on the lucrative large com- 
pany market, running large internal phone 
networks for Bools, Virgin and British Gas. 
Revenues of £97m last year are expected 
to grow to f 160m this year. 

Anotherarea of expansion hascomefiira 
Internet traffic. Energis is understood to have 
signed a £10m contract with Demon, foe UK’s 
largest independent Internet access provider, 
offering phone tine capacity. Though the 
flotation plans are advanced, foe Grid is 
not thought finally to have decided on the 
sole. It could value Energis at up to £ihn. 
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World leaders at their last summit in Denver. The IMPs forecasts are upbeat about the world economy despite the current financial crisis' in South-east Asia 
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As the chart above clearly shows, when 
our One-2-IOO time plan is compared to 
competitors' tariffs, One 2 One is a clear winner. 

How do we do it? The answer is simple - the 
high quality national 1, GSM network we use 
handles a vast quantity of calls every week - 
over 40 million of them. 

This huge digital capacity means that we can 


All prices shown include VAT .it 17.5%. 


keep costs as low as possible - and still offer a 
wide range of business services. 

What's more, if you're paying to pick up your 
messages, our FREE voicemail message retrieval 1 
could save you hundreds of pounds every year. 

To find out how One 2 One can cut your 
business costs today - call us fret 24 hours 
a day on 0500 121 500. ■ • 


one 2 one 


our vofaite phone service gets tesmss fating 


to find out more call free on 

0500 121 500 

24 hours a day quoting DN2472 
or visit your local one 2 one stockist 

http://www.onc2one.co.uk 

*AI1 trademarks and registered trademarks acknowledged. Monthly Service Charge shown for One 2 One. Vodafone and Cdlnet s when payment is made by Direct Debit "Using the ‘calf 
time* minutes at the daytime local/nationai call rate. One 2 One now covers 90% of the population of Great Britain. ^Message retrieval is free when using the One 2 One service in Great 
Britain. For more information about the One 2 One time plan* please see our Why should you have a One 2 One with One 2 One? leaflet. 




praises 
Britain’s 



The world economy . 
outlook is the best it has 
been for a decade and is 
underpinned by solid 
growt h with low 
inflation in Britain, the 
United States and 
Canada. This conclusion 
is the centrepiece of the 
International Monetary 
Fund’s (IMF) annual 
world .economic forecast 
released yesterday, 
writes Stephen Vines in 
'Hong Kong. 


.The IMF, which generally 
favours conservative fiscal poli- 
cies, points to Britain as a shin- 
ing example of a country which 
has implemented labour mar- 
ket reforms to produce greater 
flexibility and as having a firm 
fiscal policy which has suc- 
ceeded in reducing inflationary 
pressures. . 

Praise for Britain, and indi- 
rectly for the July Budget pre- 
sented by Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
is somewhat overshadowed by 
the gushigg .review of the 
achievements of the Clinton 
administration, which has com- 
bined “prudent macroeco- 
nomics policies together with an 
exceptionally dynamic private 
sector and a responsive labour 
market" to achieve “solid 
growth of output and employ- 
ment with low infla tion and a 
diminishing fiscal imbalance”. 

. The massive, engine of the 
United States economy is help- 
ing to power the world eco- 
nomy, which is projected to 
grow by 4 per cent this year and 
4.5 per cent next year, and the 
IMF believes this i m p r essive 
level of growth can be sustained 
into the next decade. These lev- 
els of growth compare with the 
average 3.75 per cent rate of ex- 
pansion once 1970. 

Japan and the continental 
European countries are prov- 
ing to be a disappointment, 
leading to a reduction in growth 
forecasts bythe IMF. Japan's 
economy is now only expected 
to expand by 1.1 per cent this 
year and 2.1 per cent in 1998. 
This is a virtual halving of es- 
timates and reflects unexpect- 
edly weak domestic demand 
and the knock-on effect of the 
financial crisis in South-east 
Asia which has reduced de- 
mand for Japanese goods. 


The economies of Germany, 
Ranee and Italy are pickup up, 
but slowly. None of them is ex- 
pected to match the growth of 
the British economy which is 
forecast to grow in real terms 
by 33 per cent this year and 2.6 
per cent the following year. 

Flemming Larsen, director 
erf the IMFs report project, said 
he was more concerned about 
micro-economic fundamentals 
in Europe than the problems of 
fiscal convergence which was 
needed if European monetary 
. union was to be achieved. He 
said the biggest worry was that, 

imlilre Britain, the continental 
European countries were not 
plating sufficient emphasis on 
making labour markets mote 
flexible. 

The IMF argues that Britain 
End the United States are cre- 
ating more jobs and reducing 
unemployment by having tak- 
en, tough measures to create a 
flexible labour force. In prac- 
tise this means the loss of job 
security, the removal of de- 
marcation lines and less state 
protection against redundancy. 
According to the IMF the pres- 
sure against reform comes from 
“insiders" who have jobs and 
are effectively blocking those 
who do not from gaining em- 
ployment- It dismisses innova- 
tions such as work sharing and 
early retirement as either ex- 
acerbating or masking the fun- 
damental problems. 

The report says that 8 to 9 
per cent of the labour force in 
continental Europe's three 
largest countries suffer from 
structural employment, which is 
3 to 3.5 percentage points more 
dial might be attributed to nor- 
mal mismatches in the labour 
market. The root cause, says the 

IMF, is “elaborate job and in- 
come protection arrangements 
that raise the cost of labour and 
discourage job creation”. 

The IMF forecasts were is- 
sued ahead of the World 
Bank/IMF meetings which are 
likely to be overshadowed by the 
financial crisis among the neigh- 
bours of Hong Kong where 
the meetings are being held. 

Michael Mussa, head of the 
IMF's research department, 
stressed that despite these 
problems, Asia, led by a strong 
performance from China, was 
likely to continue registering the 
world’s highest economic 
growth levels even though the 
South-east Asian countries 
would see their rates of growth 
halved in the next two years. 

Outlook, page 25 
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THE WO RL D OU TLOOK 

Output projections Differences from May 
(annual % change) 1997 Projections 



1987 

1998 

1997 

1998 

World Output 

4.2 

4.3 ' 

-0.1 

-02 

Advanced economies 

3 JO 

23 

0.1 

-0.0 

Major Industrial 
countries 

2.8 

22 

02 

-0.1 

United states 

3.7 

2.6 

0.7 

0.4 

Japan 

1.1 

2.1 

-1.1 

-0.9 

Germany 

22 

22 

0.0 

-02 

Ranee 

2 2 

2.8 

-02 

■02 

Italy 

1 2 

2.1 

02 

-0.3 

Unted Kingdom 

Z2 

2.6 

- 0.0 

-0.2 

Canada 

3.7 

3.5 

03 

0.1 

Other advanced 
economies 

3.9 

42 

0.1 

0.1 


Hot weather cools 
profits at Next 


Neat, the high-flying retailer, 
surprised the stock market yes- 
terday with figures showing a 
weak August due to the hot 
weather higher returns from its 
summer sale and the half-day 
closure for Princess Diana’s 
funeral. 

However the group said that 
though the figures forced prof- 
its downgrades and were out of 
line with strong official retail sta- 
tistics for the month, it be- 
lieves it baS not lost its touch. 

Next’s announcement that 
sajesin the six weeks since the 
end of July were just 10 per cent 
aheqd of the same period last 
year on 8 per cent more space 
forced the shares down by 
around 40p in early trading. 
However, the stock recovered 
to post a 7p gain to735.5p. 


“We don’t believe the Next 
bubble is going to burst on the 
basis of six weeks’ figures," 
said ch airman Lord WblfsotL 
Lord Wolfson said mourning 
for the death of Diana, Princess 
of Whies, cost the group around 
£3m of sales in August But the 
greatest impact was the hot 
weather, which encouraged 
shoppers to sunbathe ins trad, 
and a high level of returns 
from the Next s umme r sale. 

The current trading state- 
ment overshadowed Nexfs half- 
year figures which showed that 
pre-exception al profits rose 
from £56m to £673m. The 
stores reported a 20 per cent in- 
crease in profits to £36 m. Next 
Directory, the mail order cata- 
logue, ’also did well with prof- 
its up from £1 1 An to £ 15 .8 m. 
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Why Liffe should see off this challenge 


London’s pre-e minent position in fu- 
tures and options trading has long been 
the object of jealous regard by both 
Rra/zkfmt and Arts. Ths £s more chan just 
a commercial thing. It is »lw about an- 
cient rivalries, and, most important of all, 
alarm that the City could continue to be 
the dominant financial centre in a Europe 

united by a common anrenty Britain may 

never be a part o£ 

So far, however, neither Paris nor 
Fraxdtfurt has come , anywhere near ri- 
valling Liffe, which even mana ge ^ to 
beat them on their own ground with lo- 
cally denominated derivative instruments. 

Unequal to the task on their own, the two 
- are now proposing to gang together in their 
attempt to. trounce London’s testos- 
terone-fuelled barrow boys in stripey 
jackets. Might they succeed? 

They've tried once before and failed 
and while the latest attempt to pool con- 
tracts and resources looks a more serious 
stab at the exercise, there’s no reason to 
believe they will fare arty better this time 
round For starters, the two have adopt- 
ed radically different approaches to futures 
trading. Paris bas copied the open oatay 
method of eyebaO-to-eyeball trading used 
in London and by the fftiragn Board of 
Hade. Frankfort is a high-tech, screen- 
based trading system. 

While it is true that the two methods co- 
exist perfectly bappfly both in London and 
Chicago, that is only because screen trad- 
ing b so obviously only a little-used back- 
up to the action in the pit The two cultures 
will not merge easily without one subsum- 


ing the other. Paris arid Frankfurt may be 
united in their hatred of London but their 
hatred ofeach other is equally pcwerfuL 


stiBr have a huge catching-up exercise to 
do. The Deutsche Boersc and Malif com- 
bined are stiD streets behind Uffe in terms 
of critical mass. Chuck in Sim ex, the Far- 
Eastern futures exchange, for good mea- 
sure, and they still wouldn't come dose. 
■ % But there is also a more fundamental 
reason to believe Lifts vriU maintain its 
kid. The City is in essence an oS&hare cen- 
tre not dependent on the fortunes of the 
.IK economy. No other financial centre 
iirifre world is quite like it It is this, more 
^fljan anything else, that fies behind liffe's 
.-.phenomenal growth. Other cen- 

tres, even the great ones ofNew York and 

Tbkyo, exist mainly to service ibrfr own do- 
mestic economies. That is not true of the 
CSty which is genuinely international in the 
way it operates and trades. 

It would be dangerous for Liffe to be 
complacent, but nor do the bellicose nois- 
es from Paris and Frankfurt seem for the 

times being lilrft any thing mnr t* than lint qjr 

Britain is IMF’s 
blue-eyed boy 

It is always nice to be patted on the back 
for economic achievement, so those 
British newspapers that chose to break ihe 
embargo on the IMFsworid economic re- 
port yesterday can hardly be b lame d for 


highlighting the glowing terms in which 
it describes Britain’s economy and 
prospects and the unfavourable gloss it 
puts on those of our main Continental 
partners. Had we too chosen not to respect 
the embargo on publication, we probably 
would have done the same thin gs 

The point ought to be made, howev- 
er, that tile IMF is hardly an unbiased ob- 
server of these things The International 
Monetary Fund is not, as might reason- 
ably be supposed, just some kind of 
worldwide benevolent fund always willing 
to lend a hand to those countries that get 
themselves into difficulties. Its real pur- 
pose. is essentially that of foisting the 
American model and way of doing things 
cm the rest of the world, which it does with 
considerable success in time-honoured way 
- extracting root and branch reform out 
of the despair of economic crisis. 

lt!s hardly surprismg, therefore, that the 
IMF should see in Britain the blue-eyed boy 
of Europe. With its deregulated labour and 
capital markets, Britain is the country that 
most closely accords in Europe with the 
American model By contrast, other pre- 
viously much more successful economies 
seem stuck in a bygone age. Modernise or 
die, the IMF shouts, Tbny Blair-like, and 
though most of the rest of Europe still 
rather regards America's attempts to sell 
its ways as tantamount to the export of tox- 
ic waste, it gets an increasingly receptive 
hearing. Everyone believes in flexible 
labour markets, fiscal responsibility and free 
capital markets nerw, even if they donl prac- 
tice any of these things 


It is almost exactly 21 years ago that the 
IMF came to the rescue of our own dear 
country and it is perhaps possible to see in 
the price it extracted the roots of Britain's 

present economic renaissance. Certainly the 

humiliation of the steading crisis of 1976 
helped undermine the credibility of the 
Labour administration and pave the way for 
the econamk: reforms rf the 1980s. And now 
here we are basking in the glow of an eco- 
nomic assessment paints us in a more 
favourable light than Germany and Japan. 
Bui let's not get too carried away here. 
There's one country that gets an even bet- 
ter write-up than us - the United States of 
America. Surprise, surprise. 

Britannic bonanza 
raises questions 

Bonanza time at Britannic, if you are a 
shareholder, that is. The company yes- 
terday gave details of how much share- 
holders stand to gam from the distribution 
of its “orphan assets’*, surpluses that 
have built up over decades in many in- 
surers’ long-term life funds. 

Traditionally, these have been used to 
pay policyholders' bonuses. But in the case 
of insurance companies that are not mu- 
tually owned, the fadtion increasingly is to 
allocate ownership of these orphan assets 
to shareholders rather than policyholders. 
And what’s wrong with that given that it 
is shareholders' capital which has con- 
tributed to the success of the life fond? 


There arc several potential problem ar- 
eas here. Although the surpluses distrib- 
uted in this way have to be negotiated with 
and approved by the Department of 
Trade and Industry, as often as not the 
chief actuary who makes the calculation 
of what the fund can afford is also a se- 
nior employee of the company. In Bri- 
tannic's case, the chief executive, in fact 
This immediately raises a potential con- 
flict of interest between his duties to share- 
holders as opposed to policyholders. 

Second, the surpluses have often built 
up because of a conservative distribution 
policy by tbe company, whereby the 
bonuses it pays out la policyholders are 
modest by comparison to the investment 
gains being made by the fund. Members 
of a mutual insurer can say that all the 
money in their life fund belongs to them. 
If a way is then found to unlock surplus- 
es in the fond, as happened with Scottish 
Amicable tn its takeover by Prudential, the 
assets ore theirs. 

In some cases it is more complicated 
than this, because, as with L&G and. Bri- 
tannic argues, itself, the surplus identified 
has come not just from better investment 
returns from with-profits business, but also 
from shareholders’ capital in the life fond. 
Britannic says the money comes from busi- 
ness written before the with-profit fond was 
set up. Even so, the argument still applies: 
if shareholders are going to grab a slice of 
the cake where docs that leave the legiti- 
mate inlercsis of policyholders? The orphan 
asset Bare seems as good a reason os any 
for shopping with a mutual every time. 


ier c° ! 


Midlands Electricity pays millions to 
pull plug on computer billing system 


.Midlands Electricity 
yesterday joined the 
long list of utilities that 
have htid to abandon 
expensive computer 
billing systems. Michael 
Harrison reports on the 
casualties. 


IVbrk began mstafluig the IBM 
system at Midlands' Birming- 
ham headquarters five years 
ago and at one point 160 con- 
tractors were working on the 
project But the system, costing 
tens of millions of pounds, was 
abandoned last week alter Mid- 
lands decided that it would not 
be ready in time for the dereg- 
ulation of the electricity mar- 
ket next April when 22 minion 
households, including its 2 mil- 
lion domestic customers, wiB be 
able to start shopping around 
for suppliers. 


Midlands is the third elec- 
tricity company to ditch the 
IBM system. Ayear ago South 
Wales Electricity and South 
Western Electricity abandoned 
their system which was being 
developed through a joint ven- 
ture called CRQESO. Swalec 
made a £30m charge to cover, 
the cost of withdrawing. 

A Midlands spokeswoman 
said that for from delaying the 
launch of competition in the re- 
gjofi. the diectsfon to strap the - 
IBM Customer Services System . 
would enable it to meet Jhe 
deadlines it has agreed with the 
industry regulator Offer. 

She declined to say how 
much tbe system had cost to de- 
velop or how much Midlands 
would have to write off But the 
company estimated in May 
that the cost of getting its com- 
puter systems ready for the 
deregulated market would be 
£67.45m. This compares with 
tbe £24.67m that Offer says it 



will cost and is allowing Mid- 
lands to pass on to its cus- 
tomers. Ibtal nationwide costs 
are put at £850m by the indus- 
try and £500m by Offer. 

The company has decided 
that it wfll develop its existing 
mainframe computer system to 
handle the transition to com- 
petitive markets! Bui It dc 1 
dined to say bow much extra 
investment this would entail 
The decision will not result 
in any job losses" at Midlands, 
where about a dozen staff were 
involved on the project. Nor is 
any individual being held to 
blame for the costly move. 
“The system looked ideal five 
years ago but we dedded that 
if we were to be ready for 1998 
and be a major player in the 
competitive market then it 
would be better to invest in our 
existing mainframe tystem.'* 
An IBM spokesman told the 
magazine Utility Week that Mid- 
lands had abandoned the sys- 


tem “in light of developments 
in the marketplace. But IBM 
went on to defend the system, 
saying it was “installed around 
the world with many utilities 
and other organisations that 
have forge number of cus- 
tomers being billed automati- 
cally". Another of its UK 
customers is Southern Electric. 

Midlands was taken over in 
June last year fay Avon Energy, 
a joint venture between two US 
utilities- GPU of Qhn and Cm- 
eigy of Cmonatti for £1.73bn- 
Bot ihe Midlands spokeswoman 
said the decision to abandon the 
IBM system was taken by it, not 
the parent company. 

British Gas has also run into 
problems with its Thriff Gas ; 
Billing System which have re- 
sulted in it having to speDd 
£120m to get tbe system ready 
for domestic gas competition. I 
Cellnet, the mobile telephone 
operator also lost £4Qm on a 
customer billing system. 


Bass licks its 
wounds as 
alcopop sales dive 


Hooper* 


HooclB Now aiming a more adult market 


Leading brewers say that 
alcopops sales have 
fallen sharply in the 
wake of public concern ~ 
that they might lead to 
under-age drinking. Cathy 
Newman reports on the 
state of play. 


Bass, which recently repack- 
aged Hooper’s Hooch, Britain’s 
biggest-sdling alcopop, to aim 
for a more adult market, said 
that volume sales of tbe drink 
in the UK had fallen by 11 per 
cenr in the first 11 months of 
the year. 

A spokesman for the com- 
pany yesterday blamed the 
furore over under-age drinking, 
which has led to the with- 
drawal of five alcopops. 

He said: “The issue .was 
specifically about concents over 
under-age drinking, which re- 
duced consumption." 

But he added that Bass was 
confident that the £lm re- 
launch of the product to appeal 
to drinkers beyond the original 
25- to 35-year-old target mar- 
ket, would solve the problems. 
However, the group said that 
international sales of Hooper's 
Hooch were still healthy. 

Merrydown, the rider- 
maker that owns the second 
best-selling alcopop, Tvo Dogs, 

admitted yesterday that its own 
sales had been hit by the deci- 
sion of pubs such as JD 
Wetherspoon to stop stocking 


the drinks. Whitbread also ex- 
cluded alcopops from 400 of its 
1,700 pubs earlier this year. 

Paul Mfllman, managing 
director of Merrydown, said: 
“There has been a lot of dis- 
tribution rationalisation. If yon 
remove alcopops from your 
shelves, surprise surprise, sales 
drop.” 

However, Mr Mfllman said 
that the alcopops sector was still 
big. He added that he was con- 
fident that advertising cam- 
paigns for Two Dogs would 
improve sales. 

Hooper’s Hooch was the 
first alcopops brand to arrive in 
ihe UK two years ago. The mar- 
ket is now worth around £3500) 
ayear. 

Ian Fltosser, chairman of 
Bass, was upbeat about the 
company’s overall prospects. 
He said: “I am pleased to be 
able to sty that our profits, be- 
fore exceptional items, reflect 

the progress expected in the 
second ball” 

Analysts said that the £35m 
charge from the sale of its 
slake mCarisbeig-Thtley was in 
line with expeditions. 

Bas sold its share following 
the ruling by the President of 
the Board of Trade that tbe 
merger of the two companies 
could not go ahead. j 

The group has also been ; 
forced to write down the value i 


trading performance from the 
division which has been hit by 
tbe effects of the National 
Lottery. 


Kingfisher benefits from the windfall factor 


Kingfisher, the retail 
group, has reported a 
surge in profits as its 
Comet and B&Q stores 
reap the benefits of the 
buikfing society windfalls, 
reports Nigel Cope* City 
Correspondent. 


Kingfisher's chief executive. 
Sir Geoff Mulcahy, said the 
group had re-established its pat- 
tera of sustained growth which 
was derailed tty a shock prof- 


its warning in 1995. Tbe com- 
pany's 36 per cent increase in 
half-year profits toll 50m was 
ahead of analysts' forecasts 
and boosted by strong perfor- 
mances from B&Q and Comet. 
Group like-for-like sales rose 
by 8 per cent across the group. 
The shares rose 13.5p to a 
new high of 795.5p. 

Sir Geoff said: “We are see- 
ing improved consumer confi- 
dence but people are still pretty 
cautious about what they 
spend. It is not an Eighties-style 
boom.” 

He admitted the - figures 


bad been boosted by the wind- 
fall factor but said this money 
was “rapidly Wowing through”. 

“It’s not wonderland. But we 
are doing the simple things 
right listening to our customers 
and improving all the lime.” 

Sir Geoff said Kingfisher 
was looking for additional rites 
for its Wbolworths and Comet 
chains. Though Kingfisher 
backed away from buying the 
whole of Littlewoods’ high 
street stores because it felt the 
price was too high, Sir Geoff 
said be was still interested in 
picking up additional high 


street space from retailers such 
as Littlewoods and WH Smith. 

B&Q was the star per- 
former with profits up from 
£47m to £722m in the half. 
B&Q increased its market 
share from 17 to 18 per cent 
over the year. Woolworths, 
whose profit almost doubled to 
£10m, is testing a Football 
Wbrld section in one branch. It 
sells replica football lots but has 
had problems securing ade- 
quate supplies. Comet also did 
well turning round a £3m loss 
in the equivalent period last 
year to a £2.6m profit 
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Buy-backs brighten 

BG prospects 

The 250.000 Sids who said their British Gas 
shares after this year's demerger may well 
lu- r breathed a sigh of relief yesterday. BG, 
the successor pipeline and exploration busi- 
ness, announced it was slashing its dividend 
by more than a third. The cut in the interim 
from 6.4p to 4p will be followed by a similar 
reduction in the final payout, bringing total 
dividends for 1997 dawn to just 8p, compared 
with I4_5p under the old regime. 

Shocks are always best absorbed with a lit- 
tle good news thrown in and BG surprised 
no one yesterday by revealing plans for a 
£13 bn share buy-back, worth 30p a share. The 
complex capital restructuring which comes 
with the buy-back, a path already trodden by 
Southern "^Leslie and Yorkshire Water, 
means all shareholders from Sid to the City 
will benefit equally. 

So after a turbul. * for investors, is 
ihci : long-term prosp* ' ;rr tproved in- 
come 'T? The short answer is yes, with 

the caveat that the one-off cut in the dividend 
- forced on 1 by the big reduction in 
pipeline prices recommended by the Mo- 
nopolies and Mer^ *rs Commission - means 
the shares will never be quite the same yield 
stock they r _.c m the old British Gas days. 

For a start, the rebased dividend should 
be inflation-proof, given that the new five- 
year pipeline price formula to be agreed with 
the regulator is index-linked. On top of that, 
ibe substantial turnaround in BCs exploration 
and production business, now running in the 
black, could mean further upside for the div- 
idend Better stilL there remains the long-term 


der tying profits are still up a handy 21 per 
cent to £29.7m. 

General Cable was a piece of congtom- 
eransalion in the best possible sense of the 
word, with margins jumping from next to 
nothing to around 9 per cent during the three 
years of Wassail’s ownership. The group fol- 
lowed up the sale with a f 150m cash hand- 
back to shareholders. 

It is bard to see what else it can do to sat- 
isfy the City, yet Wassail's shares have un- 
derperformed the FTSE All-Share index by 
dose to 30 per cent since the General Ca- 
ble purchase. Now the market a fretting over 
how the group will spend its acquisition fire- 
power, pul aL around £500m. 

The Far East, where Wassail has a Sin- 
gapore quote through its York trailer axle 
business, must be a candidate for expansion 
and eventual flotation, once a locally recruited 
chief executive is in place. 

Dilution caused by the cadi could see prof- 
its slip from £55 m this year to £46m next, 
putting the shares, up 35p at 327p, on a for- 
ward multiple of 17. Hold for further action. 


Sentiment the 
key to Gallaher 


Tobacco share prices have little to do with 
profits these days. Sentiment is the key. Stores 
in Gallaher, demerged from American 
Brands and floated at 283p in June, have un- 
derperformed the market by 16 per oent since 
then. Part of the reason is a lack of liquidi- 
ty in the shares -some 75 percent are still 


Wassail: At a glance 

Market value: £501 m, share price 327J5p (+3.5p) 

Trading record 94 95 96 96 97 
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possibility of further buy-backs. Prudence wQl 
dictate a waiting game, but the group’s strong 
cash Dow could yield more pleasant surpris- 
es. Meanwhile any Sids who still hold Cen- 
Irica shares, the demerged gas supply business, 
could also see buy-backs later next year. The 
improving outlook should bring profits at BG 
to £782m for 1997. Despite the recent price 
rises, the shares, down I Op at 2585p. still look 
attractive on a forward yield of 3.9 per cent. 

Wassail battles 
to please City 


Wissall is doing its best to learn from the dis- 
astrous recent performance of other con- 
glomerates, such as Hanson and BTR. 

This year it raised £462m from the flota- 
tion of 1U0 per cent of General Cable, the US 
copper wires operation it bought in 1994. Some 
£ 199m of the resulting £277m gain is reflected 
in the latest half-year results, which explains 
the huge jump in half-year profits. But un- 


held by US investors who see Gallaher as low 
risk. 

But yesterday's strong maiden interims 
added only 4p to the share price, which dosed 
at 273p. The growing threat of litigation in 
the UK, where Gallaher and Imperial To- 
bacco have around SO per cent of the mar- 
ket, remains a negative So, too, are Labour’s 
manifesto pledges to ban tobacco advertis- 
ing and cat sports sponsorship. 

In reality, none of these poses a serious 
threat to Gallaher. The group's Benson & 
Hedges and SQk Cut brands have some of 
the best instant recognition rates and would 
survive without advertising. 

The group is also striking more interna- 
tional sponsorship deals and pushing in- 
ternational expansion hard, particularly in 
eastern Europe and the Far East. 

On SBC Warburg profit forecasts, Gal- 
laher an 8.7 times 1997 pro forma earnings 
looks cheap next to Imperial on 93 times. 
However, with the US situation still uncer- 
tain and the likelihood of group legal action 
in the UK, sentiment is likely to remain neg- 
ative for the next few months. 
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The Savoy: The group b looking for underp er forming hotels overseas with similar charact eristic s to its London flagship 


The Savoy Hotel group, 
revitalised by managing 
director Ramon Pajares, is 
planning to move back 
overseas just two years after 
selling the prestigious 
Lancaster Hotel in Paris, 
reports Magnus Grknond - 


In an important departure for the 108- 
year-old group, Mr Pajares said yes- 
terday he saw “tremendous 
opportunities' 1 to expand the group 
into half a dozen or more of the “righf 1 
international destinations, including 


Paris, New York, Rome, Milan, Madrid 
and Hong Kong. 

Although the group owned the 
Lancaster until 1994 , it has not previ- 
ously had a significant presence over- 
seas. Mr Pajares said it would seek 
underperforming hotels with similar 
characteristics to the Savoy. In return 
for underwriting the costs of refur- 
bishment, the group woukfpick up ah 
equity stake and take on the manage- 
ment contract 

A) though there would be no plans 
to change the local name of the hotels, 
tbe groupwould benefit from the Savoy 
brand name, Mr Pajares suggested. 
“With the value of the brand name, a 
brand which we cannot put in the bal- 


ance sheet, and given that technolo- 
gy wtU TTiaire brands even more im- 
portant, this is a tremendous 
opportunity we have to develop." 

The international chain, to be built 
up over five or six years, would allow 
overheads to be spread, better utilise 
the Savoy's international marketing 
effort- ami give the opportunity to 
create a central reservations system. 
Given the increasing opportunity af- 
forded by technology for guests to 
make their own bookings, a familiar 
international brand name like the 
Savoy would become mcrearingly valu- 
able, he suggested. 

The news came as the Savoy group, 
currently including the Savoy Hold, 


The Berkeley, Claridge's and The 
Connaught, reported an 84 per cent 
jump in pre-tax profits to £7.71m in the 
six months ito June. The figures re- 
flected the benefits of a £72m refur- 
bishment programme, principally at 
Claridge's and Tbe Savoy, which 
helped the four London hotels raise 
their occupancy rates to 86.4 per cent. 
Average room rates rose a farther 5 
per cent in the first half, after an 18 
per cent increase last year. 

Granada, which has said it wants to 
dispose of its 68 per cent stake in the 
group inherited from last year's Forte 
takeover, has told Mr Pajares it is “not 
in a hurry” to sell the shares m the light 
of the improving performance. 


Trinity rides regional 
newspaper upswing 


The City has warmedHo region*! > 
newspaper groups and yeSSwxlayV 
first-half results from Trinity 
International Holdings, the Ulft 
biggest regional newspaper 
publisher, should have helped this 
confidence. But, as Cathy Newman 
reports, there are fears the 
advertising boom has peaked. 


Trinity, which owns titles such as the 
Liverpool Echo and the Chester Chronicle, 
beat analysts' expectations to turn in a 34 
percent increase in pre-tax profits to £32m 
for the six months to the end of June. 

Philip Graf, chief executive, said lower 
newsprint prices and strong advertising 
revenues had helped. But be added a note 
of caution about future advertising growth. 
“This year we've grown 10 per cent in 
advertising in the first half,” he said. “I 
don’t see that continuing next year.” Mr 
Graf said he anticipated 4 per cent growth 
in 1998. 

His comments, and City analysts' feel- 
ings that the advertising cycle may have 
peaked, sent the shares 2 per cent lower 
to dose at 492p. 

Mr Graf, who engineered the £328m 


ptatlfase' ofrhomstin Regional News 1 ' 
papers two years ago, said he remained 
ambitious about acquisitions. "1 would 
hope we have the track record to do 
another Thomson-styie acquisition if the 
opportunity arose,” he added. 

Analysts said Hinity could be interested 
in United Provincial Newspapers (UFN), 
tbe regional newspaper division of United 
News & Media. 

Newsquest Media Group, which comes 
to the market later this year, said earlier 
this week it would look at UFN if it came 
up for sale. 

Trinity said it had reinvested some of 
the costs saved on newsprint back into lie 
business to improve the editorial product 
Tbe group has been experimenting with 
cutting the cover-prices in Belfast and smith 
Wales to boost circulation. Mr Graf said 
that although weekly newspaper circula- 
tions were “on a par with or ahead of last 
year”, daily circulation was “not is good 
. as we would have wished”.. 

He added that a strategic review of the 
group's American business would be 
complete by the end of the year. Analysts 
have been concerned about the future 
direction of the division, and some have 
hoped Trinity would focus on the UK The 
company sold its Canadian newspapers at 
tire beginning of the year. 


Matthews’ profits Care First faces 
under pressure revolt over Patel 


Bernard Matthews, the turkey producer 
that has been hit by the strong pound and 
price pressures, yesterday warned that the 
problems looked set to continue. 

Shares in Bernard Matthews fen by al- 
most 10 per cent on the news even 
though tbe company said a raft -of cost- 
cutting and efficiency measures would 
make the group more competitive. 

The Norfolk-based company, which is- 
sued a profits warning in May, yesterday 
reported a decline in half-year profits to 
£6.7m compared to £ 10.4m in the same 
period last year. 

It blamed the strong pound, higher in- 
terest rates, falling commodity prices 
and high cereal prices for the fafl. 

Tire strong poind has affected margins 
on exports and enabled imports to [dace 
pressure on turkey meat prices in the do- 
mestic market. The shares fell lOp to 96-5p 
compared to over 130p earlier this year. 

However, Bernard Matthews said a 
programme of cost reductions, efficiency 
improvements and a drive to expand 
branded product sales pointed to a more 
favourable outlook hi 1998. 

Overall sales in tire half year increased 
by 73 per cent to £IS5m with sales of- 
branded products op by more than 10 per 
cent. Overseas operations increased sales 
by 14 per cent 


Care First could be facing a shareholder 
revolt following a board decision not to 
reinstate Chai Patel, the group’s former 
chief executive who walked out last month. 
Keith Bradshaw, its executive chair- 
man^stepped down to non-executive chair- 
man yesterday. 

In a statement released after the mar- 
ket dosed, Care First said the board had 
agreed not to reinstate Mr PateL Howev- 
er, it is understood that two executive di- 
rectors, Tony Heywood, business 
development director, and Chai Patel 
himself opposed the deciskm. 

Tire board vote came after a tense day 
of meetings with the group's advisers 
Collins Stewart and SBC 'Wkrbuig. Though 
the board apparently told Mr Patel that a 
majority of shareholders did not seek his 
reinstatement, an independent source dis- 
agreed; “A large number of shareholders 
are very unhappy that Chai has gone. Many 
of them have talked about requisitioning 
an EGM. I am sure that if an EGM were 
held, they would vote for Chai*s re- 
instatement.” 

More than lOpercentof shareholders 
would have to write to the company asfc- 
ing for an emergency meeting. Shareholders 
are also thought to be unhappy that Mr 
Bradshaw will stay on as acting chief ex- . 
ecutive until a replacement isfound. 


Orphan assets boost 
Britannic Assurance 

Britannic Assurance shares jumped 93p to 939p yesterday after 
tbe insurance group unveiled {dans to use £lbn of “orphan assets” 
to boost dividends by 20 per cent a year for three to four years. 
The move follows Government agreement earlier this year that 
shareholders werefhe rightful owners of the assets, built up over 
the last 50 years. In its first half-year results since gaining approval 
for tire distribution, Britannic announced a doubling of its interim 
dividend to lOp net per share and forecast a full-year dividend 
20 per cent up to 33.6p per share. Britannic said it would put £75m, 
or 15 per cent of current assets, into shareholders’ fends each 
year as a smoothed investment return, which helped spur a 211 
per cent increase in profits to £80. 1m. Outlook, page 25 

Laing sees homes recovery 

John Laing, the contractor and house-building group, yesterday 
joined the chorus of builders forecasting a sustained recovery in 
the housing market Robert Wood, deputy chairman, said higher 
interest rates were unlikely to hit the market until 1999 and, de- 
spite possible signs of overheating in central London prices, they 
were not seeing a boom. “I think the market is sustainable”, he 
said. Laing reported a 41 per cent leap in group pre-tax profits 
to £12.4m for the six months to June, fuelled by the homes side, 
where profits mushroomed from £2m to £6.6m. Profits from the 
construction business rose from £500,000 to £I.7m, with work on 
hand up from £1.07bn to £1.14bn. 

Mortgage lending slows 

Mortgage lending slowed to a year-on-year rale of 8 per cent in 
August, down from 12 percent in July, suggesting the market is 
entering a more stable period, according to Barclays. Latest fig- 
ures from the bank, whose Barclays Mortgage Index covers all 
mortgage lenders, showed mortgage advances of £74bn in August 
down 7 per cent from the August figure of £7.9bn, the first fall 
since February. 

$1 .4bn Rolls-Royce order 

Rolls-Royce's Allison engines division could reap over Si. 4b n in 
sales after Embraer, tbe Brazilian aircraft maker, yesterday se- 
lected Allison AE3007A3 turbo-fans io power a new 37-seat re- 
gional jet. The UK jet-engine maker forecast that Embraer would 
sell 500 of its new EMB-135 aircraft, over the next 10 years. Em- 
braer said it would spend SlOQm to develop the EMB-135. 

Forex traders’ VAT hopes rise 

Foreign exchange traders could be in line for a windfall of up to 
£100m if a preliminary ruling on value-added tax is backed by 
the European Gourt of Justice, according to accountants KPMG. 
The Advocate General, whose opinions are usually confirmed by 
the court, has said in a. case brought by First National Bank of 
Chicago that VAT associated with transactions with non-Euro- 
pean Union parties can be recovered. 
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Steel forges ahead to make the running with Railtrack 


TAKING STOCK 


market REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 

STOCK 
MARKET 
REPORTER 
OF THE YEAR 


TWo privatisation shares made 
the stock market r unning. 
British Steel gained 10-5p to 
lS4.5p and Railtrack reached 
a new peak, up 32_5p to 
809.5p. Their display helped 
Footsie clamber back above 
5,000 points with a 36.7-point 
gain to 5,013.1. 

British Steel's performance 
stemmed largely from cur- 
rency influences but Railtrack 
was entangled in an array of 
rumours, ranging from the in- 
evitable share buy-back to 
mouth-watering estimates 
about its property poten tial 
There was talk Railtrack is 
near to clinching a lucrative 
deal with a leading property 
group and even suggestions it 
could attract overseas in teresL 

Stockbroker Panmure Gor- 
don was in the thick of the eac- 
citement, suggesting a 950p 
target price. 

Although blue chips Sailed 


to hold tbeir best levels they 
have already this week more 
than wiped out last week’s de- 
cline. There is evidence some 
of the activity is due to jock- 
eying ahead of tomorrow’s 
futures expiry. And stronger- 
than-espected retail sales, phis 
another unemployment fall, 
reawakened interest rate feais. 

Still, for once, there was a 
rush of interest in second- 
line shares with the FTSE 250 
index jumping 44 to 4,686.8, 
although the FTSE Small- 
Caps index was restrained to 
a 73 gain at 2.285.4. 

National Westminster 
Bank’s headlong gallop was 
reined back with the shares 
restricted to a 2-5p advance to 
877_5p. Hut the rumours con- 
tinued to fknv. ABN Amro, the 
Dutch bank that controls the 
Hoare Govett securities 
house, appeared in the frame 
as a passible bidder and talk 


Commerzbank was involved in 
a deal to buy NatWest’s secu- 
rities arm refused to fade. A 
further story surfaced about 
the sale of its Australian and 
New Zealand investment as- 
sets for a reputed £200m. 

The generators remained 
snbdued on the latest strictures 
from the industry regulator 
and the cautious noises made 
to analysis. National Power fell 
20-5p to 552*5p and FowtsGen 
22p to 755p. Worst perform- 
ing blue chip was British Air- 
ways, ruffled by further doubts 
over the American Airlines 
alliance. 

P&O sank 16p to 668p as 
its proposed ferry merger with 
Stena Line, the Swedish 
group, appeared to encounter 
Dot unexpected concerns from 
the European Union. The 
Eurocrats want the proposed 
link modified or they will 
block iL 


BG produced its buy-back 
and provided further evidence 
that it is better to buy on a 
rumour and sell on the fact. 
The shares, after their recent 
strength, fell lOp to 25&5p, 
dragging Centrica 3p down to 
&3-25p. 

Britannk Assurance, on 
its orphan funds transfer, 
surged 93p to 939p with 
United Assurance offering a 


Share spotlight 
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29Jp gain to 48 Ip. Glass- 
maker Pflkmgton, for so long 
in the doldrums, had the sat- 
isfaction of a 9p gain to 1563p. 
Confident noises on the 
Continent and Goldman 
Sadis support was behind the 
strength. 

Scottish Media added 83p 
to 657_5p on Salomon Broth- 
ers support and PizzaExpress, 
the eating out chain, pm on 
33p to 724p on Redmayne 
Bentley comments. 

Bass lost most of an early 
gain after a flat trading state- 
ment, ending just 0_5p higher 
at S44p. 

Vifryaall, mafemg he!K gp»nent 
takeover noises; gained 33p to 
327p but Tkacker Network, 
the car security concern, 
reversed lOOp to 575p as 
would-be bidder TrafBcmaster 
retreated. Dwyer Estates, a 
property group, rose 23p to 
69p after chief executive Jepy 


Erfandi said be might bid 70p 
a share for the 76 per cent he 
does not own. 

Lavendom, an equipment 
hire company floated at ]40p 
in October, rose 93p to 275p 
following investment meet- 
ings. Hard-pressed cider 
maker Matthew Clark hard- 
ened 6p to 230p on director 
share-buying. 

Sibir Energy finned to 
14-5p as Stancroft Trust, the 
investment vehicle of Nicholas 
Berry, lifte d its s take to 19.16 
per cent: JKX Oil & Gas 
stuck at 505p with the Ukrain- 
ian interest lifted to just over 
14 per cent. 

Finsbury Underwriting, a 
Lloyds investment trust, 
finned Ip to 1253p. It pro- 
duced encouraging figures but 
some wonder about a takeover 
bid. The Australian-controlled 
Pearl Assurance took a 5.97 
per cent stake last week. 


Boustead, suspended when It 
became a cash shell, is on its 
way bade to market 
Diamond Ace, a Hong 
Kong company, has acquired 
a 6L9 per cent stake and will 
make a mandatory bid at 
20.65p a share. Boustead, in 
turn, is paying £13J5m Tor 
S nnljipt-, a IHffponH 
ate, involved in civil engineer- 
ing. Its current year profits 
should approach £2m. 


Lottery King, one of the AIM 
companies to Gail well short 
of profit expectations, is 
striving to redeem itself. 
Profits were £4,000 against 
hopes of £850,000. 

A pubs lottery; withdrawn 
after the Gaming Board ques- 
tioned its legality, did the 


Its dubs lottery operation 
is going well and, with two 
directors not drawing pay; a 
sharp recovery Is expected. 
The shares are 1.75p. 
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Why China and India could remain poor relations 



DIANE 

COYLE 

ON 

ECONOMICS 


As the annual meeting of the IMF and 
World Bank gets under way in Hoag 
Kong, the flow of reports and books about 
globalisation has swollen to a torrent. 
One of the most interesting streams of 
thought concerns how individual countries 
can make sure they gain rather than lose 
from increasingly international investment 
and production, lo put it in sharper focus, 
is it possible to pick out a new set of “tiger” 
economies which will put on a spurt of 
growth to catch up with countries already 
well down the road to developed status? 

Many economists believe the key to 
development is that levels of income in poor 
countries tend to converge on rich ones. If 
places like Singapore, Thiwan and Korea 
have done this during the past couple of 
decades, whose turn is it next? 

The assumption that developing coun- 
tries will steadily catch up, is derived from 
from the conventional theory of economic 
growth. Growth depends on the pace of 
technical change in the long run, and for 
a given state of technology diminishing 
returns to additional production mean 
that less developed countries wfll grow fester 
than the developed ones, converging 
towards the most advanced. 

The question - who's next? - makes no 
sense, however, if convergence turns out 
to be the exception rather than the rule. 
And some of the recent research into the 
globalisation phenomenon suggests pre- 
cisely this. The new Trade and Development 
Report from Unclad looks at the evidence 
from both the years 1870-1913, which 
many economists have suggested as the 
closest parallel to the current episode of 
globalisation, and from the past 30 years. 
It concludes that divergence, rather than 
convergence, has been the dominant 
pattern. 


The dominant feature of industrialisa- 
tion at the turn of the last century was the 
industrial take-off in the United States. This 
allowed it to overtake Britain as the world's 
biggest economy and to pull further ahead 
of all the other successful industrial 
economies. The only catch-up occurred 
within northern and western Europe, 
where Germany and Scandinavia came 
from behind to match the performance of 
their more advanced neighbours. 

During the past 30 years, too, the Unc- 
tad report concludes, “Poorer countries 
grew on average more slowly than richer 
ones, giving rise to a trend of divergence 
in the world economy''. Although South- 
east Asia accounts for a bigger share of 
work! output, the gap between rich and poor 
has widened, with the rich getting ever 
richer. Again, there are some exceptions. 
Within the small group of OECD econ- 
omies there has been convergence. South- 
ern Europe, for instance, has drawn closer 
to the rest of western Europe by shifting 
economies away from agriculture into 
manufacturing and subsequently services. 

The report also presents evidence that 
inequality between developing countries has 
increased, with the very poorest countries 
in the world foiling further and further be- 
hind, suggesting that, contrary to conven- 
tional economic theory, there is no 
guarantee that there will be successive waves 
of “tigers”. If some countries do manage 
to catch up, the evidence suggests there is 
nothing automatic about iL Most of the 
countries that were richest in 1965 still are 
the richest, and most of the poorest 30 years 
ago are even poorer relative to the rest of 
the world. Almost as many nations have lost 
ground as have caught up in any way. 

Luckily, new theories of economic 
growth have an answer to this now. It lies 
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Kenneth Clarke, the former 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
may not be taking a seat on the 
board at his beloved Notting- 
ham Forest. But he remains as 
keen as mustard to get in- 
volved in some capacity. So as 
Forest heads for the market, the 
Hush Puppies king is going to 
do what any other diehard fan 
would - get his cheque book out 
and subscribe for shares. 

Mr Clarke made his pledge 
at the party on Tuesday night 
to celebrate The Independent's 
new look. Propping up the bar 
at Mezzo, the Soho eaterie, Mr 
Clarke responded with alacrity 
when prompted about the First 


Division club’s forthcoming 
AIM float. 

Thanks for r emin ding me,” 

he said, pint in one hand, cig- 
ar in the other. “Til have to get 
on the phone to ray broker” 

Sir Adrian Cadbury has long 
been an advocate of better 
standards in Britain's board- 
rooms. After afl, it was his 
committee's report bad; at the 
start of this decade that set UK 
pic on the bout of soul-search- 
ing that successive Greenbuxy 
and Hampel reports have not 
cured. So it is appropriate that 
he should be involved in the 
launch tty the Institute of Man- 


agement of two tools designed 
to help top teams assess their 
levels of skill and competency 
and so identify areas that need 
to be brushed np on. 

Check- A-Board. like the 
Directors’ Development Audit, 
developed with the aid of staff 
assessment experts SaviHe & 
Holdsworth, comes complete 
with a foreword by the great 
man in winch he says: “The days 
when directors could pick up 
the job as they went along are 
over.” Perhaps a few copies 
should be winging their way in 
the direction of former Cabinet 
ministers looking for employ- 
ment. 
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in replacing the conventional assumption 
of diminishin g retuns with the assumption 
of increasing returns to scale. This means 
that productivity rises rather than falls as 
output rises. Instead of an extra worker in 
a factory producing less extra value than 
the previous worker- because both are 
using a given amount of capital, the typical 
pattern is an extra worker producing more 
extra value. 

It is very plausible to suggest that 
increasing returns have become more im- 
portant in modern economies. For exam- 


ple, in much of the weightless or “knowl- 
edge-based 7 ' production which acoounts for 
more than half of the OECD economies’ 
output, the benefits of exchanging ideas, 
brainstorming or s timulating somebody 
else's creativity make productivity rise in 
industries like the media, education or soft- 
ware. In addition, there are big increasing 
returns to scale in marketing products and 
services for which global brands can be 
created. 

This type of framework can explain the 
divergence noted by the Unctad report. 


Economies which manage to get on a path 

that allows them to exploit increasing 
returns to scale m some sectors will get. 
richer. But there is nothing to guarantee 

that they get there What's more, where you 
get to depends tin where you start: future 
growth depends on past history. 

The evidence , of the post-war years 
that it is possible, to mark coun- 
tries down as winners and losers, accord- 
ing to research by Mbnojit Chatteiji, 
professor of economics at Dundee Uni- 
versity. Some, with favourable starting 
conditions, tend to duster ata high per capi- 
ta income level. Others tend to cluster at 
a low level. There might be convergence 
within each group, but not between them. 

There are few surprises in his two lists 
based on figures for national income per 
head over the years 1960-1990. But those 
surprises are instructive. On the margins 
are countries like Guatemala, Colombia and 
Malaysia, which with a bit of effort could 
still make it into the rich club. 

Firmly in the poor nations’ dub, how- 
ever, are China and India. Although many 
people - including investment managers - 
are betting on a rapid and dramatic catch- 
up on the part of these two emerging giants, 
by Professor Chatteiji’s reckoning there is 
nothing jo their economic history to sug- 
gsst they can make iL The position they start . 
from means the leap needed to catch up 
to the richest economies in their most ad- 
vanced sectors is simply top great to be fea- 
sible. Nor is there any inexorable force of 
economic development that guarantees 
years of rapid growth in these two giants 
as they converge towards Wfestern standards 
of Irving. Here is a challenge to the as- 
sumption at the IMF meeting that China’s 
catch-up will be one of the certainties of 
the economic landscape in the next 20 years. 


After two years of stability, it’s 
all change at the Financial 
Times' Lex Column. Jane 
Poller, head of UK companies 
at the FT and Joe Johnson, 
younger brother of Baris John- 
son, the Telegraph’s political 
pundit, bare been appointed to 
replace two of Lex’s fire-strong 
team. Mr Johnson isa hot shot 
corporate financier at Dentsdie 
Morgan Grenfell while Ms 
Fuller, who switches desks in 
October, is a long-time server 
at the FT. They replace ex- 
Treasray man John Kingman, 
who goes to BP, and Simon 
Davies, who will edit the F7*s 
capital markets section. 


Pity Bon Paterson, doyen of 
accountants Ernst & Young’s 
never-say-die technical de- 
partment. While most City 
types were spending August 
sunning themselves on beaches 
he was hard at work on the 
latest edition of the bean coun- 
ters’ bible. Generally Accepted 
Accounting Principles in die 
United Kingdom. Meeting to- 
day’s publication date entailed 
“several afl-rnghteis”, he re- 
flects. “Bigger and better” at a 
stunning 1,863 pages, the 
weighty tome makes a won- 
derful bookend or doorstop as 
well as comprehensive guide to 
the intricacies of the world of 
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finance. But aficionados of 
these things loddng for signs of 
the continuing “differences of 
opinion” between Mr Paterson 
and fellow Scot, Dadd TWeedie 
of the Accounting Standards 
Board, are likely to be disap-, 
pointed. 

Mr Paterson and his team . 
are more even-handed towards 
the ASB and have moved on to 
inter national themes. “Wfe’ve 
given more prominence to the 
Tntemafinnal Accounting Stan- 
dards Committee because it’s 
going to affect the UK more 
than before,” he explains. 

The revolution rolls on at GEC 


Industrial Metals 

IME ffftam) • c—h 


.with the appointment to the 
board of Bill Castdl, chief ex- 
ecutive of the life sciences 
group Amersham Internat- 
ional Mr Castell, who has ap- 
parently been recruited for his 
skills hr innovation, is the third 
new non-exec hired since 
George Simpson took over at 
the helm last September. 

No word yet, however, on 
which one of die non-execs will 
take oh the trickiest role at 
Stanhope Gate - chairing 
GEC’s remuneration commit- 
tee. After the fist Lord Rees 
Moggmade ofltejokwhoever 
GEC selects will need innova- 
tive skills by the bucketful. 
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Entrepreneur back in business 


Stoute's skill and patience er generation and often falling last to first in the home straight 
have been sorely tested by En- to one of his stable companions, to finish eight to 10 lengths 
trepreneur, the horse that PDaidskf or Sing gpjr*! - En try- dear, 
topped the sales as a yearling, preneur is to rejoin the fray in *1 was pleased with that," 
went through the winter as a the Queen Elizabeth II Stakes Stoute said. “ Eune p icue ur need- 
le ading light in Classics betting, at Ascot on Saturday week. 

galloped away with the 2.000 Yesterday he worked well at RICHARD EDMONDSON 

Guineas in the style of a world- the Berkshire track Just how NAP: Toi Toi 

beater, started odds-on fav- well is difficult to gauge. The (Ayr 4.00) 

ourife for the Derby, but was names of the riders on Ms two NB: Deep Finesse 

beaten, badly beaten. Stoute- trained work eompan- (Newbury 3.10) 

Although be managed to ions are known — Kevin Brad- 
reach fourth place behind Ben- shawand Grevflle Starkey, but ed a change. He has spent lots 
ny The Dip, Silver Patriarch and their mounts have not been dis- of time in Newmarket since the 
Romanov at Epsom, it was an dosed- In the hands of Michael Derby. We’D be coming back to 
exhausted, distressed Enfre- Klnane, the colt came from Ascot on Saturday week.” 
preneur that returned to the un- 
Michael Stoute has the knack saddling enclosure that day. 
of rehabilitating jaded, injured He had been bumped and buf- 
or just plain dapped-out hors- feted about the track and had 
es. It is probably his greatest skfll looked incapable of winning af- 
and he has no wish to share iL ter the field had raced no more 
Yesterday, after Entrepreneur than a couple of ftiriongs. A 
had completed an impressive hamstring injury was later di- 
mile gallop at Ascot racecourse, agnosed as causing at least part 

enquiries about the identities of the problem, 
and abilities of his galloping After a summer in which the 
companions were met with the races pencilled in for his come- 
response that be “could not re- back came and went — usuall y 
member*' who they were. falling to a member of an old- 


King for Central showdown 


King Of Kings and Central 
Park, two of the season’s lead- 
ing juveniles in Europe, could 
clash in Sunday's Aga Khan 
Studs National Stakes at the 
CurragbL 

- Aidan O'Brien, Ireland's 
champion trainer, said be plans 
to saddle two in the race. “King 


of Kings will run and be is very 
weD. We may also run Celtic 
Cavalier, who 1 thought ran OK 
at Sandown,” O'Brien said. 

Among a six-strong British 
entry is the Champagne Stakes 
winner. Central Park. This colt’s 
trainer, Paul Cole, could also 
run Mowbray. 


Hailed as the greatest 
horse of his generation. 
Entrepreneur’s standing 
crumbled when he 
trailed in fourth in the 
Derby. Yesterday he was 
back on course for the 
first time since June, 
working towards the 
Ascot race that could 
restore his reputation, 
writes John Cobb 


Meanwhile, the controversy 
surrounding the defeat of Pein- 
tre Celebre in last Sunday's Prix 
Niel at Longchamp has taken a 
further turn with the colt’s 
trainer, AndnS Fab re, ordering 
the removal of a quartet of hors- 
es owned by the Niarchos fam- 
ily from his Chantilly yard. 

Alan Cooper, representing 
the family, said: “The Niarchos 
family are complying with a re- 
quest from Mr Fibre to remove 
the four horses they have in his 
stable on the grounds that it is 
not possible to have horses in 
training with someone who 
does not want them.** 

Peintre Celebre ’s jockey, 
Olivier Pesiier, had blamed the 
tactics of Cash Asmussen, who 
was riding the Niarchos-owned 
Ithald for the defeat of his 
mount in Sunday's Arc trial. 
Fabre has said he will no longer 
employ Asmussen on the Niar- 
chos horses that be tr ains de- 
spite the fact that the 
Tteanhbom jockey has a retainer 
with the family. 


HYPERION'S TV TIPS 


NEWBURY . 

2.15: SWAIN Granted ri the first 
tax in arteijost bating far the Arc 
and shcnid be abte to outeiass to- 
days opposition. He is reported to 
have worked impressively in a 
Newmarket oaksp on Satntey and 

any approximation to the form 
shown when he beat Pteudskl in 
the King George at Ascot in July 
would ensue success here. 

UJO 

ZAS: Detached suveSance vwtad 
seem best for punters in this fas- 
cinating sprint BOLL1N JOANNE 
won with gusto at Doncaster test 
week and Kieren Falon is again 


in the sadda Bookmakers are tak- 
ing no chances with her morrvng 
odds, however, if she fails to re- 
produce her very best form, the 
Ekes of Almaty, Dashing Blue, 
Deep finesse and Rambling 
Bear wi be on hand to take ad- 
vantage: Aknaty is 31b better oM 
at the welrfits lor the 1 7s lengths 
by which the favourite beat him at 
Dcxicastec Fraricte Dettori rides Al- 
maty again and whether he uses 
forcfog tactics wi be intriguing. 


3.15: CENTRE STALLS, can take 
this. He has been #ven plenty of 
time to get over his hard race when 
a neck second to Allied Forces at 
Royal Ascot 

□m 

3.45: Simon Dowb Epsom yard 
appears to be hitting form and 
PREMIER NIGHT, fourth at 'fork 
last time when Shaft Of UgM was 
Just ahead in thkd, can reverse the 
form with Lord HtntingdoriS grey 


Newbury 

— 3.10 
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NEWBURY 


2.10 Pantar 
2.40 Swain 

3.10 Bollln Joanne 


HYPERION 

3.40 Centre Stalls 
4.10 Premier Night (nb) 

4.40 NOBLE DANE (nap) 
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AMERADA MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £15,000 added 
2YO 7f (straight) Penalty Value £11,284 
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BETTING: 7-2 Dr Ftefl, 4-1 Mittal Wrapt, 92 RtoktoFtinrL 7-1 Rrtar, 8-1 liuijrik, 10-1 Chryre- 
to. 12-1 tod Sky M h, T*-t Quod Sritn. Patapoa, 29-1 atbara .. 
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FOfUl GUIDE 

LUA, ■ e&000{yw Lahfo hHtttrother » Decorator! Ham be the bettor for hta Ung- 
Md detwt forth Wthfod Sadton and tool® tha pick of it* mo w«» nperiere* Hoewrac; 
Mb wi probably go to ■ nawcamar and Dnd Lodwk FRANKE RRRARI mighl b« the 
one A ffflQPOOgna puchaa* Frartda Frirrari has wtwt could bo tin baal of the draw to 
stafl 17 and Rat Eddery ta booked wtia the atabtes youngsters hawo bean In cracking 
term Dtettfrt larajja frwar Chappte-Hywj and Prater (tan BtadtoB) are from stables 
which do vwfl hare. panfoutarfy in tha /uvanio racev Distant Mrage, a ztLOOOjfos Gear- 
toon oott. la hMKWJIher to the irahi Roane In Tha 9nta* and Pantar. a «n o* dual Dar- 


w 


r victor Shktoy H ei gh t s . wbs a BGDOO yetting. befog hatf-brotear to a winner in Lowar 
i Tbne. Dr Ffoog. a Krta colt from Harry Ceori yard waa a 425P00 dolar purchaaa 
and must bs kept on the right Bany ntr Chryaoflti - who aporla tha tony Shead 
ata of V092JX0 (Unaaa ham "top On Wbod - to another Krk cod and made R43POOgna 
asayaarihg. SatacUon: FRAMOE FERRAH 


GOING: Good to Ffcm (Ranetromater reactoig Z&Q 
STALLS: Straight ooine - stands stde: rami couaa- inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Ugh far 51 to to> on straight cctna. 

• Left-hand come 

• Cone to southeast of town naor A34 Ftal station (service from London. P&ftfcnm) 
ac^oins coma ADMISSION: Members £T7;laiters»te £10; Slwr ling M (OAPshttfprio^ 
Accompanied 17-yaanoida or undar free al enckwsas CAR PARK: Free: Plertc area £» 
par car pus W par panon or £5 par car ptea is par parson. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: P Chapple-Hyam — 3B winnantram 170iwteragiv®«asuo- 
cess ratio of 22A%; j Goadan 36 horn M0 (257%); R Harmon 29 from 445 (65%); J 
Dunlop 23 from 187 p25%). 

• LEADING JOCKEVS: J Raid 57 wins from 306 rides gives a success ratio of < B0%; L 
DaHori 48 from 236006%); Pst Eddery 34 from 304 (ft2%l;TQiAnn 31 from 2S5 ftl7%L 

• FAVOURITES: 2Q5 wins In 602 races (341%). 

BL1MCB1E0 Rim TIME: EaeycaB (3M: Mteto Don (vieomd) (MO}. 

WWNERS IN LAST SEVBI DATS: ladnfght Escape (330) won to laep antote s si on Stoudsn 
LONGDISTANCE RUNNERS: Star Rage fM» hes bean sent 237 triae by M Johratan tern 
MddBham, North 'ferisshra; BoMn Joanna $.«) sent 229 mitos by T Easterly from Qaat 

I L.liiim a ■ ■«- linli.Ai' ■■ 

HocMon, Nonn TOnowirft. 


2.40 


DOUBLEPRINT ARC TRIAL 
£50^XM) added im 3f Pe 


(class A) \rbC2 

~ £31/434 


— To] DUBAI AIRPORT WORLD TROPHY (Listed) ibr/'o 
(CLASS A) £50,00051 34yds Pen Val £31 ,795 l pp " 


V0000 CnOFTPOOL{l){D) portrytocbCtoiacs)JGte«r6S4 
•00521 HBMGHTBSCAPE(5}{D)pfarvynl!an4CWM492 

■mx 0EB> HHES8E (9f) (Df^hfn £ 9rs) M Jtova 3 8 1 — 

3VXXC AUUTY(M(D)fDSs^JGosdm4ai3 

434586 BRAVE aKEm{D) Jtaris VUs PwtwahW R Hanncn 8 B D DmOTfcMBfflB 


.TSprstom M 
-StadasIS THJ 
JtoBMwyioffl 
_L Mtorl I V TT9 


660000 SYUlARARADBEn (Eddy&iit*tol HonjBJ 813 JIRNmaTTOt 

I FtortntWM B Madwn 3 6 B.. 


090205 EASVCmWm^^FWmnrtpi0tfMh(n36T2 Jl M*u22 8 ?W 

ffiZ- TffST CflfflC (3B3) (□) (BF) (HanihnN Itolikxfr4 BItortuy3Bl2 — RMb3120 
340035 Hast QOLF ROSE WR flaw aacngjTJttejtiter 6 BTl — PWJ Eddwy1»ll7 

-13221 BOLLM JOANNE [Lady V*sfcrcck)7&itort>f 488 K Woo M 120 

M05 EVBDiGPBK»MANCE{28HCD)[UsDBhddur9KCsndy6Ba-CIUtor5TU 

065220 PATSY GRB4ES (8) (C) p) [JK Grimes) JS Moore 7 BB W J O'Connor 4 105 

- 18 « 


ROMS 

WWl SMAM94{Garicttt4SiBedbiiSuoorSBg LDsttriim 

2-filC ARABUN STORY (4^ (G){!heDMl Lad)intngdon492 PslEddaySTM 

0«M CLBKENMHL(U5A)(14)(ShilihlMammB4MSKiAB492 JRsH2f0? 

24063 POSDONAS(19(Cq{AavaOttoodnteu)PCctoS92_. .TOdna5n8 


442-50 SUNKAMDANCE(USA)(27)(God4^S^t*iSuoor369 AHMiAlM 

BETTMGt 47 Swain, 41 Ctorismwefl, 1V2Ambton Story, 7-1 PoNtonm, 66-1 Sisiban Dais*. 

FORM GUDE 

With the race ccndtuns In Ns favor, SWAIN to dffledt to oppose True, iha trip to a M- 
Ub snort of hb heel hut than should ba no hanging about wttti Sunbeam Dance aettog 
as pacemaker Swain wwe w aa egulaywteneroittie King Qborib from PfcudNri and He- 
Bsaio in afield which contarad the winnaraof32 Group races (17 Gmtp Ones), haring 
pwvloiwiy gone uidar a head to Shantou In the Pmcess of Vtotoab Stahas at Newmar- 
kettoJriy. That datoat was nto first outkig since a Hard to T^udsld and Stogapidri tha 
Snadanr CuplurtMWoodbtoatoaiOctobocHe had nn tounh to the Arc before that 
and landed the PifcFby M Longchamp a year agp delaahng Pantke half a tongto, The 
Nadiwanfiv»yearqldaBo1nol(thaCqtii n totonCi4jlBStyeeM ii n at BringStoggpaanBck. 
None of Swaink four rivals can matoh that sort of tom and tha pick of them m&tt be 
Ctarfcanwel. Hie M96 Bxr Handcap wtonac hawig hto first outtog since toat October 
when Inchad outbySBmrainatSakrfauyaforirkdaaoa««aawaRtodiiwiaceki the 
aiawBidar mom after being carried toft Ha la boml to pnaaaa tor ihal outing and iriglt 
go tor the AMboune C14J to Novamhac Another possWa fer thto race to Arabian Story, 
who beat Harebour Dues tone tongthe M Epaom on Deity whan gatttog 3b and toi- 
lowed up on todtyk track, baton flrxfrig Harbou- Dues a neck too good on 3b vrerae 
terns to Oenmaik. Selection: SMAM 


te of Damtote abo successful ■ 'itark in May and ptaoed In her three runs in between 
thoBavtotoriaagcthomatyatongMiandaqu a i lB i li tmABaaty on town Moor w ri hEaey- 
ceB (In ftetteie bUcars textoy) a kartongth fihA Brave Edge soah «md Croft Pool eighth 
of ten. Strictly on the book. Almaty wdhhw 3to advantage, chouia mnla it pretty dose 
but BqMi Joanna to by te the moat conaatant o» the par aid dvdd confkm superiori- 
ty. BUm Blue, beaten a nedc and hall a tongto by Dmfima (who waa getting 8b) 
In toe SGrunnar Stswattkr Cup, won too Ftettond Hamflcep at Doncetoar ekht drys ago 
-Patey Grimes and 9yfva Paredtoe lttoand i Stoaf22-Bndml(totpmaBaNnJoantob 
taJChest rival Cyrano W Lad was a 50-1 chancebtoatanthorpeatYtirkbutranaasdi- 
s^ totrlfi to dauri JiMtes Coastal BL/ff told Ya Matolc. began a tongto - Cve nto g- 

p Mfc wn— and Haver Golf Rose dose ip b atted M 6> and abtowsICrottfttoLEaaycal 
and Almaty in toe rack. Goatorth Park Cup victor Moon Stte afihou^i daapposdng last 
tone when fourth to tteft Ret at Sandowrv and recert Laopaidstown scorer Midnight 
Escape can atoo Igura Satoodnn: BOUJN JOANNE 


q^nl DUBAI DUTY FREE CUP (Listed) (CLASS A) [Rdrio 
£50,000 7f (straight) Penalty Wafiw £32^55 l pp ^ 


1 

2 

3 

4 

3 

6 61404 CYRAHO’S LAD P6) (U U Ftxkjw) C DwyrS 8 'Q JF«tanal120 

7 52Q31 DASHMGBLUEiB) p)fl*s Duran Aton)lBaUng48B TQdnn87t6 

B -2GM. UOON STRBTE (FFQ (19) ff)) (BF) JA Faatt] P Herring 7 8 Q— -R Oochrane It T08 

9 303003 RAIMUNGBB«n(CDBF){l*9MI«)UBkndtod48G J Md 15 114 

V 

n 
« 
u 

14 

% 

5 

-IBdedwad- 

BETTlNttlMBoMn Joanna, 1W P a shto g Btoa, 7-1 Ated» BwmnBpwfansanea, 9-1 itoM^a 1 
Escape, 16-1 CyratxYs Lari, 12-1 Haw God Rosa 141 Rantotoig Bair; 141 othars 2 

FORM GUIDE 3 

BOUJNJQAimE8Mtostop{rihertormand.wimabNoutetot1ghikMrandKtoren 4 
fiaton agdn to the sodda she can ^toptemert tost wwaWrDoncas*Br(Listo«5 victory fiotoi 5 
Joanne who slays a ml a. was rehming to todayb mtoumum far toe tost time there 6 

since IwHeydodr saccate to Blue Ife on hsrsfrjgtostart'aa a twn-ysanofcL The daugh- 7 


1 0602 C8mESmiS(B3)(D){APpKjBytRJdrtonftaug*n490 TCUm9fZf 

2 02001 NEUWEST (USA) (40) (CD] (P Gwen) R AJebra 5 B D -SSntowalllOD 

3 12303 RUSSWN REVIVAL (TM) (Q (htekuiiAlltoltoun)JGaadBn4 90 — LDaBortOtn 

4 300054 WORLD PflaHBT (3ff) (MB C Bncar) C ftCtati 4 90- DnsOTMiSlOO 

5 41-144 YALAEHUE (116) (CD) (Uakkun A!UBtourijUSkxito360 JCRAsrSIM 

6 GDIS HATTHS (28) (C) (ItondanNUtom) PWtoryn3611 RHM2112 

7 tJtMl »SOOBIIIEADOW(2S)P)(Q9»MtridspilBtktoB3B-n MEddwy41l7 

B 0606 MUQEA (13) (Alton kMeSnarta) M QamonS B 11 JRMmbS 109 

9 cease OMAHACm n3)[D)(&enQOylJc!)Ba*by3B11 JtCodBm7T05 

V -ISOS SOMET STATE (39) (R E Ssn^isr) P ChBppto+^am 3 S 11 PwlEddetylO 107 

11 1-111 BMrAl£AAQrcAfG9)(SteHiAtirBdAllbU)lin}MSkUtaaB6 JRddITIO 

-11 dadwed- ' 

BEITING: 41 Btt Afeaaitya. 41 Cntra SbO*. 5-1 Mddsa Maadmt M VUdatem. T-i tonstan 
Haritel 141 Mm*. 16-1 Hatiah, 20-1 Wbrld ftaator, 26-1 Omaha 0*33-1 nthsm 
FORM GUIDE 

BtNT ALBAADfYA, uidaietead attar tour racea - three thb yeer- has been working wal 
and can carry on tha good work. Those wra were el at ala turionga toe mote recant 
when finishing tost to prove a nedt too good tor BoNn Joanna at Ybric (Listed) In June, 
tha pte bur tongto ctoac Mchaaf Stedte ctusga m* have no froubto rwto (he atere te- 
long - dtob by Wbodman out d a Golden Rases ma* - and can show tha way home 
at fiia main expense of Centre Sttte. Ftdm Johnson Hou^aonb nniat; who needs a 
fast-run race to produce hs beaL was buccbssU at Sandown and Hampton tost season 
and totowed hb dadshie Ttark wbi in May with atobd behind Boera Sham and mixa- 
quent HnnJwic*» Stakes hare Prectepp io b tha Brigadar Gerard at Sandown and aao- 
ond to ABad Forces h the Queen Anna at ftojbl Ascot Hidden Meadow looted smart 
when winning toe Free I bn r fca p by five lengths on hb reappear a nc e and when bolting 
14) by toe same margin at Epaom an Derby (ty- Unplaced In toa 2000 Guineas to be- 
tween tooaa wma, bn BakUngV charge was again out of toe frame In tha Oreen Anna at 
floyel Asc ot bu! he is reported to have hrt fis head hard on toe u«y to the coine. Ai- 
thoutfi a Jaappo tot mant When fatsto 10 Decotteed Haro over toefayk coure and de- 
tance, Hdden Meadow cams good again when beating Poteen hall a length at Mirk led 

timeandhe wi not bate aaayltproductog ho best. Vstaletenee got home by ahead 

from Revoque in toe Grecnham Stakes mar course and datance In April (blowing with 
fourths in both toe French anti tosh 2000. Selection: BWT ALBAAOTA 


4.10 


TRIPLEPRINT HANDICAP (CLASS B) £20,000 
added 2m Penalty Value £14,070 


BBC2 


-CDC3 GREY SHOT (19) (D) iJ C Errtto) I Brteng5 1) 0 

ODDS JnflQf (EMpteateAlMsfdnunlEDutopAgii 

04333 CUffL6«(15)[U»d'AteacdOWRHBm764 

03310 SHAFT OF UGKT(B) (The Oaai)LadRitegdan592 

-D3W3 GO BRTTANMA (24) (S fttity) D Lodsr 4 B O 

004000 STWEFAK(8)(C)(RByR«hsrttoB«»381t 

25020 RAFFLES ROOSTBtpfl) (Malt A tateren) ANsKxnha588 SDrewo«6112 


— L Drriori 10 102 

RKb4 7M 

-Pad Eddwy 7 114 
.TQekn3V112 


R Cochrane 5 104 

-Re Eddwy 9 TOO 


8 04U23 STAR RM3E (5) (D) (J Date AtidQ M Jornstcn762 NArtorasBltB 

9 02004 PREMBlNXiHr|M{Q)(DGQimnn)9Daw4B2 SSaBdarallM 

t) 365090 FLETCHER (8) (Lady Itarcpcttto) H M3msan3 B 1 R F&WV* P)2 10? 

-ladacbrad- 

BETTMQ: 62 Staft Of llgta, 5-1 (Wfiat RoMter, 41 Gray SheL 7-1 Go Britarsds, JytwlL Star 
Ibga, 41 Pisrate NUt, 10-1 Cuff Unk. 12-1 State Fah; 30-1 FtoWiar 
FORM GUIDE 

SHAFT W UGKT is 7to and 9te woras off respeciivefy with Raffiea Roaster and Cufl 
Link, who he beat by had a length and a length and a guarte at Cheatar las month, but 
bat* fancied to confirm toa form Raffias Rooster tatarfinbhBd only nth of 21 si toe Eboc 
wtriB Cuff Lmk (hom Dick Hami n-torm stable} went on to taka minor honows to a List- 
ad prize al Baden-Baden The selection gatoefl a nsuwey win si the Moat & Chandon 
Siver Magrun at Epsom and waa tort to Sauwlto Bay al Doncaster eqttt days ago with 
PreRdarKtegM more than two lengtis atoift to tourto. State Mr ninto and Fletcher tenth 
They al meet on toanticaJtems hem Grey Shot has bean taekfeig Borne at the top say- 
tog races -he was short-headed too Group Ttei at Longchamp in May -and is to a hand- 
icap for the first time this term. Howmte Gray Shot finished some nay behind Jfyuah 
when boto were wel beaten to the Ascot Gold Cup Jryuah won a Goodwood handicap 
easily before toot, and his tmplaced run bat fame was to a Listed contest at Chantiy 
Selection: SHAFT OF LIGHT 

BONUS PRINT HANDICAP (CLASS D) £20,000 added 3YO 
fillies 1 m 2f Penalty Value £14£15 

1 2-1 SU6MBttMNC£G4(CMvetoyPrriiaaj(4M9KteB97 JRald7 

2 -44446 KAUNKA(a4)(BteFte*BCU))PCcte95 . ..T Quinn 6 

3 2305 YK3KT EL SULJAN ftt) (D) (Bf) (G S □ InpOflSl B iAdbinn 9 5 JRxteMtS 

4 31122 WSWIG STONE (26) (Bf) (Ltekaun Al kbSikirn) E [krteq 9 4 KRAtelO 

5 23062 SBlET1E(iq{lksJI»atep)DHsydnJones94 SDrewnolS 

6 232221 MffimAIK(fB)(EJUteM)DlJ0ibr94 R Cochrane 12 

7 -10005 GFTTOKBl{26) (IksDSfe) DQtePMIM RPkendi(^14V 

B 05540 MARE DOHA (FR) p4) (Lord Ftabonch) 1 Bating 9 2 M14MUB3V 

9 61 SHASXA (X) (D) (Shekh MtoermecQ JGostier B 1 LDetori2. 

O 408)0 HAPPY GO LUCKY (19) (Wltanhe Manor) R OSAen 8 13 _ J)ana0TtoO8 

11 323 KHA2UWTB.DAR(N) (Bf^ (htamdBi AIMakkun) WRHBmS V RHfcl 

-B 66002 MYVALBfTBiApCJ |DJDe0)BHs8D P* Eddwy 16 

O 060230 NC«E DAME (13) (Bestow ROTwratteiP Haris 8 4 CRoaw9 

14 36013 COME TOGETHER (41) (BF)(Ch^7<J DArtzJtlra 63 SSMdanS 

15 354 S1UrERWl«S.(50) (WVMW&IAsE5FfcCtis)RCteton83 TSpnten 

S 123432 ARHOT4G p)i^F)(WyckrhlS»x? JHb61 MHany(qi7 

V 500454 SUNALBir(lfiA)(19(X51aa)UR^b» 7 > NAtbna4V 

-17 declared - 

BETTING: VI Vftahlng Storm, VI Nghtiark, 7-1 Summer Dance, VI SaleHs, Shades, Vl Anb- 
Hig. 1V1 Krkfa, Wiailnal B Dae My Vdentlna. 12-1 VMM El SuBw, 1V1 CoraaTbgWhac Sbar 
WWri. in GttTUna, Maria Dora. Note Dana, 20-1 otban 
FORM GUIDE 

Soma of these ate tsdetog a hondcap tor the fib time and tob can goto WISHING STONE, 
who has already won to this company - detesting the older Fancy Des^n a tongto and 
a hall at Windsor to Jtey. The daughter of Dsyfrr Mowed with a neck defeat by Apache 
Star at Glorious Goodwood and a two-and-a-hatf-tength second to Rxnona on a reean 
-to the Bericshss track. She was unraced at two and can improve. Summer Dence. who 
is on 9st 7to tor her hanticap debut ftobhad nasiar-ite o" her slngto start at tw arte has 
abo had only toe one run so far fab season - touting toe odda at Newcastle leaf month. 
That farm amomts to Into but mem to mudi better to come from toa Sy. who is by Sadarfc 
Wans out of lha Shktoy Natfits mare Hyabela (heVsster lo top-ctoss Stagecraft and re- 
laiad to lOig George wnnar Opera House). Nightlaric. another tetectrig a handfcap tar 
the firstttne hare struck term wkh a v engeance whan comteg home by a tisrance at 
Cheste -BthmougrtywsVdBservedBuccess after five 5BContts, few IhtoyeBc John Gos- 
dank Shaska. odds-or winnar of a Sanitown maiden three weeks ago on only her sec- 
ond appearance to boute to progress arte ootid poae a threat - together with KhazJnat 
El Oar, who has bean placed si her three new and to from toe in-form Ock Ham yard. 
Satoeftm: WGHNG STONE 


4.40 


AYR 


2.30 


HOUDAY M AYRSHIRE & ARRAN MAID- 
EN STAKES (CLASS D) £6,000 2YO 7f 

0 ARCTIC STAR (8) HChenoi 30- A»tecfcBy7 


HYPERION 

2.00 Sandslde 230 Rbqusstor3JX) Baby Grand 
3^0 Goretskf 4.00 Marattran Maid 4^0 flighty 
Ho 5.00 Pai De Memories 


GOING: Soft (Good to Soft to ptacaa). 

STALLS: Stra&d cousa - stands alda; ramaktear - kwtia 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Nona 

• Left-hand galopkia causa 

• Course to E of town on A7SB Ayr ral titelon (servteefrwntSas- 
gow) TTVAOMSSIOH: Club C16; GkandstendEa CAR PARK: Free ■ 

• LEAXNNG TRAINERS: M Johnston -21 winners from 147 ruo- 
raw fH3%), A Btilay 1V108 f«7%3, MreM Ravelay *87 1«5%). 
J Bony 14-20* (6fl%x 

• LIADMQ JOCKEYS: K Ctetey-37 wins from f78 rtees C2QB%1 
J Weaver 2B-T48 (188%), J Canon 17-1*1 (12.1%), D HoOand 9- 
57 (263%). 

• FAVOURITES: 163 wtas In 457 races (357%). 

BLINKERED FIRST TW6 Great Lytft Laae (26(9; Easfsre Purple 
(300); Ultra (460) - 

VfRMERS M THE LA8TSEVB4 DAYS: Juat Bob (Ayr 33Q won at 
Doncaster on fiktey 

L0NG4M8TANCERUNMRS: Hafmabara (3Dq; Dead Aim (UXft 

8 BoW Bualar R3Q) haw bam sent 378 irttes by I Stefiig few . 

Krwactore Harepafwa. ■ 


WMEBaUHECnormBD DamNUCerwnS 

GYPSY PASSION MJcfnten 90— DHoftarteA 

6 NAUTICAL IKAWflNO (26) II 'famdtos 90 — J Weaver 14 

RSTON lksA&wrtank90 J Lowe 10 

3222 REQUESTOR (Z^JRbGanU 90 AO**w6 

memo STM J Barf BO AMeGboail 


BETTMGt 64 Raquaate VI NauficNMimtag, 7-1 Gypsy Passion, Are- 
fie Ak VI Mtoa VMM, 16-1 RytetoU Ste Osyfareti, M-1 otoara 


V 53(454 UANOtO (R1) {29 (P) J Berry 4 6 5 Clowfter®7B 

11 263040 AMR0N(I9) (C) (0( JBsayt)64 KDatbytt 

C 204325 JOH«RO(Z7)(Q)JGcMb 4B3 TWItonaS 

G 360050 MGHIMGALE80NGp8QMMeadb382 JlMteri(7)21 
It 664263 WttUAirS WHJ.(T7) (D| HWEsSferiy362 


4.30 


50 8AINTE9 (15) WkkK»rn90 — 
6 fiW7ONGREY(29)PGtens90. 


_CLotrtowp)3 

.JFEpnl 



2 AflCTTCAlR(40) EVWyrrwaB KOtetoyB 

46 DAYBREAK (24) JWWtoeB 9 JC*noi12 

0 »OrKI#G«r<23)IIMMd#89 RNn«nf!)« 

64 MBSVMQi(43)MasLPtizata9 _TEDorc«np)2 

00 SET TRAIL (27) JhhreaiBS EJofmsM9 

-14i' ‘ 


— On) T1MEFORM HARRY ROSEBERY TRO- 
-W( pHY (CLASS A) £15,000 added 2YO 5f 


.00 


, EAGLE TAVERNS SELLING STAKES 
I (CLASS E) £5,000 added 2YO 5f 

44305 SAHDStOE(ta)(D) JBsny92 PFrarayW 1 

35U00 BumnaGES(iqMWuart»«i) t L ucres 

SR30 P*mCULSYTH(13)(D)N-rWtorBT1 — KknTtaUarSV 
0 CAROL SINGSI 9IBA) (13) MJdmcn86 — 4W»3 

IMChsrrcnBe KDsrier7 

J Creel 11 


COO CDNEWSRDlMDpBfMOhimsiBO. 
200 OLDBBLEYE(1S) JWVIteiB#. 


1 ma amtiaoo(tai(m7DBmmav^xMmttf Harts 

2 20840 BfnSHfiNG(3^(D)MltadBB1l — RHsritaaG 

a 22262 BLUEKmjQNUfcntomBIt JWrewrl 

4 064 EASTBtN PURPLE (26) (BF)RM<VB II — JCnrel6B 

5 40SIG BBIBfTHDtXE(l6|(0| (BF)RHrencn8l1^K0artoy7 

6 40. TOW7W*(#D(C?«tol.ftea#91l JFE^bA 

7 42182 KAUMHB1A (26) 1 Btting 8 It MwltaDwyw2 

8 06 EMMAJ0UN(16) AJwteifi ClreWhrr9 

9 4»D rrSALLREUUNE(aq(p)JBany86 OHolredS 

-Bdectorari- 

BETTWG: lMHabMhare»9BbrG«aad,&Aml>UrpreV1 Bswcte 
Duke. VI ftterTtek. iVt Bbs Kte, lb AO Retetoe, 1V1 otoerm 

ISLE OF ARRAN HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£8,000 added 5f 


8 1110330 T1EWAD M) DNchobiSI : 1 

* 06001 DMNEMBVP(B4)(D) AJWM491 — 

17 46500 GOLD EDGE UChwranS711 

8 00830 MUNGOPARK(64)(09MsJFtomran37ii 

. — Mafia Dayar2S 

8 29CS CAM»NNaR(18(BF)TEasarty478_LCtianock6B 

20 400025 RNJJUM(17)(D)OI*bn97B KStadRUB 

21 360560 RKHGLOWP2)(C0)NByadt67 8 DfiM^ttg 

22 28405 RIANG HAROLD (7) M Oman 4 7 8 APoB(5)15 

23 00600 ANOTtETNKafTlIARE (19(D) RMcKter570— 

KkaTMbrlfi 

31 033300 LEADBIG PRMCEBS (47) (CD) Mas L Penan 67 0 

^ Barley p) 13 B 

25 00066 ANOTVB1 B’tSODE (22) (CO) Vtes LPeratl B 7 H 

-JMcAuby(7)4 

26 453000 S0C FOR LUCK (17) p)DNdan578 NPcflad(7)20 

-aBdadind- 

Mn uu u weight 7st lOb. TimtmScspme^tPa^jr)7at9b.Kc}>aaw 
TS B&, Rfiq ftere? 5 fiaOtxx Mgltawe Tit 38. Lferfco Pmcass l An- 
dnar Episode 7S. So Far Ludt Ba Bb 

BETTING: 7-1 Grata*, VI AM Bob. Cantontre^lVI LadySher«,Sb*a 
Carrie, BlacoaMi Lad, Manato, Utraga Pitt, 14-1 etters 


KJLKEHRAN AMATEUR RIDERS HAND- 
ICAP (CLASS F) £4,000 added 1m 3f 

1 30DCO DOMMDmrER(R9l*aA9rinta«4UO_MMLItel0t>(7)» 

2 6401 B0LDBUSTHTpi)(T7llMteg41t 0 Ur A Biting 11 

3 1D0S6 SUMHCni ML SPECIAL (IB) (C)D Bute 6 ATI 

Mtas ERurebec p) 2 

4 00200 REXMUNU(e)(C0)P&am5Tie MrAEww^)12 

5 08264 MBftALASANYTTM (17) (Q (□) D Hayi*> Jneefl 11 9 

lfrJOeMw«(7)6 

6 BOSS RUHTYH0(iamPMteyn3117JlteSSsmetti(qiV 

7 20655 WES™ttS7HT(48)(CO)LSTcrrtishs5T18 

-UrM 


4.00 


3.30 


GREAT umi LASS (21) P Bans B 6 JF^pi4B 

55004 KETTLESBIG (24) MWEBMrtVfifi JI HoaredS B 

00 PBMY fiMSTLE (13) TEaasrty66 --LTtem orej 

03 FOLUriNRWMMMMBrtSB 

04405 PMP6 OF BRYN pi)D anti 6 &._ - .Cteaterw; 

000160 8UNBfBNEPET(B3> JjOlbiSB AQ8wne10 

-TSdicinfl" 

OK; ilteSndMa. 94 Bam fine, 114 ntqrCteqfto,M Gre* 
MMW W-1 era* Stopac 1V1 ctora. 


3CH6 LADYSHSWF(M (DJ M W&sfcrtyfl U0 


(7)7 B 

-pwn» SDUREC0RRE(19)(C0)DQBpnan598^QaaHl9 
00260 PRBJEOFBROCRBI(B7) CThcnagn499— JOurall 

tnei G0RETSIQpM(D)NTHdv499 JJHotetel7 

000306 SWtoOfl95(TJ)P&are391 JFEgreZS 

606000 SWYfCDWOHEAM(4q(CO)JWiMan488-JlnM3 

■PM BREC0NGUUD(2M(P) MnSH*587— JWMnr9 

040001 JUSTBMW(CIBSI08toWl8BrPte-J««»«rai rai « 
-00006 LB9KK L£WB (K^morltixte 5 8 B-AWchoB* (7) 26 


MIKE FlYNN 50TH YEAR HANDICAP 
(FOR THE BOGS IDE CUP) (CLASS C) 
£10,000 added 3YO 1m 7f 
3ie» HEART OF GOLD (42) fifes S HOT 9 7 — -.-AlfcflkWS 

TBS22 LITTLE ACORN (58) SCWfems96 KDariayll 

4328 UFFRE po) J Gasdre 9 5 JCrarolSB 

6423 RCTfiU. CROWN (72) P ChtecbHysm 9 4 — RHnBa(3)3 

4S21 VKXIBOMMA(2£l)UJchctean8 8 douMUl 

V32Q DEADAMt (t3) t Bafctegfl C Umtki0wy*4 

asa T01 TOI (15) D Artuftnot 8 11 SfiNteotoB 

00048 MAHAIK7N HAS) (Ifl R Fahey 8 9 RWtaetan(7)10 

00528 WCH0LF»7Y{l^irMpkhiB4 DEfoB*2 

62218 TAR9raf(t5)KBoksB4 JFEgsni 

SO 00 YOURS Mg’OffT (3S)J WV ttts 7 C LCtenra*7 

Mrtorea *9#* W 1 Ota 7hra Itondrsfo wablc tera to 5port 7* Otx 
BETTMe 4-1 VW Ronraa, 114 LKrs, VUmkAcran. 7-1 Renal Ctomi, 
Deed Aka, rfchol F«y,Tto**n. 1V1 1 


ffliev 

8 38560 ALPMEMNTKER(16)ttsMRMfey4113 — IbSSwtaaS 

9 42082 F0RZA1RT22) JJONei5O0 MrR hbbS 

8 6895 BRAMBLBBWnr(a9MsMFMey88BJ*NEJana(7)19 
II 050250 LORD ADVOCATE (17) W D Note 9 8 8 

HraDYHkfcwrai (7) 14 B 

8 06640 PHTPOUtLUGHT(43) JJCter4 80_UrVUk*nUcP)17 
8 Q3S30B SAGEBRUSH RCLLH1 pt^ JWVABsSCfeJkT JBaryP) 13 H 

14 B640Q SUEDOROCN JGotie784 MrCQUsbra(7)10 

8 0305 SPICKANDSnUf f47)C Thornton 38 4.JeJCmte>y (5) 2D 
8 68125 PHlMST(31)(D)lfiRLRKTte5 83 — MteABreylSB 

17 86300 MOWLAM® (DID Chapman 683 J8toRCbrk8 

8 ORES FARRELKPRINCE(i6)fi&)DNctab581-MrCBonmr3 

8 33B556 BEAUROBSTTOfM) JGotieSflfl MnrCWMna®4 

20 60BC MR FORTYWIWOB (16) J L Ej»s 399 Mrs DJ Jones 7 

-20dictorad- 

BETTM& 134 SuorsBridi Specti, 7-1 Bold Buiira, FvSskte Prince, VI 
MnnfitotreylNn. 1 VI Res llari, Ftigfty Ho. Suratoro, 1V1 dtiras 

TATTERSALLS MAIDEN AUCTION STAKES 
(CLASS D) £SflOO added 2YD Bf 

RVERElDMraLPmeBte. JWrerer7 

THSTLE MRK (19) T D tettn 8 8 JCDwfey* 

QMNBt HOOVE C Boato 8 9 ACutwneB 

SNOWBALLS (28 tee Lftnait 8 9 JCranBto 

MAWLA'S BCTY (21) J Barry 8 8 TECterere® 1 

PAS DE MEMOIRS MTxnpWa 8 B D Stags 10 

ALWAYS TRYING II JotrteonB7 D Hoi lend 5 

ARA8GOIDIte3HM87 AUoGtoneW 

ARC«ESTAR®AJvmB 7 J FEgreB 

MRMNAGI (13) ABdeyBS DWri9H2 

HK> (33) J Berry SB ClnW9wr[5)11 

RELATE (10) U Unde 84 RB<kbnd(7)B 

AJsnb82 PJtessy®3 


5.00 


33 


3 

334350 


0 

06 

630 

5025 

0 

0 


BETTMfcA-l 

HS.1M 


(24) Vfcs S Hal 8 0 EJohreonlS 

-Mdedared- 
AhrayeTrytoa, HTtobTst, hu De Meratees, S-l Be- 
l’s Boa Mr WysgL 12-1 Saewbtis. FBq, IVl otoras 


Y A RMOUTH 


HYPERION 
lisa Riviera Rose 2.50 PlaivB 3.20 
ya 330 Motet 4 2Q Bennuda Boy 4.50 
rfa 5^0 Suite Factors 


005003 ATDtRIKH (10) l*s A Ktog 468 

635500 SHADH1 (21) S Dos 3 6 8 .OO’Dreohre® 8 

60003 GREAT CHJ6F (13J BcC Jone*<BO zMOffU 

603308 TEZAABpSBHanfauySB8 — : — JSbdtl* 

60033 SHAW(raKltaBto4B8 OP«2 

06000 JOLTS PWNCE (124) CMurr» 38 8_ — 7tofilHcereti]9 
S6O40B MtSSRMERAROSE05)GW!raag38« 

605000. GABL£SBL(BM8Baai3S8 


3.50 


GROSVENOR CASINOS HANDICAP 
(CLASS C) £7/600 added 2m 2f 51yds 

. 84321 .MOTET (24) GVtegg39C UMt4 

rsm JAMAICAN FUGHT («) tesSlranyi«n498JIW^ate6 

02465 SEAWTOR (B) J L HimB 5 9 9 QDtelaME 

225008 ETTHBY PAW (4S M Afnscn 4 9 8 _J Fracing 1 

anCBBtoinsaa JOufe«2 


.GBsterrefilBB 


tot course - stencte^ stia; Rraate^ corase 
foUE:HShter5r«m 

orthotioran (to RWG >temouto 

002; ThflafB«» tt« fw»» caste encto- 

ereftenTTintiteri 


* wS^'teSyaflfii (4SB hS8 bean art ^ 

uJMBradtoVft«nSatf»r)tB «Brt-- 

. ... .A ...,nn. uktin. 


300660 U3CHLAS8|21)SYtoodBS87. 

-20d8dared- 

BETTING: vi Mto* RKtea Rose, VI Dearie HB. 7-1 rr pbl to rinnri M . 
W Great CUM, 1M Godramfisni Park. Itoaace Jart, 12-1 etosra 

EBF FREETHORPE MAIDEN STAKES 
^ (CLASS D) £4,600 added 2YO 1m 

0 AUTTllOE (9) SLM ftesctft90 — -GftrfB teda 

ARDLBGHCKAnERCOnerBO — JOUree hofW* 

5 “sssss.L'srsiJis wr^i 

!".GIW2 

.G Outer 6 
if Day 8 


*6005 UNCHANGH3 p0) C Boffito 5 8 12 . 

05023 QTY HALL (35) (BF) If SKUB389. 

-er - - J 


,W Ryan 3 V 


BErnUtt 2-1 Motel, M C*y HbB, 94 Jamaican RW*. VI Saa Vfcti* 
7-1 Bterby nut, 26-1 Unchanged. 


8 80000 HOPSW.8B)p)<CJPHoteng88i2. NCraSrielBB 

8 032221 GAYBRSE(2B) P Frigate 4 8 11 J For* (7] 20 

14 SOCK® R6E < NEHNE(28CCyrar388 A Wheton (5) T7 

8 -83000 ROWAMSONS STUD (22) (D) KCo>rerbte*Ba 

J Beaky (7)10 

8 020235 BUGHT PARAGON (22) (0) Khoy689_G Ftotenerg)* 

17 052114 OPSWG RANGE (U)N Bory 8 89 WRyantt 

8 XHM P»NCKSRSMWCTPar**(toBl485 JEOO 

8 054425 TACHYCAftofA (31) (D) R OSSwn 5 8 4 NVtetoyll 

20 0604- LASTANBmON (407) R ChampittiS 61 J Quinn 7 

-20dacterari- 

BETT1NG: VI SteyWbc VI PfaraotTs Joy. 7-1 Bsyin. Caplato CaraL 
JO-1 Bpd CT dre O-i often 


2.50 


14^0 


9 hit >i " — 

5» DOfi® HOLSE (26) W Jan* 9 0 

s PLAN-B (8) J Goeden 9 0 


rums w— — — 

SHOWWWAJAAHMJteWgO 

00 VMtSHANflS) BcbJowsSO 


2.20 


GROSVENOR CASINO MAIDEN HAND- 
ICAP(CLASS F) E4.0QO ad^lm 
DOUBLE MARCTmKMri^O- . 

MBM38Q MfWon* 


POKER 


7 X womwrw? — — — : 

3 GOUJFiariojwOfiomaiBB BsmeCntatnjraiB 

-Sdacbnd- 

6ETnNG:VTDu4telbM« a ,VlWei>^'P-38 h *"1 |faJ,tt '' IWD, " lt 

Spa. Gom. 30-1 Attuds. 99-1 «•!*> 

08 COUEWlf pB) U tevts 97. 

360 KlfflMOON (W B hartxry a 

603200 MAMORKBKY (T^ M Ttingrtos 8 6- 

005 ProOGALSONWRYVfcriaafl—^-.-BJ^tiB 
1232Q 51CK AS A RARROT m P )CDwyar8e_ ..JII^3V 
08005 PTWNnJMfilWteSP^BJBtoratoHrad*" 84 ®^"^^ 

04Q20 REBAIZAflO) J&ti*eB3_— 

4Q0 FEgnWLFOBL (41) BBoa sM— — _ ~ N foJ E 

00650 ND SHAME (10) J G SrytoO tograB ^.-G Bratoral 7 

CAPTAW MCCUIYCZ7)l*«JRa(«Site78 — -JttiroS 

-TOdacb r ed- 

BETTTNft Vi »- 

a-il^iratewlteras. ip- 1 g^*» AP,nU - 0-1 


; GROSVENOR CASINO GREAT 
! YARMOUTH STAKK (CLASS C) £7,000 
added zroef 

1 Ttsa SHAWXWCHIPta »MasreaB88 

2 142203 WRBWm0T(16)RH»nm91 -SW"» 

3 201 BBRHUDAB0YpqP}Bhtoeton88 NiMaa 

* 31 RAfSfiAIONGMJWPeywBO Gf*?* 4 

5 3 OE9IGNffl(«7)(BF)JG8flden81l l_GHW5 

-Bdacb tad- 

BETIWG: V* Drafanra; TM Hrire A Ktag, VI writo PBM, VT Share 

tore t4B8nBH& Bap. 


5.20 


4.50! 


GROSVENOR CASINO HANDICAP 
(CLASS F}(DIVI) £3^00 added 6f 
BUM ( 5)(D) MUtog6913 — ___ Jiaaat^ 


1 000020 . . 

? 06000 OCEAN STREAM (W) JLEyre 49 S. OPteM 

a 90006 CAPE** C4f6tr(7){pj^f)Dflfcrt* 596 


jftni*a2B 


fflMi 

54000 

203000 

053068 

60006 


PHARAnrSJOY[C)£q(D)pF)JV#Pap»4Stt- 

- D GrifflBa (3) t 

MALADSBE (7) W H Ctenan 3 9 O A»1* 

STORYlBiain IA»JRSntedN*399 — JfFWDBd V 

KAGlCnZZ(52)TEIfWngtol396 — JBUCksB 

SIZZLING (40) J)) R term SB 4 ___RtafBm3 

BOCKCRACKHf(4^(D)aihrjsgB993 --^-^ -— 
..0 BPS* 14 V 


GROSVENOR CASINO HANDICAP 
(CLASS F) (DIV II) £3^00 added Gf 

04006 WCSACE(1« Nhoy4 00 GfcutaraffllO 

044060 9ID1AN R&AT1VE (26) (D) R Gisel4 912 _A Vfiwton (3) 3 

800000 RAGSOY (26) (0) P Hasten 89 tL WRyreM 

554054 OCXER (15) U IcmpteB 3 9 B Rlh4re(5)20V 

000003 NinQLEEAST(T3)(D) TDBanw498 BCtet»6 

53304 SUTTE FACTORS fitQK Bute 3 9 7_ — JSreeaey PJ2 
20E53 KZ2DRAMD(1)K3KlkigBn595.JaFbnreBn»V 
300003 HANNAHS USWR (34) (D)CULrray594 


McobHomrtoK 

1-E00 HEVBI GOLF LCWB1 f7) T J 3 9 2 - J? Prrtirra 12 

0(0250 SIR TASKS) B (D) JLHsmS990 JIO^IS 

08304 IIBTBIRAIISt(31) (D) E Whedar68B-.ADNy ffi4 B 

004025 BEWBWE)(10) (O) J Paarw 6 8 E MW^iea15V 

662205 SEHEIBES NEP1®N p1)(D) M PriQlasB 3 S tLJ Qteui 3 

605000 GABLBE4^)BBatil3fltL dBrifihd17 

44E60 PRJQRYGARD9C(^(D) JM&aley389 GBarriadlB 

632004 SOUTHERN DOMNOON (21) (D) Mrs JCraza5B9 

— BfiMcarlBV 

030304 BAR8URYBAlLAD(30)MHibaivae3B8_GDiMteitf7 

00069 7HEfEBPf)JL6»7B4 RtippbTT 

04US0 ROSE FUfBI (H) M OrfoRa n782_^f 


00040 BADMWmi(38)HCBbnfc^3B1. 

-20dedrasd- 


~scanai(7)i 
JWafi 


_0 OTJonCh* IS 


500830 OXBANE(UOCE>ryra391 . 

000000 MEUDfl8<62}(D)MHw>8ta49a ..GMBNdS 


BETTW& 7-1 Itoxtece, mSei Retette. n Etogefwy, Sufis Iteterelbs- 
ZH3MD. Smtol Neplwre Priory Grariere, Southern Doatekre 161 
IbpaafTk tbbre 1V1 atwra 


RESULTS 


SANDOWN 

2 .1& 1. ARIAN DA (T Sprata) VI )t far. 
Z Bandbox w-1 ; 3. CaB TO Order VI jt far. 
i4ran.Vs IV. (B Painft Coebridge). Tbee: 
ESD0; Cl«ft E23Q £l7tt DF; E27Sa CSF: 
ES56S Trio; CTOO. Ml: BA* She tiOM, Fbrm 
At Last 

2-4& 1. NEBL (R Ms} 8-2; 2. Sahara 

6 - 1; XGtood Catch 13-2. 5 ran. 8-15 tav Red 
Rabbit (StoL 2* A. a (W R Here Lambaun). 
"Ssta: eeao-. £2.ia sasa op: creoa csf: 

pagHB 

san: i.aerreEN p. Dettori) vs fan 2. 
Saffron Lana VI; 3. Smooth Sailing 12-t 
4 rare a V (M Jarvte. Nawmartefl) TWa: C12D 
OF: Ct3Q CSF: CtBi 

3Jftl.MYTT0H8 MISTAKE pnabertr) 
■e-l ; 2. TteBa VM VI ; a Oranga Pteoa 2V1 ; 
4. Caribbean Star n-i 1$ ran. 5-1 tor tterv 
mar GofiTme. 'fc. 1%. (A Baiey. Thrporioy) 
*RriK £2220; C44Q £250 018 £2JU DF: 
£8446 CSF: E92.T2. Tricasc £22717% THo: 
£«»4«; CL38737 carried forward » New- 
bury 3» today. 

425: 1. IRISH UGHT (L Daftafl 11-4 lav; 
Z Royals Rosa 13-2; a. klffa to-i 9 ran. 
I 1 /,. V*. (M Stoute, Nawmarira^Titeo: £330: 
ctaa ewo. tz 7a df: cbdq csf. £i&37. 
Tricast coast Trio; £8Ua 

4J5S: 1. PALO BLANCO (Candy Moms) 
V2; Z HypaBrerfly 12-1:*. Featoeratone 
Lara 33-1 20 ran. 6-* fav tentisa CapkaJ- 
d (4th) vfc, l(GL Moore Brigham). Tbte 
£540: £226 £350 £440 DF: £2030 CSF: 
£4980 te £*430 
025: 1. VERONICA FRANCO (Ores 
ONete) M-i; 2. (tetopbio VI; 3. Lookout 
Vi ton 14 ran. Mt. t (P Hadgar, CHcheslar). 
Tbto: £3400; £500 E2AO £140 DF: £43BO 
CSF: £9615 Tricast E22B5B Trio: ESB20 NR: 
Kaan Wtosre ‘towteNc 
Jackpot £2053520; E22J97&4 carried 
forward to Nawtxiry today 
Ptecapot £75460 QuatoMb EBSBO 
Place ft £25460 Place 5: CW13& ■ 

YARMOUTH 

2 JS: 1.SUPR9E SOUND (G BradwaQ 

4- 1 : Z RM Knapper 74 s tac a Easy Song 

7- 2 Jf toe Bren. VU. 1 (P Haris) TbteEftBC; 
£160 £130 £140 DF: £850 CSF: C1&BT. Trt- 
cast £4785. Trio: ClQSa NR: Herr Triggac 

23S1. PEGASUS BAY (RCochartj 92; 
Z Guaaatfmation 90 te#: 3. OuartoratafT 
VI IS tan. Sh-hd. Vh. (tisa A Embtecos) 
WralS«a £taa IMO £2*L Dft 0170 CSF: 
£1126. Tno; £1220 

3.1 tfcl.GYMCRAK FLYER (KFaton) fl.2 
Jf fav: Z BUon VI : Z Tbujorra Rhtera 0-1 
14 ran. ti-2 jt tor Safay Ana. Ml 3. (G 
Hotneto IbttK £&«; 22.10 £290 £330 DF: 
£2780 CSF: £<640 THb&SC £41626 Trio: 
CW770 Wt Atteteal 

ZAIk t. MARCH STAR (S Sander^ «-1 ; 
Z lime 11 te tor.3. Double Sptendow 10-1 
6 ran. 'h, I’A. (J Tbfcr). Tbta: CtSSO; &1Q 
£140 DF: £2080 CSF: £3144 

4.1S; 1. MADAME CLAUDE (S Santte^ 
11-1: Z Opantog Meal 1-3 tev; 3. Maria 
Uuf> frl 6 ran.^ Hd, hd. (J TblaiJ.^ Itate CTO; 
£140 £100 £220 DF: £450 CS C : £14.17. 

4j 4S:1. LUNCH PARTY (m Stands) 3-1 
Jt tor; Z Axaman 20-1 ; 8. Itazmamlo 7-V 
19 raa HI rlL (D Tfchol^lble: £850: £250 
£380 £240 DRO DF: £8770 CSF: £8180 
TrteasC £33980 Tno: £23870 (fit Pal- 
toandsL 

9.15c 1. NAUGHTY BLUE (R Codsane) 
9-1 ; 2. Bnmfiiftg 4-B tsr; 3- Highwayman 

5- 2. 9 ran. 5 1 'h. (Sreedtto Suroor) Toto: 
Eat): £140 £m cm DF: £S30 CSF: 
£H80 Trio: £800. 

P to c a p uL CB90 Quadpot CODO 
Pta» to £noa Ptoca 5: £BS 

BEVERLEY' I 

228: 1. MOONLIGHT FLIT u Fcrtme) , 
11-1; 2. Haadaley VI; 3. Tbm V2 tor. 4. 
BHNatSae-L 17 ran. 2‘A. 1‘h. (JRtzGer- 
aki, Mattrai) Tbar EzsflO: £<40 CZ4 a i 
£120 £190 DF: £0500 CSF: £9937 Tric- 
B9t £44856 Trio: E2BQ40 


225: 1. CENTRAL COMMITTEE {R 
HaAi) 4-5 fav, Z Long Bond 9-1: 3. Bhw 
Zola 7-1 16 ran. a 27>. (P Chappte-Hyam, 
MantOT). TotK £190; £170 £320 £LBO DF: 
EftBO CSF: £939 Trio: £2840 NR: Grech 
Mate 

320: 1. EURO SCEPTIC IX Dattey) V2 
ter;2. Mbuhra 14-1; 3. Java Rad 10-1:4. 
Polar Proapoct ti-2. 19 raa SVhd. i V*. (T 
Easterly, Mahon). Tola: £520 £150 C4SO 
£200 £250 DF: £7750. CSF: £7858 Trte- 
ast £60723 Tro: £31720 

400: 1. LORD LIEUTENANT (A CUhane) 
12-1; Z Sarah Stokes V4; 3. Odette V4 

fai 16 ran. Vf:. ’/«• (M Bal NBvwnaricat). Tbte 

£3280 £540 £120 £150 DF; E3J40 CS=: 
£3684 Trio: £32.10 Anstand. Chieftan 
Anstand (14-1) wos wahdrasfn not under or- 
ders. Ftato 4 nppfc* to u* bate, deduction 
Spin the pound 

435: 1. ALBORADA (G Duffieti) 2-5 bv; 
2 . NBd 7-1:3. Sander 9-L 9 ran. 0 1V^ (Sk 
Mato Piesato. NawmariiatV TMa: £140; CUX 
£220 C140 DF; C40Q CSF; C427. Tno: £S90 
SOS 1. CAMPASPE (J Fortune) V4 tav 
Z Scamoto tt-2 ; a Augustan tf-2 13 ran. 
Vh 8 (J FitzGerald, Uaten). Tbte £280 
£170 £140 £230 DF: C710 CSF: £1339 Trt- 
cast: £5956 Tno: £970 Mt Baly Mbnder. 
hlstar Aspecta 

5J5: 1. GH ARB (S Whrtworto) 7-2: Z 
A t Large 7-2; 3. Dark MM 7-4 tev. 18 ran. 
1 V«, hd (A Stewart Newmarket). Tbte: 
£450; £170 £200 £120 DF: £700 CSF: 
£1446 Tno; £380 Ml: Bent FtehvancL 
605: 1. SCENT OF SUCCESS (K Da^ 
ley) 7-4 jt fw Z Banana 7-4 Jt lav. 3. King- 
dom Queen SVi 9 ran. IV*. 9 (M Stouta 
Newmartcat). Trite: £2.70; £180 LfoO E&TO 
DF: £280 CSF: £491 Trio: £7340 
PfacapoC: £460 Ouadpot: £180 
Place to £1463 Place S: £581 


• Dick Hera, who retires from 
framing at the cod of the season, 
had his final winner at Sandown 
yesterday, a course which has 
played host to man)* of his great- 
est career moments. Hem sad- 
dled Nashwan to win the Eclipse 
Stakes in 1989 and won Group 
races at Sandown from five fur- 
longs to two miles. Brigadier 
Gerard, Ela-Mana-Mou and El- 
maamul also won the Eclipse for 
Hern; Dayjur sprinted lo a win 
in the Temple Slakes and Long- 
boat and Smuggler were both 
successful! in the Hemy II 
Stakes. Nebl was his winner 
yesterday. 


¥ 1 

THE INDEPENDENT! 
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0891 26' 
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y 
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NEWBURY 
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Technicians test rules to the limit as elite prepare for hard-: 



GRANT DALTON 


The skipper of Merit Cup In 
the Whitbread Round-the- 
Worid Race, which starts on 
Sunday, expects the hardest 
contest of his career. He will 
be writing regularly for 
Tij*? hfcnt about his 
experiences as the race 
unfolds. 


With just a few days to go to the stan 

of what everyone agrees is going to 
be the toughest and closest Whit- 
bread Race ever, wc hove all been 
called to a fireside chat to say that, 
if there arc problems, they should 
be dealt with internally, not hung 
out for inspection in the press. 

Which is right, and so far the or- 
ganisation of this race has operat- 
ed really well. But the other side of 
that coin is that the management 
has to be really strong, to deal with 
issues quickly and decisively, be- 
cause if they do not sort dungs out 
they will inevitably blow up in pub- 
lic and the race management itself 
could find itself the target. 

This Whitbread is more than 
ever like an America's Cup, given 
the intensity of the research and 
testing, and the calibre of people in- 


volved. The eyes of the world will 
be on us for the next nine months. 

They will see a hard race, a very 
dose race, and anyone who thinks 
he will blitz the others is kidding 
himself But, as in any sport where 
hi-tech equipment is involved in 
producing better performance, 
there are issues behind the scenes. 

Tuo things have been concern- 
ing us, both technical, but both 
could have a bearing on the race. 
The main area which has everyone 
looking over their shoulders is the 
sails. Just like all the bits of a rac- 
ing car, these have to comply with 
complex measurement rules as they 
provide both the power and the 
gearbox for our racing machines. 

Ail sorts of dever thinking has 
been at work to push the rules to 
the limit, work which has been car- 


ried out in the utmost secrecy.' So 
people wili present designs of sails 
to the scrutineers as late as possi- 
ble. If there is any doubt, the mea- 
surers will have to be very tough. 

Even the long sausage bags in 
which the sails are folded deed care- 
ful attention. The rules say (hey 
must be porous, so they let out any 
water inthebag.The reason is that, 

if they are not porous, the water wfll 
stay within the bag and, when those 
bags are stored on deck, the extra 
weight of the water will give added 
balance to the boat. I have seen a 
few bags that are not porous, just 
one more area where the competi- 
tors will want to see a strong re- 
sponse. The organisers cannot 
afford to try to be Mr Nice Guy. 

Almost a contradiction is that 
you also want to keep the weight 


down. Wfe hare lest several valuable 
days of resting because we had to 

make sure that the boat weighed in 
ri ght <-b n thf- T^^lYHtg minimum. But 

we found that the load cell being 
used on the crane to weigh the boats 
was giving different readings on dif- 
. ferent days, plus or minus 80kg. 

That may not seem much, but 
* the computer also tells us that to 
push an extra 80kg round the 
course could cost over two hours. 
The race may be wdta and lost by 
less than that and, to put it further 
in perspective, we spent marry thou- 
sands of dollars testing keel shapes, 
deciding that one may save us an 
hour round the course compared to 
another, and comparing -minnie 
differences in the hull ™ which at 
best would give us two hours. 

X know, the bookmakers are 


making us second ■ or third 
favourites, but the result is difficult 

to calL We came back from winning 
our dass in the Fiastoet Race know- 
ing that, even if we had an edge, we 
had slot of work to do to improve 
the' performance of the boat. 

We think wc have improved, but 
we.also know that others have im- 
proved proportionately with us,- 
with Lawrie Smith's SQk Cut, Paul 
Cayard's EF and Gunnar Krantz’s 
Swedish Match really motoring. I 
stQI think any one of at least five 
could win this race, and thatis with- 
out the unknown quantity of Ross 
Field's America's Challenge. 

The Alan Andrews design is one 

of only two not put together by toe 
. US-based Kiwi, Bruce Rut, and it 
is very different. It's either going to 
be a bdl of a long race around the 


world for them, or a hell of a long 
race for the rest of us. /. 

Another fhecor will be the ability 
to keep developing the boats over ; 
the nine legi. In the old days, we 
would not have dared to risk the sort 
■of last-minute changes we are pre- . 
pared to tzy this time. It showshow. 
professional the Merit Cup crew is • - 
that we have been able to do it. 

They are ready," I have confi- •• 
deuce in them and the boat, the 
waiting is nearly over, but I have no . 
illusions. The first leg to Cape 
Ibwn is tikdy to be the hardest, not . 
just because it’s the longest butber ' 
cause by the time we cross the equa- 
tor we will know who has done his - 
homework best Even then X think 
irwiU be so tight that protecting any 
lead will be the most nerve-wrack- 
ing I have encountered. 
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Deer at the Forest of Arden Golf Course were coaxed back into the adjoining Paddngton Park in readiness for the OmJOne British Masters 

Olazabal clears the air as Ryder Cup countdown begins 


Jose Maria Olazabal, 
who plays in the British 
Masters starting today, 
has made up with the 
man he replaces in next 
week’s Ryder Cup. 

Andy Farrell reports 

it's good to talk may not be the 
euiehphruse of the telephone 
company sponsoring the 
Oncytnc British Masters, hut 
Jose Maria OUi/ahal agrees. 


Olazabal, one of eight Euro- 
pean Ryder Cup players here 
at the Forest of Arden to warm 
up for next week's match at 
Wderrama, has cleared the air 
with Miguel Angel Martin, 
whose automatic qualifying 
place was handed to his coun- 
tryman when he failed to report 
for a fitness test on his injured 
wrist. 

"We have talked a few limes 
by phone,’* Olazabal said. "I 
feel sony for him hecause I 
know how tough it is not to be 


able to play. I don’t want to 
comment on the decision, but 
the situation between us is 
clear. There are no hard feel- 
ings.” 

The Spaniard withdrew 
from the 1995 Ryder Cup with 
a foot injury which kept him out 
of the game for 18 months. "1 
missed it badly,” he recalled. “It 
was tough to see it on TV when 
you wanted to be there. But 1 
knew I had made the right de- 
rision. I could not cope with 36 
holes a day and 1 was glad when 


the boys won tbq Cup for 
Europe.” 

. Another who declined to 
play in the Ryder Cup, Sandy 
Lyle in 1989, is making a rare 
European appearance. "I nev- 
er regretted making the deci- 
sion to puli out,” the Scot said 
"I was playing so badly at the 
time and playing for a team 
makes it harder. ” 

Olazabal has been practis- 
ing for 27 boles a day and is con- 
fident he can play twice a day, 
if required. He is looking for 


“four solid rounds” prior to 
Wdexrama, but Colin Mont- 
gomerie, the leader of the Eu- 
ropean money list, said- “The 
Ryder Cup is next week’s prob- 
lem. My first priority is to try 
and win here.” 

This tournament has been 
moved from Collin gtree Bark, 
near Northampton, after the 
dire state of the greens there 
a year ago. But though advance 
reports of the greens at the 
Forest of Arden were not at all 
encouraging, they have im- 


proved greatly over the last two 
weeks. 

# Six Ryder Cup players, in- 
cluding Ian Woosnam, Colin 
Montgomerie and the Ameri- 
cans Brad Fhxon and Phil NGck- 
elson, line up in next month’s 
Tbyota World Match Play at 
Wentworth, where Ernie Els 
will defend the title for the third 
time. But the event is lacking 
three of the four major winners. 
Tiger Woods, Justin Leonard 
and Davis Love, plus Greg 
Norman and Nick Faldo. . 
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Chelsea vs Slovan Bratislava 
live from 7:30 tonight. 



Woodward warning for De Glanville 


Clive Woodward, 
England’s first full-time 
rugby union coach, 
wants to build hb Test 
side from scratch and 
that could signal the end 
of the road for Phil de 
Glanville as captain. Chris 
Hewett reports on the 
new regime’s first day in 
charge 


It seemed an innocent enough 
statement, but it was pregnant 
with implication. Clive Wood- 
ward launched his reign as the 
England team's big white chief 
at Bisham Abbey yesterday by 
insisting that he would start the 
job with a “blank sheet of pa- 
per”, adding that he was in no 
particular huny to appointa cap- 
tain for the autumn interna- 
tionals against New . Zealand, 
South Africa and Australia. 


That much was in keeping 
with the times; after all, the 
Rugby Football Union had 
been in no particular hurry to 
appoint Woodward. But the 
new coach's remark carried 
with it a subtext of considerable 
import. By declining to confirm 
Phil de Glanville in his current 
post of captain and naming no 
fewer than five candidates, 
each armed with strong lead- 
ership credentials. Woodward 
tacitly admitted that the hon- 
our was up for grabs. 

"The captain will have to 
earn his place in the team, be 
in there on merit,” he said. “Tife 
happen to be very strong in this 
area - we have Phil, who did an 
outstanding job last season, 
but also Lawrence Dallagtio, 
Martin Johnson, Jason 
Leonard and Tim Rodber. 
There’s no mad panic The 
first task is to pare down the 
squad of 77 into something 
more manageable." 


Woodward cut an unruffled 
figure as he cheerfully dis- 
cussed the demands of the 
forthcoming four-hander with 
the southern hemisphere super- 
powers and dealt cleverly with 
the verbal darts thrown yester- 
day by Geoff Cooke, one of his 
predecessors in the Twickenham 
hot seat Cooke had described 
the 41 -year-old former Lions 
centre as "volatile” and ques- 
tioned his coaching back- 
ground. “Ten looking forward to 
meeting him,” said Woodward. 
“He'll have ample opportunity 
to tell me front-on where I'm 
going wrong." 

John Mitchell, the former 
Waikato and All Black o pmin 
who proved so effective in 
coaching Sale last season, was 
confirmed as Woodward’s as- 
sistant He will work primarily 
with the forwards and bis hard 
edge should prove invaluable. 

“I’ve been on the phoseto 
New Zealand, just to moke 


sure I'm not being excommu- 
nicated,” said the quietly au- 
thoritative Kiwi, who will 
continue to work through bis 
five-year dub contract, “The 
ptiopie back borne have been 
very positive, actually. 

“Obviously, it will be a very 
difficult situation when I'm in- 
volved in an England-New 
Zealand Test but at the end of 
the day Fm a professional. 
Funnily enough, the All Black 
management want to use the fa- 
cilities at Sale while they’re on 
tour here. We’ll have to get 
someone down to the ground 
with a video.” 

As expected, Richard Hill of 
Gloucester win continue as 
England A coach with Andrew 
Hanriman, a World Cup Sevens-, 
winning captain in 1993, as 
manager. A second coach, air 
most certainly Rob Smith of 
Whsps. will be obnfirmed as' 
soon as contractual negotiations 
are complete. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


Lindsay dismisses demand for World Cup accounts 


Legal proceedings have been 
instigated against (he Rugby 
League and its chief executive, 
Maurice Lindsay, concerning 
the accounts for the World 
Gip tournament twoyears ago. 

Solicitors actingfor the Aus- 
tralian Rugby League set the 
wheels in motion yesterday by 
issuing a demand requiring the 
League to produce the ac- 
counts for the centenary tour- 
nament. held in England and 
Wales during October 1995. 

Richard Cramer of the 


Leeds-based McCormick’s so- 
licitors firm said; “The ARL has 
reluctantly taken this course be- 
cause they have been unable to 
obtain any accounts in respect 
of the Centenary World Cup, 
despite assurances from Mr 
Maurice Lindsay and the Rug- 
by Football League that such 
would be forthcoming.” 

The Worfd Cup was the last 
time that" the ARL played 
against Great Britain, which is 
aligned with the Super League 
organisation with which the 


ARL remains at odds in the 
southern hemisphere. 

The ARCs understanding 
is that any profit from the tour- 
nament should have been di- 
vided between, the 10 
participating nations. Gates 
rose to a peak of over 66,000 for 
the final between Great Britain 
and Australia at Wembley and 
there was also -income from 
sponsorship and television. 

“It’s the biggest load 'of 
nonsense I've ever heard,” 
Lindsay said, "There was a 


delay in the accounts, because 
of a dispute with the ticketing 
agency, but we advanced Aus- 
tralia Sim [£645,000] and they 
have been over-paid by £701)00. 

"Wfeweregoingto overlook 
that, bnt we wili now be de- 
manding it back.” 

Roy Mfeudby, the League's 
vice-chairman, is returning tohis 
former role as the chairman of 
Hull, while Brett Gddspmk, 
Oldham's Australian prop, is 
also on the move to St Helens, 
- Dove Hadftdd 
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Bloom time 
for daffodil 
county 



Glamorgan are set to win 
cricket^ county crown 1 for 
tiie first time in nearly 30 
years. Alan WBkms, who 
played for the dub from 
1975 to 1980, reveals how 
also-rans have been 
transformed into 
champions-elect. 


Thke away a Sunday League ti- 
de success and it’s 20 years rince 
_ Glamorgan last bad a major tro- 
1 phy to shout about 

The Gillette Cup .final of 
1977 against Middlesex is the 
match that many remember 
1 for the astonishing six hit by 
Mike Llewellyn off John Em- 
| burey over the Lard’s pavilion. 
| The memories for me, howev- 
1 ex, take in the changing times 
of those past two decades, from 
the evening before that one-day 
final when a committee man 
had appropriated my hotel 
room, to the class of *97 who 
strut the motorways in a fleet of 
Mercedes Benz sponsored cars 
and are now poised to bring the 
Championship back to Wales 
for the first tone in 28 years. 

It has taken Glamorgan all 
that time to lose their Cin- 
derella tag and become one of 
the most professional outfits on 
and off the field. Apart from the 
two ooerdsy triumphs, loyal 
Welsh cricket supporters have 
endured a sea of mediocrity 
when the Glamorgan ship, sea- 
son after season, has drifted be- 
tween currents of failure and 
frustration. 

Attempts by the dub’s ad- 
ministration to steer towards re- 
spectability haws produced some 
spe ct a c ular blunders, but the 


lessons have been learned. It will 
be by design, not chance, if 
Glamorgan, win this season’s 
County Championship toadd to 
their triumphs of 1948 and 1969. 

Glamorgan cricket has long 
lived in the shadow of Welsh 
rugby but guided, forever it 
seems, by the late Wilfred 

Wooller. For half a century Wilf 
Wboller was one. of the great- 
est and most colourful figures 
in Wbish sport. He captained 
Glamorgan for 14 years, taking 
the dub to its first Champion- 
ship title. No one was more 
proud of the Glamorgan daf- 
fodil on his chest than, the 
“Skipper" who went on to be- 
come the club's secretary -and 
president before he died arthe 
age of 84 In March this year. 

The present captain, 
Matthew Maynard, used to 
spend hours talking cricket 


with Wooller. It is no surprise, . 
therefore, that the same dash- 
ing leadership has been passed - 
on. Maynard should have had 
more Test opportunities, but, .' 
for him- leading Glamorgan to / 
its third Championship title *■ 
carries more personal weight ■' 
Not only would it be a per- 
sonal triumph for Maynard, but 
the dub’s coaching personnel 
would look back with a sense of 
achievement in someone who 
was taken on to the staff at the ' 
age of I8and proceeded to soore 
a breathtaking century in his first 
Championship match. 

Maynard's success story 
contrasts vividly with some 
Other signings. Tbo many age- 
ing players in the 70s and 80s '0 
managed to find a place in the 
Glamorgan convalescent home, • 
The dub’s nursery required . . 
a complete overhaul and it be- , 
ganwifoTbm Cartwright, signed •« 
from Somerset in 1977, who 
gradually took up the coaching 
reins and is now the national : 
coach for Wales. Peter Walker, . 
the director of cricket for the 
Cricket Board of Wales, has ■ 
been another major influence. 

A coaching structure which 
has nurtured tiie likes of Robert : 
Croft, Steve James, Adrian.. 
Dale, Huge Morris, Tony 
Co Key, Steve Watitin and Dar- 
ren Thomas is backed by a 
sound commercial and financial 
operation. James has scored 
seven Championship hundreds .. 
this season, while Watkin has . 
again been a model of durabfl- 
hy and reliability. 

There is, however, another - 
important factor which has been 
a barometer of consistency-' 
throughout the club’s existence 
and that is the stoical support of 
the Welsh public - those hardy . 
folk who have given their time, ' 
their money, their sympathy; and 
their backing over so many bar- ■' 
ren years. Following the 1993 
Sunday League title win the ; 
dub's membership dimbed to a 1 ■ 
record 13,500. That figure is now . 1 ; 
just over t 1,000, but member- ■ 
ship funds have increased. ‘ 
Those fans have appreciat- 
ed some great overseas players, 
in particular 'Vhnah Richards, j 
who inspired the ’93 team, and 
now WhqarYouns, revered by ' 
Welsh youngsters countrywide. = 
Moments of triumph for ' 
Glamorgan cricket have been ; 
too few. To a man this side feels 
that the time has arrived. Not ; 
since Tony- Lewis led Glamor- : 
gan to its second Championship : 
title has everything been more 
in place for a third, and a pa- . 
tient public will be there to ac- : 
claim iL" 
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Headley and McCague out 


Kent will be wkbouttbeir two 
leading fast bowlers going into 
the final round of foe County 
Championship today -against 
Sumy at Canterbury. Dean 
Headley and Martin McCague 
are both otn with back problems. 

However, Kent, Who trail 
the Championship "leaders 
Glamorgan by a pomt in second 
place, hare been encouraged in 
their chase for the title by Sur- 
rey’s list of injured bowieis. 

Chris Lewis, who has made 
progress. after a hip injury, 
feces a fitness tesibui; if he fails, 
Ben Hollioake and Joey Ben- 
jamin w31 share the new baQ. 


Top of the table 

P W L DBKEM JOT. 
I00— JJ 7 2 7 46 53 23* 

JIM 5 « 58 2S1 
92 as S3 212 

Nnktafl 8 7 2 7 30 48 212 

— z.swr_'s. 7 4 5 3Q 52 2D9 


By contrast to Surrey and 
Kent, Glamorgan are at full 
strength. against Somerset at 
Thun ton: and relishing the op- 
portunity of winning their first • 
tide since 1969. 

"It’s a help psychologically, 
to. know it is in . our hands. I 
- would , prefer to be in this po- 
sition than to have to try and 
Catch up, " Matthew Maynard, 
the Glamorgan captain, said . ' 
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Arrows to 
release Hill 


The luckless union 
between Damon Hill and 
Arrows is to end. But, in 
opting to let his exit be 
tftade public so soon. Hill 
rites reduced his limited 
options for next year. 
Derick Ailsop reports 


Damon Hill's split with Ar- 
rows Yamaha was announced 
yesterday, suggesting the world 
champion’s future lies with Jor- 
dan. Arrows have pre-empted 
any statement by H31 in nam- 
ing Finland's Mika Salo as the 
man who wilJ partner Pedro Di- 
niz next year. A spokeswoman 
for Arrows said the team had 
decided to invest money saved 
on Hill’s £4Jm contract in 
technical development 
.*• Pros* also dashed any hopes 
may have of joining them 
^ in a statement which said: “Fol- 
lowing talks with Damon Hill 
concerning a possible drive for 
1998, the two parties have failed 
to come to a satisfactory agree- 
ment and discussions have now 
come to a dose." 

It has long been the belief 
within Formula One that nei- 
ther Hill nor Arrows was eager 
to continue their association and 
the team's initiative indicates 
Hill has decided on alternative 
employment. 

Jordan re-emerged as po- 
tential candidates for the Eng- 
lishman this week, when they 
lost a legal dispute with Benet- 
i over the services of the Ital- 

•’“Ao driver, Giancark) Fisichella. 

■v 


Although HDl, 37 yester- 
day, rejected an earlier ap- 
proach from Jordan and the 
prospect of a $4m-plus it 
is thought the team's sponsors 
would be willing to bankroll the 
required balance. “ 

However, Jordan have until 
today to decide whether to ap- 
peal against the High Court ver- 
dict and are continuing to seek 
advice from their lawyers. 

Another round of negotia- 
tions is guaranteed at tins week- 
end's Austrian Grand Prix. 
Although Jean Alesi is out of 
the equation, signed by Sauber, 
Gerhard Berger is still on the 
loose and could yet be a con- 
tender for the Jordan seat. 

Hill's relationship with Ar- 
rows has been poor since his ad- 
monishment by the team 
director, ’Em! WhDonshaw, at the 
British Grand Prix. That second 
place arHnngaiy was doc enot^h 
to stave off the inevitable. 

V&Ikinshaw lad no intention 
of being left embarrassed by 
Hill's defection, and elected to 
tie up 30-year-old Salo. 'Whlkm- 
shaw said: “We looked careful- 
ly at the options and, after 
discussing the matter with our 
technical partners and sponsors, 
realised Mika would be the 
mast appropriate driver for us. 
We have had a learning year and 
am sure the talents of both Mika 
and Pfedrowili provide the part- 
nership to take us forward. 

U I want to thank Damon HflJ 
for his contribution this year. It 
has been invaluable to have the 
world champion driving for us 
and I want to wish him the best 
of luck for the future.” 


SAILING 


Whitbread team’s legal action 


A legal war broke out in the Whit- 
bread Race yesterday as Sweden's 
Team EF announced it was tak- 
ing legal action against a crew 
member for breach of contort.' 
Nick White, the navigator, left the 
syndicate three weeks ago. 

Yesterday the skipper, Paul 
Cajard. alleged White bad been 
seen working with a rival syndi- 
cate. America's Challenge, led 
by Ross Held. It was as naviga- 
tor to Field in the 1993-94 race 
on Yamaha that White helped 
win the Whitbread 60 class. 



Leicester return with pride 
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l Steve McManaman: ‘It was one of the best goals I’ve scored* 


Cayard denied he had fired 
White over their poor result in 
the Fastnet Race last month. \ 
“He really resigned, I did not fire 
him,” Cayard saiti. 'IhamEFs' 
concern is as much over 'over' 
confidentiality and the knowl- 
edge and computer pro- 
grammes White has had access 
to as the possibility of bis join- 
ing a rival team. 

White acknowledges he re- 
signed but says he considers him- 
self a free agent. 

- Stuart Alexander 


Walsh dismissive of Wright incident 


Steve Wish, the Leicester Cfty 
captain, insisted yesterday that 
the incident which brings him- 
self and AiSenal's Ian Wright 
before an FAdisc^tixiaiyhear- 
ingtoday did hot merit any pun- 
ishment. 

Walsh and Wright are due to 
answer misconduct charges af- 
ter appearing to square up to 
each other after Leicester’s 
3-3 draw with Arsenal last 
month. Arsenal's Patrick Vieira 
and their assistant manager. 


Pat Rice, will also be asked to 
explain their actions. 

. “I can’t believe they’ll do 
anything because what hap- 
pened doesn’t warrant it,” 
Whlsh said. ‘'The only tiring that 
worries me is that if they ham- 
mer him fWrightJ, they’ll feel 
bound to penalise me too. Or 
if they go easy on him they may 
want me as a consolation prize.” 

Colin Todd, the Bolton man- 
ager, is willing to sign the 
French international striker 


Michael Madar on the strenth 
of a video tape. Ibdd moved 
quickly forMadar in order to in- 
tercept a West Ham bid, and 
and is talking terms with the 
player and his dub, Depoitivo 
La Coruna. 

Fabrizio Ravanetii could fi- 
nally be on his way out of Mid- 
dlesbrough after discussing a 
return to Italy with Milan. Boro 
are believed to be ready to cut 
their asking price to £6m- 

- Phil Shaw 


Despite barring to hang 
on after two second half 
goals from Atietico 
Madrid, Leicester City 
have a given themselves 
an excellent chance of 
reaching the second 
round of the Uefa Cup. 
Ph8 Shaw reports from 
Madrid. 


John Robertson could barely 
speak after 90 minutes of chain 
smoking and bellowing in- 
structions, bat Leicester City's 
jKskfnnt -manager rmaked an 

optimistic slant on their 2-1 de- 
feat ty Atietico Madrid. If Mar- 
tin O’NeflTs team had scored in 
the last minute after trailing 
2-0, the Scot suggested, they 
would have left Spain feeling al- 
most jubilant. 

Inqeflri, having led for Dear- 
ly an hour through Ian Mar- 
shall, Leicester were rocked by 
two goals in three minutes. 
They ended up hanging on to 
a result which gives them real- 
istic hope of reaching the sec- 
ond round of the Uefa Cup on 
30 September. 

-It’s given us a chance to 


have ago at them with a real at- 
mosphere at Filbert Street,” 
O'Neill said. “Some of their 
players might not be prepared 
for the rickety oW stand and the 
dose ness of our crowd, what- 
ever Juninho may tell them.” 

The Brazilian scored the 
equaliser despite being well 
policed by Pontus Kamark, yet 
it was a less vaunted Atietico 
player who O'Neill felt did 
most to undermine his tiring 
team. “The turning point was 
when they brought on Linford 
Christie, or Jose Mari. ' 

“He’s just a kid but he's 
amazingly fast They bought 
him from Seville this summer 
with the aim of developing him 
for a year rather than playing 
him. Perhaps they could loan 
him to us.” 

Atietico drew level just as 
the crowds' frustration ap- 
peared to be affecting them. 
The decisive penally, convert- 
ed by Christian Vieri, did not 
prompt O’Neill into knee-jerk 
managerial carping about ref- 
erees. 

“Two of my coaches, David 
Nish and Paul Franklin, had a 
good vantage point high in the 
stand. The incident Steve Gup- 
py stretched out his foot and 


McManaman’s England goal 


Photograph: Allsport 


Steve McManaman’s dribble 
into Liverpool folklore did 
more than just earn his dub a 
draw in Tuesday night’s Uefa 
Cup first round first leg at 
Celtic. It also took him to the 
brink of an Fn gfanH recall 

McManaman’s goal was 
watched by Glenn Hoddle, the 
Englan d coach, on television 
and John Gorman, Hoddle’s as- 
sistant, at Celtic Part 

Gorman said it was an “elec- 
trifying” goal. “He went at peo- 
ple and stuck the ball into the 
net, that’s what you want. It was 
superb. All night he worked his 
socte off He showed a great at- 
titude. I am an admirer of him, 
he plays with heart” 

That was evident afterwards 
with McManaman seemingly 
more upset at Liverpool wast- 
ing their early superiority than 
elated at his goal. “It was one 
of the best goals I have scored,” 
he said, “but it was more im- 
portant in that it gave us an 
equaliser. We did not play well 
in the second half aqd let the 
game slip away. Thar was dis- 
appointing.” 

McManaman was left out of 
the England squad for the 
match with Moldova, a decision, 
Hoddle said, based an form, not 
his unavailability for England’s 


summer tournament following 
a knee operation. 

“He's got to keep plugging 
away.” Gorman added. McMa- 
naman himself said: “Of course 
I want to play for England and 
I was disappointed when I was 
not in the squad. It is of great 
importance to me, but I un- 
derstand Glenn Hoddle's rea- 
soning. No one has a right tobe 
in the squad, you only get there 
by producing. That's what I 
have to do, play well for Liver- 
pool and score goals.” 

Another good performance 
will be required in the second 
leg as Celtic, buoyed by their 
second-half recovery, wiU travel 
with confidence. “It’s not going 
to be easy for Liverpool, but 
they might have too much," 
Gorman said. 

• Arsine Wenger, the Arsenal 
manager, is angry that Ian 
Wright, Tony Adams and 
Patrick Vieira earned yellow 
cards in their 1-0 Uefa Cup 
defeat to PAOK Salonika, the 
first match of their European 
campaign. He said Wright and 
Adams “should know not to 
argue with the referee. And 
Patrick Vieira's yellow card for 
a trip in the last minute of the 
game was unnecessary.” 

— Glenn Moore 


their guy went over, they said it 
was always going to be a penal- 
ly. They reckoned it was one 
we'd have been screaming for 
al home." 

O’Neill and Robertson were, 
of course, with Nottingham For- 
est when they won successhc 
European Cups. “No disrespect 
to this team, but they aren’t in 
the same league as (hat side. Bui 
you know they’ll give it every- 
thing. Wcli go for il at our place 
- there's no other way." 

Meanwhile, 14 couch loads 
of Leicester supporters were 
due back in the city at 6.3(1 this 
morning after a trek that would 
have seemed unduly arduous 
even in 19bl, when the clubs 
last met. After setting out at 
9am on Monday, many of Ihe 
fans were herded into a com- 
pound by the police before the 
game, when they had been ex- 
pecting to hove a long-overdue 
meal. 

Their Spanish inquisition 
was not without its lighter mo- 
ments, however. Postcards 
handed out at Leicester's last 
home game were posted from 
Madrid to Molineux with a mc- 
assure for O'Neill’s predecessor 
“Arc you wulehing, Mark 
McGhee?” 

Chelsea given 
Wise counsel 

Dennis Wise leads Chelsea 
back into the European arena 
again tonight convinced (he 
Cup- Winners' Cup is there for 
them to win. 

While Chelsea's last conti- 
nental campaign was only three 
seasons ago. the captain Is the 
only survivor certain of his 
place in Ruud Gullit's team 
against Slovan Bratislava. 

Three years ago Glenn Hod- 
dle's tide were beaten in the lost 
four by the eventual winners. 
Real Zaragoza, and Wise ad- 
mitted: “We didn’t expect to go 
as far as we did then. Wc had 
an OK squad Lhcn but the one 
we’ve got now is very strong. 
When you look round the squad 
and see the quality we've got. 
we really feel we can win it." 

Gullit Is set to utilise his 
range of options, with Gian- 
franco Zola and Roberto Di 
Matteo coming back. 

The Slovakian side, who lost 
a number of their best plavcre 
after a cash crisis last term, are 
also former Cup-Winners' Cup 
winners, having beaten Barce- 
lona in the 1969 final in Basle. 
Their main danger man is the 
Slovakian international mid- 
fielder Robert Tbmaschcfc. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Athletics 

Worms Munay w* seek 


,r 0 «* 


SECOND* CHAMPIONSHIP (Hnte day of MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER: 


iQflOOn champion dropped out of last 
Sunday* BUm Great North Run ti- 
ter rata mites with food poisoning. 
The worid track and fields govarrtng 
body said yesterday R wl study the 
decision by the US authorities to 
dear Mary Storey of cton us* A USA 
Track and Field hearing board exon- 
erated Staney on Tuesday; concted- 
hg that she rad nqt committed any 
doping violation. Steney allegedly 
tested positive tor high lewis of 
testosterone tffoe'US Ctynptetrtata 
in June 1996. 

Cafe were madeyestaidayforraooids - 
hekj by former EattGarmarvafotetea 
to be scratched from the record 
books. Wemer Franks, a German 
molecular txotogst, hasevtdanoa of 

widespread, strte-sponwred drug 
abuse by East German nthletos -be- 
fbre the Berlin Wei came dowoA* a 

san*wtor UK spam repreMntettvM 

in London Franks claimed ha had the 
flte from the Stas! East German se- 
cret service which det afl the e xact 
dosages to be given to athletes. 

Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Cte wtand* B rthw 
2 iftsj aviiM: BMBn w 7 CMwd 2 (*»■ 

. TtattJ Koreas C8y Z ******* * *»»■ 

3 


vfcare hsw rated a hatt to Ms Ulster 
Hal Wtwfih Efer i igh a m b undetected 
*floto Norton. ; 

Welshman Stews Robtaoife World 
Soxteg Organisation Inter-continental 
featherweight file fight with South 
. African Andrew Matabota hae been 
switched from tonight In Southand to 
Safest* weak on Ssturfcy 

Cricket 

Aten Rardham. the Nort ha mpto n shire 
opening batsman, ts to re tt e f ro m the 
firet-cteae game at the and of the sea- 
son. Fbnftam wB tate ip a newpQ* 

et Board. 

Tha Entfand and WateOfehstafeid 
has appointed Simon Pack, 53. as fas 

international teams tireetpe The nw 
post carries responsibtty for the 
overad. management, oraanteattan 
snd adtrfektation of the fngferi&g. 
-fcnd W wriEn&nd Unetef-* foams. 
The Pakistani batsman Jnzamam-ui- 


e OfaJ TMtord: LanM' '462 


1 0 Uoyd 22a P C Mdfcown *, S P 
to IricoNnteo 179 lAHMafc 64} and 2S2 (D 
Stew* 551 Lncttlwa wen by an In ring s 
and 31 nm.Lant»tt« are Second XI Cham- 
piom. 

Equestrianism 

The Horse of foe 'fear Shew at Wfem- 

btey Arena, In danger of being 


VtedhhgtonDC 
n2ftoaMnsyi 
ml New tort- 


UK) 2 Now Engtod RMUlm 2 
¥0i dwdfluw g: Oalac Bum 
Near Jaraay UavcSrire 0. 

Ice hockey 

Manchester Sttxm picfcad up SrftanS 


anteed to be staged nest weak. Tick- 
ets for foe end-ot-eea&on show which 
w* run from 24-28 September at 
Wembtey a weak earlier than tsael. 
ere akealdy 20 per cent up on last year 


test night despite bsin& 6-5, to 
ten hosts Botzana Damerdc Maltateb 
late tap* c mate ft« took the game 
into extra-time; which erased the be- 
ing team the consolation poinL 

Motor racing 

Otvier Paris, wto troka bexh legs In 
a crash at the Canadten Grand Prix 
in Jm& wC make his Formife One 
comeback rod week. The Frenchman 


Football comeback next week. The frenchman stxzae ffarB). 

England open their quaSfylng cam- 
pe&tfor the womenktAtorlduip with : 

football results 

wR be* revenge quest tor England, 


replaces Jamo Trull In the Prostteam 
tor the Luxambotrg Grand F*tx at Nur- 
bugrtogon 28 September. 

Pools dividends 

UTTLEWPOOS: 22pta CWOW77M; 21 
O BWA6C SOPBBB6; 19 S3Q2S; HritSwaa 
Cn827ao: 4 tktmm 086*5: 0 Iwtim Ote; S 
■ways £57275. 

VERNONS: 21ptt CIMOIBS 20 06800 18 
£C 0 a Su»nbcB £S 00 paid on ttne coma 
Premier Ten ?BTO0 paid on ton correct 
BRfTTBOt TMit ohanea: 21 pis E83BSI 20 
CC00 19 £078 Fow dmK cnaa FtM aaaaya 
£3400 Bght hnmaa: ESea 
TETTERS: 21p»: S2SH60: 20 CBB0: 19 Ctsa 
4 draw* (from ri 8 tkmrn) £23220; 8 bomas 
' '{7-.4Hwaya£45-. (&r20p);3 

8 dwn) £8850; R*FM 


who were beteeh 3^0 by the Germans 
fine 1995 World 


in the 

Cut. riorway are also In &*B tendb j -tisstwrs late resuus: u«ta Cup 
World Cup group along wrfo the : flnrtreundMlae:Aaa)fBOMari1d2LeicaE- 
Nethertanaa, : lar 1 : Bordaoux O AiBon V*a O; C«ttic 2 LJy- 

Nei Webtx th e former N ut ll i le han For- 5 
eat and Manchester United midfield- 


of 

are also in 
group along 


AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Fb*t 
DIvMon: Uaon 0 CryamJ Palacv 2 


iSotJ 

VAatk 


.^OOMAL LEAGUE; rearm 6 SwFran^- 
So 4. te San Otooo3: RortdaBOri; 

PMCugh 8 Monbaal 2; CHpriP 0*a 5 
Ctecrafi ft Lob Angdaa 7 Si^ L«S a 

Da^&rbetft ^Cormxirrw&^i 
cnfeenMrign titto defence on Wattes- 
day is on. The Battati-bom changj; 
ort sustatead *n aride lijury dicing 


mateh Mdnst indte. Tbumament and 
team ofudals confirmed that tfte27- 
year-old Inzamam had votjntarty sir- 
rertdered to pofoft who charged Nm 
with assarit with a weapon and two 
separate oourte of assault 
Lancasrire have cafed off thachese 
tortha AusMan bowler Shane Wane 
ati pirrod (beirtelth ti ViteslTt Akram 
bring ftttor next summec. The Wkbtan 
ridpper missed nearly al of fote 
sort with shoukter probterra but foe 
drij have recrived a positive spe- 
ctaSrib report on his operation 
. stusrt Law the Austrian btffimart ex- 
pects to tie vp a new deal wffo Essex 

betoe itteJTWig home In time for rwet 
rrwrttts start Sfoe SheffteW Shield 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 
7.30 Mte wirriw J 

EUROPEAN CUP-WW*^ CUP 

r war round first lm 

CbaliWvteewaftSadifawa ff/S 1 


sHHS-H 

sdsssssasss^rSS 


p.«reei aRDdapMewiaa. Boadaai |ft») 
vSnanorOanariitUtal 

HAIOUIMRlUnONA LUfeate Ogg- 

LAlOTPwadarDMaM!tM»ti*v B *am- 

PONnfeUAOUSPrilHter 




Cricket 

BRITANNIC ASSURANCE COJJNTV 

ridonevltartanteN'irife 

Speedway 

PREWBl l£AOUfc Sbririri ^ 

(T45» 


Basketball 

N Wfe tf i amteO . 


Other sports 
GOLF: 8W» 0.A»Btig 
OUdBi keaWwiairi 
TBM&UA&MHaPU}- 


dAriri 


ec has reslgied as ptayeFcoech offoe 
Dr Martens League side Weymouth 
just two months after 
ed The34-yaaM*t c 
by Enriand, blamed 
sons* for hb ■ decision. 

Bkmlnghanrfe Welsh Internationa) 
winger Jason Bomen is sat to join 
Southampton for £550000 this week. 
HFA WORLD roOTBALL. RANKINGS 
' lofiaasreridngbi brackets): IBrazl 

IK 2 Germany B) 633ft 3 Romaria 

. « NathartandB 630ft S Pan- 

^4 6160 6 Spain BK& 7 England 

ten eSfa B Norway CWTeOSI, » Criombta 
(9 6005 10 Arpenfrafea SOB. 11 Iferi- 

rffassSrab'yaB 

15 Horaoco (27) 5792. 16 Russia (7) 577ft 
17 Fima a STAa. IB Japan P0 Sa^ 19 
Zwn«B|2(S5575 20TUS(Z£9MlSB- 
. lactad: 27 Seodand f2S) 541 « a» W 
4E3ft 72 Northem tahnd (64) 384ft 98 
WUas (BO) 307ft 


VBaO; Ceric 2 Liv- 
erpool Z, PAOKSricrika 1 Arsenal 0; 
Strasbourg 2 (tengani ; M3F Aaitvs (pan) 
2NartBa(R)2BasW(R)1 BenficaO; Briar 
Janaalem 2 Crib 
4 Grssi ‘ 

Coruna 


i Brugas 1; Cruaba Zayab 
_ Zialch 4; Daportlvo La 
1 Auxerre (Fr) 2; Ejaaaislor 
9 0 M«z (W 2; afenwxknria 


S Mi 


TODAY’S NUMBER 


32 

The American boxer Mark 
Johnson extended his 
seven-year winning streak 
to 32 fights when scoring 
a unartmous decision ewer 
Puerto Riccfe Angel 
Aimena to retain his In- 
ternational Booting Feder- 
ation flyweight title in 
.Nashvflte, Tennessee, on 


dortaebt 3; Sarrpdoria 1 AWoac Btoac 2; 

SchaMa 04 Co) Spit (Crete a 9rin 

MDia|rikf|'d[-° u 


MOSCOW 1; 

OfHmbterean'irtOa'tiabsav 

2VTI Boctam (Get) i; Ttaanto Erw 

(Nath) 0 LOestPcm (Nor) 1; Vtessa 

Arrham (Nath) 2 Brae* (Port 1: Vitoria 
Quanwfes Fort 0 Lno 4-. Wk tsaw Lodz 
rpci) 1 Udnaso fa) Q Coc*Col* Cup Sec- 
ond round Brat leg: nri c Kp O ri l Oowntry 

0: Btfriay 0 Steto 4; OwterfieM 1 Baro- 

S 2:RramOWrilMBl:HjtkNrefWdlUfei 
T) 0; Hid 1 crystal Palace 0: *»m*i i 
T brrarey 1; Layton CMartf 1 Briton 3; Luton 
1 WBA 1; kMclaMxouri) i Bamat ft Metis 
Couity 0 Triranare ftOafod UW 4 Vtiri i ; 

Paadng 0 Peterborough 0; ScurihOtod 0 

Evartonl; Southand ODarby 1 ! SiKJBrtand 

2 aey i; viMbrd f Shaffidd Urii: Mrin- 

dtedcr 5 Mtenol 1 Nritonwfd* FootbaB 
league Ftret DtvWon: Cw« 0 Port Vate 
l Third DMsfon: Catdff 0 Chartar l GM 

Vauxhail Botete lte Haltax S Tattord i; 

Ikwaa 1 Chateriwit i : Savanaga 

fl fate LMgue Piririar DWWon: Sohoft 

Sfortiord 0 Htth Hsnn Z Borebam ’Stood 

3 Vfttort 4 Harsham ft Bronfey 2 Iterrear 

Ssratfi l; Handona CJariam M QHai 
DlvWwAldBrforiTtwn3Mntday1:aw- 
ton Rdwte 0 Layion Pemari ft Sterne* 4 

aor ft Eton O; H*te«fadTi»rn 7 SBte« i; 
Lalgtaon Tbam 2 Horsham 1; Dxting ft 
IflSari 0 Northwod 1; Whanhou^ T&rni 0 
tmaaSui MeeZ Tted OnWbr Rad UM 

i c«»«»»CAi»*tei:ra®»ftnnfl*jr 

2 Hornchurch 2. UriBonrt Learn Pi*. 
iriarDteWwgAcglnflMnSari ey l Cchay n 
Boy 2; AHramn i Qtmtey 1; Atofechani D 
VtMord lltd 1; Charley^ 4 Ifoncofft Z Lriffi 

RMOfenar i: Marine 1 

2. Hrat DMstore Buxton 2 Eastwood Town 

D;DroytidBn3WfcrfeigrinO:IAailock3Cco- 


fjoton 1b»m 0: Neihorflald 0 Gretna 3; Wil- 
ton Afeton 1 Aston Utd t Dr Martana 
Leagea fteuiivOMaioa' Aahftxd 0 Ctw- 
lay i: Brem m towa 3 Wonestar City 0; 
Hataeowan ’town Q Gtoucestar v FA Cup tint 
quaStying round raplayK Maria Road 2 
Sytoonta 2 (aat Marie Road \aon 
*3 on p«Bms); Shodori Conradas 1 Wrift- 


i Celery 4 HenugMe Tbwn 

i Tbwrt 3; Wbod- 

rl; " 

2 Chartsay 1; Careboriay Honr 2 

Banataad 1: Wiring 4 Cantmtury 1; 

Skx^jh 5 BaUock 0; Braritrae 3 Gramsand 

&Nonriteetl;Dari2B«MiamsaedlrGBi'- 

sWton 4 Hsmtch & ParfcBSton ft Dutwtah 

Hamta 2 Bedford Tom D; AWngdon Tbam 

1 Srttgaaar 2; Wbetflaida 1 VltoBnohren 3: 

□orehasiw 1 OxtordatyftCariozCJawa- 

don 1; Gooporf BorauEP i Budchgham %mi 

2: Basrigstciv 2 HamO; Qnderiord 0 Wb- 

cton-SJ^Mt^Mara 1 North Was! Couotlas 

Leagua Hrat Dhrtatoic Mharion LR 1 Vvhr- 

rrigfin Item 2; Daraen 0 Btackpod Rovara 

A\ Taisgrow Aritolte 5 Griesop North End 
i;M0MBy1 Newcastle Trim Z flussancria 

Utd 2 Chaddarton 1 ; SaKort Qty 2 Haatno- 

dan 0: Vtorial GM 6 Atharton Coaeriaa ft 

Postponed: Nantwl ch Town v CBhMoe. 

Amcat tasuanca Northern League Rrst 

DMstos Safe Sriekts 2 Mntfinin Ipam 

Q Wtatonteed Kent LeaamFW DMteon: 

PeMtsham Tbwn 0 Bflh 0; Thamos- 


0*Hara League Cup: Horehem YMCA 1 

SroedbddflB Heath 1 Uhlspert Untied 

GMSteaeLaafp* PraadarOMsion: Boston 

■Rwm5BotmeO)StNeots3Patonl;3to*»- 

arts ft Lriyde Corny i Hoteeech 0: StotMd 
2 Kempston « WWs^oraugh 0 Ford Sports 
ftVfooRonSEynesburylSkMilnrnCiMin- 
ttes East Leagua Pieoifar OMatorcAmoU 

4 GteS8hougton Z Mritfay MW 1 Cuzon 

AMsn a PHartig 0 Ossetttbam 7x Seby 

1 Derody 1: Thaddey 1 EcctesM Z Jaw- 
eon Wessex League: BAT Sports 1 
Portsmouth RN 1: Bournemouth FC 5 

WMtouch ft Wlmbame 5 Ry» §one a 

Jmm Eastern LaMUe Prwriar OrWotc 
Ctaoto 2 TUto ftSy 3 Wartioys foam 0; 
Fetertem OLcma&tott 0: Gortaston PWhst- 
Narniato2 HBW^SuaMVfem 

4htalttad 1; Walton 1 GraaTrimreuth* 

Wariuik Express MkUandAteaqryVtet 

Mkfefoi P3ee 8 Boldmere St Mfchaab ft 
NatiomddoHgfiGoklfopMnMnteCkn- 

-gemMSwtftslCmeadn3;Lanreia»- 

ISren 3; Datiary 2 LsAid 0: Lmwady LAd 

1 Crientew 4: Csmek RanaateOfflanorar 

V. Neary 2 Pcrtadown a PacipaM: Ban- 

gor v Ante. Pontine Group 

Sni ftaJferd Csy 5 CWam t 


Rugby Union 

David Mfeathartay, the Swansea can- 
tra, is inkely to ptay again this year 
and is awaithg a knee operation af- 
tBr being tyred agateat Ulstar on Sat- 
urrtsy. 

Rugby League 
WWnes VBctogs have slmed the 20- 
year-otd hafi-6ack Paul George from 
Wigan far an uncfisclosed tea 

Snooker 

CATCH CHINA MTERNAT10NAL SUPER 
CHALLB4GE (PridngS FMt round: J White 
(Era) bt G Fang (Ch) 4-3; S Csris (Eng) bf 
H Tusfxun (Ch) «; P Guo (Ch) btX Jang 
(Ch) 4-1: G Hua (Ch) b( O Hater (Cft) 


Sumo 

AUTUMN GRANDTOURNAAENT (Bkyo) 

l 7 ? 1 d 3'WJ 5 ) : t^yo; 

ft I0SI5) K KBatcacndnu (6-5). hfigonaxri 
bt Krerimsuri p-fl); Kotaryu p-ft bt 
Tbcrinowaka (6^: Akinoshu (7-4) bt 
Hamsnoshkna p-6); Asanouafa (6-S) bt 
Cri^reteW (B-5); KotonishH (ft3| bt Mari- 
otml^-6); Mrikanori (5-6) bt Asanosho (4- 
7) by dsfauft AsaHyunka te Mtotasri 

(4-7); MraSoftp $3) bt Kctomaarma 
AWnosrime [7-4) btTarao (5-6); Shriisrime 
M WtCyofcjshLEWi Dejma (7-fl W 
Aowiirna (2^; ■fernteaeLraJM bt Ganyu 
Cl-iJ); TocWnon a d B (6-5) U Ksanouri (3- 
9; 'torifexune (8G m Kao by detaJt 

Muaasrimanj (0-1) bt Wteranohana (9-§ 
Thkan o nsrrt bt Kmonowaka (5-Q 
takatortki (8-5) bt Akabono (B-31 
Tatonohana pD-1) bt Korishid (0-7-4*) 
'dMUratnm 


Tennis 

Boris Becksr and Marc Goefti er wil 
ptay foe singes for Germany in a Deris 
Cup world group epaifying round he 
against Mexico at the weekend The 
three-day tie starting tomorrow in Es- 
sen wi mark Becker's return to com- 
petitive tennis after several weeks out 
of the game 

PRINCESS CUP WOMEN'S TOURNA- 
MENT (Tokyo) Singles, first round: 
■**— — * ! —| (Tai) bt N Kftmuta gaga^j 


4-6 0-3 B-1 ; SAsagoe (Japan) I 
(US) 6-4 6-3: M Endo (Japan) bt C Torrans- 
VWero (Sp) &4 7-5: M Saekf (japan) bt H 
tnoue (Japan) 6-4 6-4: N Sawamatsu 
(Japan) btHNagyova (Saak) 2-6 ft4 s-i ; 
wSvento (van) bt Patty Schnyder (Sunt) 
6-4 B-Q 


: : ' Mm, 




for 3 months 
for just 


V.*:-? 





And see for yourself what a differenarOSCM) A:* • y ^ 
can make to yom‘ business. * 

Why not dmigdke iwy m n -ork? BT 

Tr\ an 0800 number for 3 months for only £23 plus call charges. 

Freefone 0800 800 800 



OFFER ENDS 31.12.97 ON CONNECTIONS BY 31.1.98. 
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Wednesday's solution 



ACROSS 

I Mini apt to prove faulty - 
it’s the drums (7) 

5 Spidery crustacean on bot- 
tom or ocean (7) 

9 Grave offence? (63) 

Ifl Currv Latvian-style lacking 
the final touch? (5) 

I I Page tom from directory 
<51 

12 Suit [hat'll do for royal 
yacht? (9) 

14 As patients without infec- 
tious conditions are treat- 
ed. taken altogether? 
(30.9) 

17 Ascetic cell is a funny way 
of describing a church ( 14) 

21 One often needs special 
gear for driving (9) 

23 China of Spanish origin? 
(51 


24 I love to have merry log in 
cold house (5 J 

25 Serial flattery works (43) 

26 Just starting climb by end 
of afternoon? (7) 

27 Bed canopies available on 
the perfume counter? (7) 


DOWN 

1 Tone suggesting doctor’s a 
prey to fatigue? (6) 

2 Kid" from the country (7) 

3 To lake a parallel example, 
one's initially bound by a 
leasing arrangement (9) 

4 Death to the workers’ (11) 

5 Early end to corporal pun- 
ishment in US jail (3) 

6 Community leader re- 
spected by his brothers? 
(5) 


7 Old bishop endlessly en- 
tranced by dance troupe 
(7) 

8 Saturated fat (8) 

13 Not aware old boy's being 
taken care of by a French 
maid? (11) 

15 Artists involved in produc- 
tion of motion pictures? 

(9) 

16 Allergic symptom pro- 
duced by article found 
among rusting iron etc (8) 

18 Wine barrel one Charles 
is holding on to (7) 

19 Article about irritability 
starting to emerge in Texas 
community (7) 

2U Marshy ground negotiated 
by enlisted men in service 
( 6 ) 

22 Slopped feeling cold? (5) 

25 Acted as MP for a day"? (3) 


Ol'uNeJhnl by Nvw^pjpt r Puhtnhm? PLC. I Canada Square. CM:uy Whait London El 4 sDU and pnnicd ai Minor Colour Print. 5» 
Mb.nK. Po.uL Willard Rick tam-s availahk trout Hwuik- NVwspapm. iHMSS JUi U7U. 

Thiindn IS Scpuntw l« Kl'^UcimI a 3 oonpip-' “'■h '*■ OIB« 


FO OT BA LL 

Hateley’s Hull look forward 
to trip to the Palace 


Mark Hateley, the Hull City 
player-manager, urged his 
Third Division struggles to 
savour their return leg with 
Crystal Palace after Tuesday’s 
surprise 1-0 Coca-Cola Cup 
victory at Boothfeny Park. 

Duane Darby's goal midway 
through the first-half gave the 
Tigers a second-round first leg 
lead to take to Selhurst Park. 
Hull's biggest crowd of the sea- 
son -just under 10,000 - cele- 
brated at the final whistle as 
though they had already fin- 
ished the job. Now Hateley 
wants his players to enjoy their 
second leg battle with Steve 
Coppell’s Premiership outfit. 

“W; will go there and try and 
pass the ball," vowed Hateley. 
“What comes out of that well 
see but I’ll tel! them ‘don’t let 
it pass you by'." 

The Huddersfield manager 
Brian Horton applauded his 
side after their 1-0 first leg win 
over West Ham at the 
McAlpine Stadium, and then 
admitted he wished his side 
could repeat their Coca-Cola 
Cup heroics in the league. 

Town are rooted to the fool 
of the First Division table with- 
outa league win tins season and 
Horton said: “I wish the Coca- 
Cola Cup was the league because 
we’d have seven points now." 

Huddersfield take a slender 
advantage to the second leg at 
Upton Park thanks to a 75th- 
minute goal from Alex Dyer, 
who said: “There was no pres- 
sure on us because everyone ex- 


pected us to lose, but we battled 
hard and it went well." 

The West Ham manager. 
Harry Redknapp, said: “We’re 
at home in the second leg and 
the tie is still pretty evenly bal- 
anced," 

Blackpool who knocked out 
Manchester City in the first 
round, take a 1-0 advantage to 
Coventry for the second round 
return leg thanks to David U tr- 
ig ha ns 76th-miaute goal at 
Bloomfield Road. 

Barnsley staged a stunning 
fightback to beat last year’s FA 
Cup semi-finalists Chesterfield 
2-1. The Tykes equalised in the 
87th minute via a Nefl Redfeam 
penalty before Ashley Wird 
grabbed a winner deep into 
added time. Tony Lormor bad 
given the Spireites a 58th- 
minute lead, also from the spot. 

Reserve team striker Chris 
Freestone saved Middles- 
brough's blushes at the River- 
side by scoring the only goal 
against lowly Barnet from Rob- 
bie Mustoc’s 56lh-nunute cross. 

Mick Stockwell salvaged a 
draw for Ipswich Town with a 
last-gasp equaliser against the 
Third Division outfit Tbrquay at 
Pottman Road. 

The Third Division leaders 
Peterborough set themselves 
up for another giant-killing in 
the return leg by drawing 04) at 
First Division Reading. 

Paulo Cesar Wanchope 
scored on bis first appearance 
of the season to send Derby into 
their home leg against 


Southend United with a useful 
1-0 lead. Wolves' new signing 
Jesus Garcia Sanjuao marked 
his debut in English football 
with the only goal in the 1-0 
away win at Fulham. 

The West Bromwich man- 
ager Ray Harford returned to 
old dub Luton and saw his strik- 
er Bob Taylor earn Albion a 
point with a 35tb-minute effort 
to cancel out Stuart Douglas' 
24tb-minuie opener. 

Thmraere belied their dread- 
ful league form by winning 2-0 
at Notts County courtesy of 
Gary Jones and David Kelly. 

Gareth Farreliy scored his 
first goal for Everton to give 
them a 1-0 victory at Scun- 
thorpe while another Premier- 
ship side, Bolton, beat Leyton 
Orient 3-1 courtesy of goals from 
Andy Todd. Per Frandsen and 
John McG inlay. 

Wimbledon slammed five 
past feliow-South Londoners 
Mill wah, with Carl Cort scoring 
two to add to his first goal for 
the club against Newcastle on 
Saturday. 

PeLer Kennedy gave the Sec- 
ond Division leaders tthtford a 
lifeline by conjuring a late 
equaliser against Sheffield Unit- 
ed at Vicarage Road. Chris 
%d die’s Burnley woes con- 
tinued as his side were beaten 
4-0 by Stoke at home. 

Sunderland's Michael 
Bridges celebrated his first start 
of the season by scoring the 
56th-nunuie winner against 
Bury at the Stadium of Light 




Aggrieved Brivfc 
told to meet 
commitments; 


The unhappy rugby 

players of Brive, still 
licking wounds resulting 
from brawls with 
Pontypridd on and off 
rite pitch, were yesterday 
ordered to play their 
Hetneken Cup match at 
Bath this weekend. 

Chris Hewett reports 

The reigning European champ- 
ions may not feel like playing, 
but play they musL Their at- 
tempt to force a postponement 
of Saturday’s Pool C con- 
frontation at the Recreation 
Ground had received short 
shrift from annoyed Bath offi- 
cials and, when the directors of 
European Rugby Cup Ltd met 
in emergency session in Dublin 
yesterday, they took a similar 
line. 

Brive had cited injuries sus- 
tained by three of their in- 
ternational players - Philippe 
Carbonneau, Christoph e La- 
maiso n and David Venditti - 
claiming each bad been hurt 
during the now infamous bar- 
room brawl with their Welsh vis- 
itors on Sunday night. The 
argument cut no ice whatsoev- 
er and, much to Bath’s relief, the 
sell-out fixture was declared 
on after the briefest of discus- 
sions. 

The longer-term issues aris- 
ing from the weekend excesses 
were proving rather more tax- 
ing, however. With Brive threat- 
ening to pull out of the return 
fixture with Pontypridd, sched- 
uled to take place at Sardis 
Road on Saturday week, the 
board members found them- 
selves between a rock and a 
hard place as they endeavoured 
to find a course of action that 
would both satisfy calls for 
tough sanctions and keep the 
tournament on an even keel. 

Officials of both miscreant 
dubs were giving their sides of 
the sorry story to board mem- 
bers, while Eddie Jones, the 
Ponty manager, held out an 
olive branch to Brive by assur- 
ing them of a genuine wel- 
come in 10 days’ time. “There 
will be no animosity," he said. 
“We will be looking for a fair 
and good match. 

“What happened during last 
weekend’s match was unfortu- 
nate. as was the subsequent fra- 
cas. It was a very rough game - 
the players need to look at 
themselves to see what can be 
learned - and the bar m£lee 


came about through the ili- 
feeling on the field-" 

Much-needed Uplifting news 
for the world of rugby is that 
Jonah Lomu, the All Black 
wing who ran roughshod over 
everything in front aTimh at die 

1995 World Cup. has finally 
been given the go-ahead to 
play again after a long absence^ , 
due to illness. - 

John Mayhewvhis team doc- 
tor, said yesterday that Lomu 
was now available for any lev- 
el of the game and it was up to 
his provincial team.. Countics- 
Manukau. to decide when they 
wanted him back in action. 

Counties-Manu kau'offiuals 
confirmed that Lomu had been 
named as a reserve for a First 
Division match against Otago 
on Sunday and was likely to be 
used off the bench. They said ho 
may also play for the B team the 
previous day. 

Through his* astounding 
feats at the last World Cup in 
South Africa, Lomu became ^ 
nigby union's biggest aiiractiun. 
He has not played this sea -'Mi * 
because of a chronic kidney dis- 
order for which he received ir- 
tensive drug treatment. He as 
cleared to resume trainim. in 
early August. 

“He’s in no danger of test- 
ing positive for any substance 
now," Dr Mavhew said. “He is 
about 117kg and looking fairly 
good at this stage. He can play 
rugby at any level that he wants 
to play, and it’s up to him and 
his team advisers and selectors." 

Lomu's clearance to play 
followed a medical examination 
on Tuesday. His manager, Phil 
Kingsley-Jones, said Lomu was 
excited at the prospect of re - 
turning. “He’s like a little boy* 
with a box of candies. It'll be ab- 
solutely marvellous to see him 
return," Kingslev-Jones said. 

Good news for rugby fans 
here - if not for the players who 
will have to confront him - is 
that it now appears he will turn 
Britain with the All Blacks in 
November and December. 

We may not, however. Iiav.. 
the chance to watch Jason Lit- 
tle. He could miss .Australia's in- 
ternationals against Eaglami 
and Scotland in November as 
well as his country's tour of Ar- 
gentina next month, so he can 
be fully fit for next season. 

The experienced centre had 
surgery last week jo remove a 
piece of floating cartilage in his 
right knee, which hampered 
him throughout last season. 
He has been advised not to run 
for the next two weeks. 









